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(83rd Martyrdom Day of 
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and 
Sukhdev.) 


A MEMORABLE WORK 
OF GRASS ROOTS 
HISTORIAN 


The present work, titled THE IMMORTALS in English 
CHARITHARDHULU in Telugu, by Syed Naseer Ahamed (SNA) 
is a very significant and memorable work of people’s history by a 
grass-root historian and a prolific author who rightly aims to prove 
that people’s unity has been the hallmark of Indian history while 
faced with the colonial subjugation or the British rule and 
exploitation. It is true that this volume confines itself to description 
of Muslim Immortals or heroes of India’s Freedom Movement. 
One may genuinely ask: why only Muslim Immortals? The answer 
is not difficult to find. With the ascendancy of Hindutva or Hindu 
Right, especially after the demolition of Babri Mosque in 1992, 
there has been a concerted attempt to denigrate Muslims as a 
community. There is a powerful Hindutva lobby at work, with 
tacit support from State publiclly declaring that the largest minority 
of India cannot be regarded as ‘Hindustani’ or ‘Bhartiya’, they are 
foreigners, anti-national and enemies of the country. 


The most important ideologue of Hindutva or RSS, M. S. 
Golwalkar, declared that “in this country, Hindusthan, the Hindu 
race with its Hindu Religion, Hindu Culture and Hindu Language 
(the natural family of Sanskrit and her offsprings) complete the 
Nation concept”. The RSS English organ, Organizer, just on the 
eve of Independence in an editorial dated 14 August, 1947 declared 
that “in Hindusthan, only Hindus form the Nation and the national 
structure must be built on that safe and sound foundation ...the 
nation itself must be built of Hindus, on Hindu traditions, culture, 
ideas and aspirations”. And what would be the status of Muslims 
and other minorities who are found to be in India? Golwalkar’s 
judgment was unambiguous. They “are either traitors or enemies 
to the national cause, or, to take a charitable view, idiots”. There is 
no confusion about the fate of Muslims and other minorities. They 
may be allowed to “stay in the country, wholly subordinated to the 
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Hindu Nation, claiming nothing, deserving no privileges, far less any preferential treatment not 
even citizen’s rights”. They must be subjugated or thrown out of the country which belongs to 
adherents of Hindutva only. Importantly, these are not Muslims who would be excluded from 
nation but all women and dalits would be devoid of human rights and remain as 2nd class citizens. 


It is to respond to such a fascist ideology that publishing of material like present work 
becomes an important and pertinent task in order to prove that Muslims have been equal partners 
of our common heritage of struggle and sacrifices. They have been second to none in offering 
sacrifices for the cause of the liberation of the country. In fact, number of Muslim Immortals who 
laid down their lives, sacrificed their hearth, livelihood and liberties for the country was far in 
excess to the proportion of their population in the country. 


Hindu-Muslim divide is a modern construct and can be judged by the fact that during the 
First War of Independence of 1857, Hindus and Muslims fought together against the British 
masters. It is corroborated by the contemporary British officials who faced the wrath of the 
collective might of the Hindus and Muslims who took up arms to overthrow the Firangee rule. 
Thomas Lowe was one of the leading commanders of the British army which marched on from 
Aurangabad to Kanpur to suppress the 1857 Rebellion. His memoirs which were published in 
1860 underlined the fact that people of all religions and regions had united to overthrow the British 
rule. According to him “the Rajput, the Brahmin, the Musselman [sic], and the ambitious Mahrattah 
[sic], they all joined together in the cause [Mutiny]..”. 


How many of us know that Cellular Jail of Andamans also known as Kala Paani was built 
by the British rulers to incarcerate the leaders 1857 Uprising, most of them Muslims. According to 
renowned historian, R. C. Majumdar’s painstaking work on the Cellular Jail, “two important 
leaders of the Mutiny, well known for their moral character and high learning, lived and died in the 
Andamans as prisoners. These were Allama Fazli Haq Khairabadi and Maulana Liagat Ali. Another 
mutineer, Mir Jafar Ali Thaneshwari, spent twenty years of penal servitude in the Andamans.” 
According to Majyumdar’s findings the next class of important political prisoners sent to the Andamans 
consisted of the Muslim Wahabi revolutionaries (Wahabi revolt was led by anti-British Moulvies 
and is regarded as a milestone in the anti-colonial history of India). They also joined the 1857 
Uprising in large numbers. It was here that one Wahabi convict, Sher Ali, stabbed Lord Mayo 
during his visit to the islands. It is really sad that Cellular Jail was not named after any of these 
heroes but was named after Savarkar by the NDA government headed by Atal Bihari Vajpayee. It 
is to be noted that V. D. Savarkar or Veer Savarkar was the person whose conviction was pardoned 
by the British masters after he submitted a Mercy Petition in 1913. 


The present album THE IMMORTALS or CHARITHARDHULU is very significant because 
it presents historical facts honestly and in right perspective. It demolishes the case of prophets of 
disharmony and bigotry who believe in Two-nation theory and are working overtime to undo a 
democratic and all-inclusive India. This work also demolishes the canard against the largest minority 
of the country that they represent a danger to the country. This work shows that Muslims’ 
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contribution in making this country independent is not lesser than any other section. This Album 
provides concrete facts to rebut conclusively the fascist propaganda against Muslims. There might 
have been Muslim traitors to the cause of a democratic and all-inclusive India but the same can be 
found in many other sections. Can the Hindutva camp name a single person who laid down his or 
her life for the liberation of the country? 


I am honoured to write this introduction for a painstaking and masterpiece work visualized 
and penned by Syed Naseer Ahamed (SNA). He has done tremendous and unparalleled work in 
popularizing history in Andhra Pradesh by writing and narrating on historical happenings with 
common heritage, hitherto untold. It is difficult to understand why the mainstream establishment of 
historiographers has not bothered to unwrap historical facts regarding role of minorities, Dalits and 
women in shaping course of history which SNA chose as his passion. Interestingly, SNA studied 
commerce and then went on to become a legal counsel. However, to our good-luck, destiny had 
something more meaningful in store for him. While working as a journalist and social activist he 
realised that problems of religious divide and communal disharmony were playing havoc with the 
social fabric of society, thus thwarting peace and development of an all-inclusive society. As an 
honest researcher, he was quick to realize that communal disharmony was mainly the outcome of 
not knowing history or wrong interpretation of history. 


Syed Naseer Ahamed immersed himself in search of creditable historical facts which will 
give anew direction and vision to tackle problem of social disunity being engineered and heightened 
by the religious bigots of all hues. In a significant decision, he decided to study history as a 
discipline which groomed him into a personality which was to change course of history narration in 
Andhra Pradesh. He is not only a prolific writer of history but also an orator, who in the true folk 
tradition of ‘qissa goi’ or story-telling, mesmerizes his Telugu audiences with historical facts, de- 
mystifying the myth that Hindus and Muslims have been at loggerhead since they came in contact 
with each other. He personifies a movement; one person army of historiographers who specialises 
in telling truth so that our present is full of love, harmony, happiness and prosperity. His greatest 
contribution is to counter-pose people’s history which had unity, common suffering and common 
struggle against history of the rulers (or history written for the rulers) which had bigotry, loot, 
deceit and totalitarianism as essential elements. 


It is heartening to note that two souls who have been source of his motivation and commitment 
are both women. He rightly credits his mother, Ms. Syed Beebi Jan and wife, Shaik Ramija Bhanu 
for support which provided him with an environment facilitating to accomplish what he wanted to 
do for society. I hope Syed Naseer Ahamed will continue with his path-breaking endeavor by 
producing works which would bring in public domain the sacrifices of Dalits and marginalized 
sections for the independence of India where justice will prevail. Last but not the least, I wish we 
had thousands of Naseers to lead us to light but unfortunately we are having only one Naseer. Let 
his works reach all corners of our country so that evil forces are routed with the power of pen. 


xvi 


BEG, DSGAW5e9O TeanoHyjo} M.A., M-Phil., Ph.D 
HH(S Derrso, RPO Assen, 
ardorerG Solicth ASDaxoctoo, prsorarh 


WOBS°MHMIOS) 3B56,0M? DOMedo 


QW? S58S¥S0 edpoSorr whS§otinsos. Ox) arten, HoSB Pxrss SSQSE apore Leren, HHXoeren, (Broa 
(WE sSeSen-DA SoS, avo SQ) wok BAYGOO Srp, SSSA) WHOM BoVo6. 28%) sos DS) BH, HHSHen. 8088 
Sox oS Doda gos BSo, Xs SPIPQ) 8S SRSES eriio Bwsoe. ay Dwoh, ws PHpotX Bod*9 orescen, madsose 
SDs Saoaren adAwr, OSD Ls (BSASS ofatalatona) PSS aPHSo. crag, SSsrosoS aren, orang ow HpSSsgos 
&osr0¥d Bnapos Sos gsrdesrociryon. D838 XdS0 Soh BOX, AQ Dero Hg SAsrgox Dowso, esoncinoe Sovaross 
‘SEUSS’ (Legitimacy) Sod SHod® GrsohS SOG SSS grforr BGS. BHNWS erHsdS SO[GX Hd[sroHasH 
DSLodSo aS Horsrbeo Xw[Sad! wo Aroxse Sots) SmHoarox’ (Muslim Rule) (KrSHS6H (Rule of Tyranny), xe 
PHSXyo HHoDosay syysos® SS Sei SeS80mr. SoH DosxXo SMHGQomS orm, Sods) ‘sors, SrorreyS aro’ $08 
SMH aros Dtorxy grsdo avowed Rydodey SHS SSS BAH. arSeroo BSorP onG GS GNSS Sovard oxkrosxo 
[HSSHQKéOo SP, 1857 BH*roarewE® Sas sroriv-Anhow wxApds, wks, wordiwox sos aQod. 1857 Sox8 SmQoo 
to sox HHS ODerards §o¥ ssrPBojeo Sen BRooTVOo. SwHADorD oss BOTA (charen (erSososrt. oS soos 
Lmhowd® Kad DOYOHS HASSAN SSo Dosrossos', IHS AndGoh. HDdiPG.yy BSoyxQ) SHoSMSroorr HMorwssaras 
Wasyen Sah~So, Hosod® HktrhS Soeraren OHAHE adgsoé (Sav SA, PAPE EPS KH0BS Srdo srsdso, 
6S, 20 Soh (Sx SSSos® Snob soy AHSSo SSisr w6AR airon. 

PEBrAsS SOS PAS SOS SSS, KSA) wotoS*iv (BOS Koty HosSxo &g0SKo, HMGsciorre SS[sxXo 
SGBorhSsHséo, Sar DSS drgo w6A06. Shs OSHS’ SHS Se OXssergh) ArcSolsysosS SS Ssrtoen, BlQd, 
SBS SKmroS® KOS SSS Di, car G69 S686 (Hasso SPD. SHS KeoSod* Hsso DSGEPONS sP[sxo Sm wordar 
SowdoHomrds. sows eeXorp, SSIS xd DoHao Bosos ir, a8 SP(skio Ore wordsar BMDCoS he, DVO 49°) 
POSE GGPOro OtiHo% (SaByoerd. soths® ariforr eyes SDS sows S55 ‘ Communalism in the writing of Indian 
History’. (GOS, és, SOS creo SOS Av), Swiire Ser WHS, SAS) Sndatw, ALSSolSen SASS Sen 
BMOSL HSSargh SASSore ASRowre.. NCERT ar& [Hx80OS SOG Wogren ond Agrsod® SA, SOGEHD HBSarqQ) 
DSB08rP, DBD DaGodre, Vara, Sp Bd8xve SSargH BBsarPad DSgsrosso, Dagens DBSAKo, ados wSAdtono&. 
Swayorr pPBArdssoS Anhow asp CAS ASQeoGraryaw. art ToS arxo¥ro HA Osrty Dabadod. 

BRS AGTAero MoFo, ‘Sartor’, SOS SWS, SG (Sad HomoGoHsd. Ss wes GrHsg B aby S85 


=. 


wsPand dos (S08°S) DS80NS 155 Ho Smo Grtho DiSséren, adie Are DSoren onocn® SPotsoryt. 1757 
08 1947 S6¥P Bo SFxXo BrP Bd, (arerobyoOs ANNO Dden, BSSen, OAS awreioen ‘Sbwto’S SDTV. an 
yEasrOSeo. (So NCERT, NBT ero Sogeo or Ass SAYNoPren SevsiSowran. 3 S6SS BOO (arsiore’s (Moma 
Dlsoen S85 OPHYH Scirto Bd Sewd8odKo SPE Sado. (Sima Aerio VxsaboS*, JMS SdwoS Bar, PHS HQ 
Boro. XH) SPoteno&, SdSwheo Dsyoorr Hx) DSEODayoaors R83 SBS Sar assoo SradsQh, Sos Sdar HOSES 
eseorio SenrheH&. aeros Stharaivsh Sho, aoe ardsare Diy SeE005° soda) &%(S8 (Subaltern) H6S*SxHe% 
Savy S85 OPHYH sos Swot DD) SOS Womox SHod Ss Ssr*ox% esgore Mert. se [SHoS® SALES Scr 
SOOSP SS HH SSAAowrod sr esro¥. 


pecs DrQ, 2014. 


xvii 


PROF. 


VAKULABHARANAM 
RAMAKRISHNA 
M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D 
Hyderabad Central 
University, Hyderabad 


March, 2014 
Hyderabad 


A ROLE MODEL 
TO RESEARCH SCHOLARS IN HISTORY 


The Present volume THE IMMORTALS in English, 
CHARITHARDHULU in Telugu is a pictorial presentation of 
the portraits of the Muslim heroes of the Indian subcontinent 
who fought against British rule. This is perhaps the first of its 
kind being published by a Telugu historian. The battle of plassey 
was the beginning of the struggle between the British and the 
Indian patriots to protect the country from their domination. 


The question to ponder about in this context is why the 
author had chosen to highlight the Muslim martyrs when several 
others of different religions and faiths laid down their lives in the 
cause of Indian independence. The question sounds rational but 
the answer lay in the historiography of Indian freedom struggle 
as written by some historians from the communal angle. The 
writings of secular historians evdeavoured to set the record 
straight. The Muslims right from the outbreak of the Great Revolt 
were an integral part of the freedom struggle. 


The author felt compelled to highlight the role of Muslims 
in the struggle for the freedom of Inida. He is a role model to 
several research scholars in history and I am sure they will draw 
inspiration from him in the Indian freedom struggle. Mr. Syed 
Naseer Ahamed had been publishing historical writings focussing 
the role of Muslims in the Indian national movement. 


Pictorial presentations of Indian freedom struggle and other 
popular movements have been brought out earlier by institutions 
such as the NCERT and NBT and some state governments such 
as West Bengal. The Present volume will be a valuable addition 
to such literature. 


The author spared no efforts in making the publication 
comprehensive and attractive. A ‘subaltern’ historian hailing from 
a moffussil town of Guntur district of Andhrapradesh, Mr. Naseer 
Ahamed should be congratulated for bringing out the volume 
despite several limitations. He is a role model to several research 
scholars in history and I am sure they will draw inspiration from 


him. We wish him well in his future endeavours. 
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A WORD FROM MY HEART... 


The Album,‘ The Immortals’ in English or ‘Charithardhulw’ in 
Telugu is the result of fifteen years of search, research and labour. It is 
an Album of 155 portraits with brief biographical sketches of the Muslim 
heroes who participated in the anti British struggles in the Indian 
subcontinent from 1757 to 1947. While most of the portraits have been 
sketched on the basis of the pictures and photos I was able to procure, 
those of Mulla Abdul Qhayyum Khan (Hyderabad) and Bathaq Mia Ansari 
(Motihari, Bihar) have been drawn based upon the description available 
in the books and articles I referred. In case of Amatussalam (Rajasthan), 
I used the original photo keeping in view the significance of the scene 
in which Mahathama Gandhi himself is seen offering her fruit juice to 
make her ‘break the fast’ she had undertaken to stop the communal 
violence at Noakhall. 


The portraits of emperors, kings, nobles, commanders, freedom 
lovers, leaders of various organistions and courageous common people 
who fought vehemently against the British colonial rulers for the 
liberation of their mother India from the yoke of British, have found 
place in ‘The Immortals’. Portraits of some others who strove hard for 
economic and social reforms besides taking active part in the struggle 
for the freedom of India have also been included as well as those who 
had left their impact on the geographical-social-political horizon of 
Indian subcontinent. 


I have taken pains both mental and physical to procure the original 
pictures and photos for this album. Apart from my friends in India, those 
in other countries too came forward and extended their helping hand in 
this endeavour. I collected some of the pictures from books, libraries, 
freedom fighters and descendents of freedom fighters. Pictures and 
photos collected in this manner were very old and, in technical sense, 
are not good. Those collected from internet technically lacked clarity. 
I felt it would be useless to publish such pictures and photos in the 
album. Thus a problem cropped up. 


Then came the solution to my problem in the form of 
Mr. Vajaragiri Justice (Vinuknoda, Guntur Dist, AP), a noted artist, who 
was introduced to me by my poet friend Mr. Shaik Karimulla of 
Vinukonda. At that time, my family was residing in Vinukonda. On my 
request and according to my suggestions, Mr. Justice sketched some 
pictures and photos, which I used in my earlier books written exclusively 
on ‘the role of Muslims in the struggle for the independence of India’. 
I received encouraging words of appreciation from historians and artists 
and of course more from readers. It paved the way in giving the present 
shape to the album ‘The Immortals’ or ‘Charithardhulu’. When I had a 
discussion about this project with Mr. Justice, he readily agreed with 
pleasure to undertake sketching of pictures and photos. 


Initially, I wanted to bring out ‘The Immortals’ with 50 portraits only. During my search for the 
photos and pictures of freedom fighters, I came across many more. Hence I decided to continue my 
pursuit and bring out the album containing as many pictures as I could procure by the time it would go for 
printing. I intensified my search with this decision. Some persons extended their cooperation to me by 
sending books while famous libraries provided useful inputs. My friends who came to know about my 
project sent to me some pictures and details of freedom fighters which they were able to find out through 
internet. Different blogs, websites and postal stamps published by different countries also provided useful 
material to me to a great extent. 


Mr. Vajragiri Justice sketched the portraits on the basis of the pictures and photographs I collected 
from different sources from 2005 to Feb, 2014. The remuneration I paid to Mr. Justice in consideration 
of the portraits he sketched for the ‘The Immortals’ is insignificant, when compared with the quality of 
the portraits. With his friendly cooperation, which he said, it was his pleasure to be associated with a 
good work. I was, at last, able to complete “The Immortals’ with one hundred and fifty five portraits in all. 


At the beginning, I wished to provide the life sketches of the 155 portraits found in this album in 
Hindi besides Telugu and English. But my financial constraints forced me to confine it to Telugu and 
English only. My dear friend Mr. BVK Purnanandam (Lecturer in English, Government Junior College 
for Girls, Guntur, Guntur Dist.), my Journalist friend Mr. Nanduri Subba Rao (Hanuman Junction, Krishna 
Dist.), my well wishers Mr. Yangala Koteswararao (YK) (Senior Advocate, Guntur), Mr. Abdul Sattar 
Khan IPS (Vijayawada, Krishan Dist.), Mr. Shaik Mahboob Basha (Assistant Professor, Department of 
History, Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar Central University, Lucknow, UP), helped me to a very great 
extent in translating the brief information of each freedom fighter from Telugu to English. I thank them 
all from the depth of my heart. 


The help rendered by Mr. Kottapalli Ravi Babu (Principal (Retd.) Sri Velagapudi Ramkrishna 
Memorial Govt. Degree College, Nagaram, Guntur Dist.), Mrs. Nusrath Biyabano (English Lecturer 
(Retd.) Hyderabad), Prof. Abdul Noor Basha (Achraya Nagarjuna University, Guntur, Guntur Dist.), Mr. 
Noorbasha Rahamthulla (Deputy Collector, UDA, Vijayawada, Krishan Dist.) in giving a thorough reading 
of the information in the album and in making some suggestions for its improvement. Their cooperation 
and contribution are invaluable and unforgettable. 


I express my deep sense of gratitude to my good friend and prolific writer, Historian Prof. Shamsul 
Islam (Delhi University, Delhi), who has been a source of inspiration to me ever since I started writing 
books in history. I got a good deal of information and pictures from him. When I requested him to write 
an introductory note to ‘The Immortals’, he gladly accepted. My sincere heartfelt thanks to my well 
wisher, a renowned historian Prof. Vakulabharanam Ramakrishna (Hyderabad Central University, 
Hyderabad), who has been going through my writings thoroughly and encouraging me with his valuable 
suggestions and advice, is kind enough to write a friendly note to ‘The Immortals’. 


Iam greatly indebted to my well wishers Mr. Shaik Basha Mohiunddin (Venkatarangapuram Village, 
Kondapuram Mandal, Nellore Dist.), Mr. Shaik Naseem (Bapatla, Guntur Dist.), Mr. Syed Mehaboob 
Basha (S.M Basha), Mr. Syed Saddam Basha (Ananthapur, Ananthapur Dist.), Mr. Shaik Khaja Vali (Guntur, 
Guntur Dist.), Mr. Shaik Mastan Vali, Mr KS Farhathullah (Kadapa, YSR Dist.), Moulana Muneer Ahamed 
Umri (Vyayawada, Krishna Dist.) Moulana Md. Shamsheer (Mangalagiri, Guntur Dist), Mr. Shaik Razaaq 
(Staff Reporter, Andhrajoythy Telugu Daily, Bangalore, Karnataka), Mr. Sameevulla Khan (GMR Airport, 
Hyderabad) who extended their active cooperation from the beginning till the publication of ‘The Immortals’ 
in a full-fledged manner. 


Last but not the least, I express my profound gratitude to my Late Mother Mrs. Syed Beebi jan 
(1936-2008), who encouraged me to render service to the society by all means and to the best of my 


capacity and who helped me in my every endeavour; and to my life partner Mrs. Shaik Ramija Bhanu who 
has been encouraging me by extending her unstinted cooperation and support in all aspects of my writing 
books on history; to my maternal uncle and father-in-law Mr. Shaik Peer Ahamed (Chairman, Azad House 
of Publications, Hyderabad), to my daughter Mrs. Syed Jasmine Ahamed and my Son-in-law Dr. S.M. 
Talmeezuddin (Ulavapadu, Prakasam Dist.) for their affectionate moral support in all my endeavours. 


Now a word about my aim of writing books on history. “‘Any positive effort made to achieve 
tolerance, coordination and harmony among diverse communities of our India is desirable. To enlighten 
the people of the reality and facts of history by revealing to them the share of each community in the 
common efforts and sacrifices in detail and with all evidences is a commendable way of writing history. 
When the diverse communities in the contemporary society come to know about the share and role of 
fellow communities in the saga of fighting for freedom of the country replete with sacrifices, they 
develop a better understanding, mutual trust and respect among themselves. As a result of such sincere 
attempts, an atmosphere of harmony, brotherhood and peace prevail in place of confrontation and social 
unrest’’. It is in such a peaceful and harmonious atmosphere can any country or region move ahead on the 
path of progress and prosperity. It is my dream to see my dear India progress in this way. To realise that 
dream of mine, I started writing on history from 1999 ‘on the role of Muslims in the struggle for the 
freedom of India’ with in my limitations and boundaries. 


And I started writing books on history with the firm belief that an awareness of the truth that every 
community in this country, irrespective of its hue and size, had its share of sacrifices in setting the nation 
free from the yoke of British colonial rule will certainly help create among the different communities of 
India a better understanding of each other. The knowledge that all the communities marched ahead shoulder 
to shoulder in the fight against a common enemy would help and develop not only better understanding 
among diverse communities, but build and strengthen mutual trust, respect and dispel distrust, disharmony 
and disunity. And further it ushers in an atmosphere of peace, harmony and fraternity in the contemporary 
society. I hope the present album ‘The Immortals’ or ‘Charithardhulu’ would help in creating that type of 
positive and good awareness among people of our beloved country India. 


Encouraged by the patronage and blessings I received from the scholars and readers for my writings 
on the role of Muslims in the struggle for the freedom of India, I intensified my efforts further and wrote 
a total of 10 books and published them since 1999. All those books have been re-edited, re-written and 
re-printed several times. I have been sending the pdf files of these books free of cost to those friends 
who requested for them, for the past three years. In this way I have mailed these files through internet on 
request to about three thousand readers across the nation and the world. I convey my sincere gratitude to 
all the Telugu readers who have been welcoming my books and history scholars who have been blessing. 


My special thanks to noted artist, my friend Mr. Shaik Abdullah (Vijayawada) for the beautiful and 
attractive cover for the Album he designed; to my friend Mr. Nalabothula Jayaraj (Jayadeepthi Graphics, 
Vinukonda) who helped me in making necessary changes in page setting and in the preparation of a few 
draft copies of the ‘The Immortals’ or ‘Charithardhulu’ to show to my friends and elders for their 
suggestions before going to final print and to the owner of M/s. Swamy press, Vijayawada for printing the 
album so elegantly. 


Hence, I cannot claim that the present ‘The Immortals’ or my earlier writings are the products of 
individual effort, but the products of collective efforts. Hence I convey my thanks to all those who have 
been with me all along extending their cooperation. With the firm belief that readers are the best persons 
to judge the writings of any author, I seek their patronage and humbly invite their suggestions for 
improvement of this album ‘THE IMMORTALS’ or ‘CHARITHARDHULU’.# 
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SIRAJ-UD-DOULAH, NAWAB OF BENGAL 
(1733-1757) 


Source : History of India, E Marsden, Macmilan and Co., Limited, London, 1944. 
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Siraj -ud-Doulah, the Nawab of 
Bengal was the first Indian king to 
foresee the threat posed to the future of 

/ | the country by the English East India 
Company which entered India in the name of trade but 
transgressed its limits. He took bold initiatives to thwart the 
company's evil designs. The last independent Nawab of 
Bengal, Siraj-ud-Doulah, was born in 1733 and took the reins 
of power at the age of 23 years. Taking advantage of the 
troubles faced by Siraj-ud-Doulah from his kinsmen, the East 
India Company started exploiting the people including the 
farmers and businessmen. Siraj, then took initiative to curb 
those atrocities. Though he succeeded initially, because of 
his attitude of forgiveness towards the enemy, he had to 
pay a heavy price which proved catastrophic to the future 
of India. Under those adverse circumstances, his adversaries 
like Siraj’s aunt Ghasitee Begum, her adopted son Shaukat 
Jung, his supporter Krishna Das, who was the son of Diwan 
Raj Vallabh, Siraj’s Commander-in-Chief, Mir Jafar who 
was his uncle, influential traders Manik Chand, Ameer Chand 
and Banker Jagath Sethi had hatched a conspiracy along 


heii. ed | 


THE IMMORTALS 


Bornee) valeeD nUde>Cidera (1733-1757) 


aS POS S¥oS achends seh wx (wso Sh Swhwanw. 
PSAS SDXeX NGBoOS ‘SphoiwBfo’ 1757 aS 238 
edo%goo8. SOw™N Pxso Ano 3,200 serv D6S* woh PASen 
950 X08 Sxr(sad! omar VPP? HTAAPY) do yard) 
SDH. Borren Saran HorarPer (Sars PayGsrd QS opps, 
ecdos HS oard orcdo Sosen Sarensy 206069 B% SX 
Hlos® arNore SowWdN PAHO oxSroorr KsHsrOSx 
eSQSorr ara BoggrHa AGO Dep~s.. w SOR HOS 
Soracho wort Shs) Saran KksoSdo SS arS 246 
ose Lo& wraGra swScrerS BODOayw. ws Soar 
(SB¥re (Sresvr0sS asses Ato. sedtoS sabs woess 
HS SHOVELS. SE re Sond wGs8 oad SonS sense? 
Borrad Saran APE ewPgHs AchAooociost. eds S&S 
DdvtSH OQr5 Drorax Rxsos Sod RorerTPerss RBoeré, 
edhe) MHoHod SoG arerS BMNomj. ee Stars Dot’ 
TPASOYOE® Hairs) (do 1757 aS 2 Saran dod 
BOX) Md poo So odes &808 Boe. Ss Dédore (O8Bx 
apes $858 DAGONS Bods’ me asBrrons Borren 
Saran SorarPer AGH SBS Borer SS WoSos*a 
(HSx Ber 5 Boso DDxXHod ‘Sowa’ odirst. @ 


SIRAJ-UD-DOULAH , NAWAB OF BENGAL (1733-1757) 


with Robert Clive to overthrow Siraj. As Siraj was unaware 
of the clique against him, he reached Plassey with about 
50,000 troops to fight against the British forces. The Battle 
of Plassey , which marked a watershed in Indian history 
started on 23 June ,1757. The East India Company’s troops 
were only 3,200 and the British troops among them numbered 
just 950. But the treacherous Commander-in-Chief, Mir 
Jafar, and another Commander, Roy Durlabh, deserted 
Nawab Siraj-ud-Daulah in the middle of battle field in favour 
of the East India Company’s troops. As a result, Siraj-ud- 
Doulah was forced to face defeat and he returned to 
Murshidabad, the capital on 24 June. Even there, the situation 
was unfavourable to young Nawab. With no option left for 
him, Siraj left the capital. Meanwhile, Mir Jafar was appointed 
the Nawab of Bengal by Robert Clive. Mir Jafar sent his 
son, Mir Miran, with troops to catch Siraj. Young Siraj was 
caught and brought to the court and beheaded on 2 July, 
1757. Nawab of Bengal Siraj-ud-Doulah will be 
remembered in the Indian history as the ‘first warrior’, 
who sensed the danger from the British and fought against 
them heroically. 
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MIR KHASIM ALI KHAN 
(-1777) 


Source : India’s struggle for Freedom-An Album, Govt. of West Bengal,1987. 
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a at Mir Khasim Ali Khan was a 
y J i warrior Nawab who fought against the 

<< East India Company till his end with 
the conviction that he could ensure safety 
to his kingdom and liberty and prosperity to his people 
only by driving the British out of India. Khasim Ali became 
the Nawab of Bengal on 27 September. 1760, as the 
company rulers dethroned Mir Jafar. Nawab Mir Khasim 
Ali was the nephew of Mir Jafar. By that time, the excesses 
of the officers and employees of the East India Company 
and the traders had reached very notorious proportions. 
People who dared to protest against British had to face 
severe punishments like imprisonment and physical torture. 
Mir Khasim Ali Khan could not tolerate the atrocities of 
the East India Company employees. Hence Nawab started 
taking independent decisions. He wrote a letter to the 
council of the East India Company, protesting against the 
atrocities of the company officials and employees in May 
1762. But there was no response. Meanwhile, the atrocities 
by the Company officials increased manifold. Left with 
no other option , Mir Khasim Ali decided to fight with the 
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MIR KHASIMALI KHAN (-1777) 


East India Company. He shifted the capital of Bengal from 
Murshidabad to Monghyr in 1762. Mir Khasim started 
war against the East India Company force on 10 June, 
1763. But, he had to leave the battlefield as the British 
force had gained upper hand. Then Mir Khasim reached 
Ouadh. He garnered support from Shuja-ud-Daulah, the 
Nawab of Ouadh and Shah Alam-II, the Delhi emperor. 
They agreed to be with him in the war against Company. 
Mir Khasim Ali Khan faced the East India Company troops 
at Buxar with the hope of getting help from Ouadh and 
Delhi troops. But the Ouadh and Delhi troops did not 
came forward and they were confined only to spectator 
role in war because of the conspiracy of the British rulers. 
As aresult of the act of treachery, Mir Khasim had to 
face defeat and was forced to leave the battlefield. Avoiding 
to surrender himself to the enemy, Mir Khasim Ali 
escaped from the battlefield. And he moved secretly 
approaching different native rulers to garner support, so 
that he can fight against the British once again. He made 
several infructuous attempts to fight back against the British. 
Mir Khasim Ali Khan died near Delhi in 1777. 
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HYDER ALI 
(1722-1782) 


Source : History of India, E Marsden, Macmilan and Co., Limited, London, 1944. 
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Hyder Ali, who is famously known 
as ‘the Nepoleon of South India’ for his 
relentless fighting against the con- 
spiracies of the East India Company and 
its neaghnen and for checkmating the British ambitions of 
expansion in South India, was born in 1722 at Devanahalli 
village, Karnataka state. His father was Fateh Mohammad 
Ali and mother Mujidan Begum. Though he did not have 
any formal learning, he received training in martial arts. 
Hyder Ali was sharp in intellect, strong in will, capable of 
handling multiple tasks simultaneously and was brave at 
heart. He had participated in Devanahalli war in 1749 as a 
young soldier of Mysore State. Recognizing his gallantry, 
Nanyaraj, the Minister of Mysore kingdom, honoured Hyder 
Ali with the title of ‘Khan’ and promoted him as the Chief 
of a battalion in the Mysore army. Hyder Ali gradually rose 
to become the Commander-in-Chief of Mysore Army in 
1758. Later, he became the ruler of Mysore. Hyder Ali 
was secular in out look. He treated all religions equally. 
Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad grew jealous at 
Hyder's success and of his reputation among the people. 
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HYDER ALI (1722-1782) 


They attacked Mysore several times with the help of the 
East India Company. Though Hyder Ali suffered initial 
losses, he resisted them successfully and proved a virtual 
nightmare to East India Company. Even then, the British 
rulers provoked Hyder Ali again which led to the second 
Mysore war in July 1780. He went to the battlefield along 
with his son, Tipu Sultan. While Hyder Ali captured the Arcot, 
his son Tipu defeated the East India Company troops and 
captured Kanjeevaram, which was about 50 miles from 
Madras. This sent shivers to Warren Hastings, the Governor 
General of East India Company. He immediately sent 
additional troops from Culcutta, Madras with abundant 
funds under the control of his Commander General, Sir 
Eyre Coote. While fighting against the foreign enemy on 
one side, Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan taught a befitting lesson 
to Malabar Nayars and chieftains, who revolted against 
him with the active support of Nizam of Hyderbad. Hyder 
Ali, while leading his troops towards successive victories, 
fell ill and died in the battlefield on 7 December, 1782, near 
Narasingarayuni Peta village, which is now in Chitoor district 
of Andhra Pradesh. 
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TIPU SULTAN 
(1750-1799) 


Source : History of India, E Marsden, Macmilan and Co., Limited, London, 1944. 
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Tipu Sultan, the “Tiger of Mysore’, 
was a great visionary who exposed the 
expansionist designs of the British 

imperial forces and gave a clarion call to 
his fellow countrymen and native rulers to unite and fight 
against the East India Company. Tipu was born on 10 
November, 1750 at Devanahalli village of Kolar district, 
Karnataka State to Hyder Ali, who was famous as “the 
Nepoleon of South India’ was his father and Fatima Fakhr- 
un-nissa was his mother. He received proper training in 
martial arts and participated in several wars along with his 
father. Tipu became the ruler of Mysore in 1782, after the 
death of his father Hyder Ali. While taking charge of 
Mysore he declared to his people : ‘If loppose you I could 
lose my paradise, my life and my happiness. The happiness 
of the people is my happiness. I don’t think that whatever I 
like is good. But, I consider that whatever is the wish of my 
people is my wish. Those who are the enemies of my people 
are my enemies. And those who are troubling my people are 
deemed to be declaring war against me.’ Tipu kept his 
promise all through his life. While facing continuous attacks 
by the Nizam of Hyderabad and the Marathas, Tipu sultan 
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TIPU SULTAN (1750-1799) 


was able to expand his kingdom from River Krishna in the 
North to Dindigal in the South, for about 400 miles and from 
Malabar in the West to the Eastern Ghats, about 300 miles, 
in his 17 year rule. Tipu Sultan encouraged modern trade, 
industry, agriculture and civil engineering. He tried to reform 
petty criminals by assigning them community work just like 
plantation etc., as punishment. Tipu Sultan was a polyglot, 
he was well versed in Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Arabic, 
Persian, Urdu and French. He worked hard for the promotion 
of education. Tipu, like his father held a secular out look 
and was impartial towards all religions. The British identified 
Tipu as their enemy number one in south India. The jealous 
Nizam of Hyderabad and Marathas could not digest the 
success of Tipu and joined hands with the East India 
Company against him. They all attacked Srirangapatnam, 
capital of Mysore state, which led to the historical fourth 
war of Mysore. Tipu sultan entered the battlefield of 
Srigangapatnam to defend his people and the state, Due to 
treason committed by his diwan, Mir Sadiq and others who 
paved the way for the enemy to enter the fort of 
Srigangapatnam, Tipu Sultan suffered defeat. He died on 4 
May, 1799 fighting against enemy in the battle field. 


SaiyS 5-45 omy S 
Syed Naseer Abamed 


eee ee ee Oy 


a 
= 
“a 
_ 
a 
a | 
= 
| 
= 
a 
= 
| 
nn 
is | 
- 
= 
a 
Lt 
a | 
= 
7 
| 
a 
a 
a 
5 
Y 
r 
= 
" 
a 
= 
a 
a 
: 
™ 
= 
a 
" 
= 
| 
= 


=e | il 


Bi ee oe oe Boo oe 
a! 


= = 


i ee ee a ee ee a a | 


SYED MIR NISAR ALI 
(1782-1832) 


Source : Aritist image based on the information and sketch from India's struggle for freedom - An album and Maha Swetha Devi Book. 
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Wahabi movement enjoyed a 
special status in the history of revolt 
against the British rule in India, and Titu 

} Mir, whose real name was Syed Mir 
Nisar Ali, added militancy to it. It became the source of 
inspiration for several movements in the Struggle for 
Independence of India. Titu Mir was born in a peasant family 
in 1782 at Hyderpur village, Narkelbaria paragana of West 
Bengal. Syed Mir Hasan Ali, Abida Rogayya Khatun were 
his parents. He was arenowned wrestler during his younger 
age and was engaged in several petty jobs. Syed Mir Nisar 
Ali went on a pilgrimage to Mecca in 1822 and met the 
founder of the Wahabi movement, Syed Ahmed Barelwi and 
the founder of the Farazi movement, Haji Shariatullah. The 
meeting of the three leaders had strengthened the ‘Wahabi- 
Farazi’ movements. After his return from Mecca, he settled 
in Hyderpur. He travelled extensively and saw the atrocities 
of the officials of the East India Company, Zamindars and 
Mahajans. Syed Mir Nisar Ali witnessed the woes of the 
people who suffered in the clutches of these exploiters. Titu 
decided to put an end to the exploitation and undertook a 
campaign to arouse the people for a rebellion against the 
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SYED MIR NISAR ALI (1782-1832) 


foreign rulers along with his spiritual campaign. He started 
armed struggle against the British Police and East India 
Company armed forces, who were supporting Zamindars 
and Mahajans. Zamindars and their men were collecting 
taxes for wearing beards and harassed Muslims. Opposing 
the oppressive taxes levied by the Company rulers and 
inhuman activities of local Zamindars, Titu Mir himself 
personally led several revolts. Titu Mir was irked by 
atrocities and attacks on the common people by Zamindars, 
Mahazans and British force. Syed Mir Nisar Ali was so 
courageous that he was even informing the East India 
Company officials and police about his attacks in advance. 
His courageous approach attracted the poor towards him. 
Thousands of people, irrespective of religious and class 
barriers, followed him in his rebellion and fought for him 
against the police and British forces. Titu Mir built a bamboo 
fort in Narkelbaria where he trained his followers in armed 
struggle and frightened the Company rulers for about a 
decade. The British commanders attacked the fort of Syed 
Mir Nisar Ali (Titu Mir) on 19 November, 1831 at 
Narkelbaria, where he succumbed to injuries in 1832. @ 
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HAJI SHARIATULLAH 
(1780-1839) 


Source : indianmuslimlegends.blogspot.com 
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Haji Shariatullah, who militantly led 
Farazi Movement that stood as a source 
of inspiration for several revolutionaries 


in the Indian Freedom Struggle, was born 
in 1780 in Bahadur / Banderlakola village, Faridpur district 
in Bengal. His father Abdul Zaalib was a weaver. When 
Haji Shariatullah was 18 years old, he went on a pilgrimage 
to Mecca, where he studied spiritual scripts extensively and 
became a scholar. In Macca Haji Shraiathullah met Syed 
Ahmed Barelwi, the founder of the Wahabi movement and 
the warrior Syed Mir Nisar Ali (Titu Mir) who added 
militancy to the Wahabi movent in India. The trio decided 
their path of movement before leaving for India. As a result 
of their decisions, Haji Shariatullah reached Faridpur in 1802. 
After returning to the motherland, he settled in Nawabari 
Village near Dhaka (presently the capital of Bangladesh). 
While imparting spiritual knowledge, he used to encourage 
the people towards the movement to emanicipate the 
countury from the yoke of British Raj. His movement was 
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HAJI SHARIATULLAH (1780-1839) 


known as the ‘Farazi Movement’ and his followers were 
known as ‘Farazis’ in the history. When he travelled 
extensively in Bengal be saw the woes of peasants and 
artisans who were being exploited by the officials of the 
East India Company, Zamindars and the Mahajans. Haji 
Shariathullh decided to liberate the people from these 
problems and took to the path of revolution. He garnered 
support from the farmers, artisans and different classes of 
people. Haji Shariathulla fought on behalf of the people, 
against the English rulers, Zamindars and English plantation 
owners and succeeded several times. As Shariatullah was 
very cautious in legal matters, the Courts and the laws could 
not trouble him. Haji Shariatullah’s preachings and Farazi 
movement not only helped the people in fighting against the 
anarchy , but also provoked the desire for freedom among 
them. Farazi movement was active for about halfa century 
and later it continued to influence the freedom movement 
for another halfa century . Haji Shariatullah, the guiding 
light of the Farazimovement, passed away in 1839. 
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GHULAM RASOOL KHAN, NAWAB OF KURNOOL 
(-1840) 


Source : Collected form London Museum by Osmaniya Degree College Library, Kurnool. 
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Ghulam Rasool Khan, the Nawab 
of Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh, who 
created terror among the officials of the 

= tee East India Company, came to power in 
1823. Since his childhood , Ghulam Rasool Khan never 
cared foreign rulers. After coming into power, he took every 
care to protect his state from the British. He was sure that 
he had to fight against the British, and was prepared for 
the same. He befriended Gohar Ali Khan alias Mubariz- 
ud-Doula, a prince of Nizam state. He turned his fort at 
Kurnool into an ordnance factory. The jealous cousins of 
the Nawab Ghulam Rasool, who wished to capture power, 
colluded with the English and hatched conspiracies against 
him. They informed General Fraser, who was the British 
Resident about, the preparedness of Ghulam Rasool for 
war on 23 August, 1839. Alarmed at this, the East India 
Company appointed Edward Armstrong to probe into the 
matter and report it immediately. Edward wrote a letter to 
General Fraser stating that ‘the armoury of the Nawab of 
Kurnool is enormous. His preparedness for war is hard to 
describe. He turned the gardens and the royal palaces into 
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GHULAM RASOOL KHAN, NAWAB OF KURNOOL (-1840) 


ordnance factories.’ This information sent shivers down 
the spine of General Fraser, who sent the East India 
Company forces immediately under the command of Colonel 
A .B. Dyce to capture the fort of Kurnool and arrest 
Nawab Ghulam Rasool Khan. East India Company troops 
attacked and rounded the Kumool fort on 12 October, 1839. 
After six days of fierce fighting, the enemy was able to 
detain Ghulam Rasool Khan, on 18 October, 1839 at 
Joharapuram a village near Kurnool. Later on, they took 
him to Tiruchinapalli and imprisoned Rasool Khan in 
Tiruchinapalli Jail. The British rulers wished to eliminate 
the Nawab of Kurmool. So they bribed his personal servant 
into serving poisoned food to Nawab, due to which Nawab 
Ghulam Rasool Khan died on 12 July, 1840. The Company 
charged the servant of murder and sentenced him to death. 
The British rulers tried their level best to hide this conspiracy, 
but history revealed the fact in course of time. Ghulam 
Rasool Khan is still remembered by the people of 
Rayalaseema region of Andhra pradesh, where they still 
eulogize him singing the ballad titled “Kandanavolu Nawabu 
Katha’ (Story of Kurnool Nawab). # 
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MOULANA PEER ALI KHAN 
(1820-1857) 


Source : Council Knabarnama, May-Aug, 2007, Vol-3, Issues No.24-27, Bihar Vidhan Parishad, Patna. 
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Mboulana Peer Ali Khan, who 
fought against the British military force 
» | declaring that sacrificing oneself in the 

"] cause of liberation of one’s mother land 
is a proof of one’s love for his country, 
was born in Mohammedpur village of Azamabad district, 
Bihar state in 1820. His father was Mohar Ali Khan. As a 
youngster Peer Ali left his village to quench his thirst for 
knowledge and acquired proficiency in Arabic, Persian and 
Urdu languages and finally settled in Patna as a bookseller. 
His opposition to the excesses committed by the English 
rulers drove him to become a member of the local revolu- 
tionary council. He persuaded Moulvi Mohamadi, a British 
Government officer, to help him procure weapons, with 
which he organised an adventurous attack on the English 
Army camp at Danapur. Angered by this, the British army 
officers arrested him along with another 43 members of the 
revolutionary council on 4 July, 1857. The trial of the case 
conducted against Moulana and his party members was re- 
corded in history as ‘Patna Conspiracy Case’. In this case, 
Moulana and nine of his followers were sentenced to death 
by hanging by William Tayor. During the trial and in coustody 
Moulana was tortured to extract information from him re- 
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MOULANA PEER ALI KHAN (1820-1857) 


garding his revolutionary council members. He did not open 
his mouth even when his body bled with injuries. Finally he 
declared courageously : “‘ some times one has to act clev- 
erly to save one’s life; but saving life is not important on all 
occasions. Some times, one has to lay down one’s life for 
the sake of one’s motherland. Then sacrificing one’s life 
will be a proof of ones love for the motherland...you hanged 
my colleagues before my eyes..you will hang many more. 
You can kill me too...But remember one thing. Neither you 
nor any power can suppress the sons of this soil who are 
prepared to shed their blood to free their Motherland. The 
drop of blood we shed in this war will ignite fire in the free- 
dom fighters of our country. Your government and you will 
surely be reduced to ashes in those flames of indignation’”’. 
William Taylor, who pronounced death sentence to Moulana, 
recorded the details of this couragious incident. Incensed 
by this defiant answer, the English officer fixed tight cuffs 
to his hands and legs and tortured him further devilishly. At 
last Moulana Peer Ali Khan kept smiting on the gallows till 
the last moment when he kissed the hang man’s rope wel- 
coming death with dignity and thus attained martyrdom on 
7 July, 1857. ¢@ 
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MOULVI AHMADULLAH SHAH FYZABADI 
(1787-1858) 


Source : Celebrating India, Mehar Fatima Hussain, Manak, New Delhi, 2009. 
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Moulvi Ahmadullah Shah 
Fyzabadi, who created panic among the 
British camps, was born in 1787 in 

Zi Chennai of present Tamil Nadu State. 
His father was Moulvi Mohammad Ali Khan. Moulvi’s 
original name was Syed Ahmed Ali Khan. Due to his spritual 
knowlege, he acquired the title Moulvi. He was regarded 
and respected as Moulvi by the people. He received training 
in Martial arts along with other academic studies. Moulvi 
Ahmadullah Shah went on a tour to England, Iraq, Iran and 
Mecca and Madina on the invitation of the Nizam, Nawab 
of Hyderabad. After returning to India, Moulvi Ahmadullah 
got attracted towards the Sufi ideology and became the 
disciple of Syed Furkhan Ali Shah, who belonged to the 
“Quadri’ silsila. Ahmadullah Shah was sent to Gwalior by 
his Pir (Guru) to propagate the Sufi ideology among the 
people. While preaching Sufi philosophy to people, he was 
also inspiring them to revolt against the exploitative foreign 
rule. This angered the British officials, who imprisoned him 
on charges of treason. Meanwhile, the The First War of 
Indian Independenc of 1857 broke out. Moulvi Ahmadullah 
plunged into it and fought against the forces of East India 
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MOULVI AHMADULLAH SHAH FYZABADI (1787-1858) 


Company and registered several victories over them. 
Moulvi Ahmadullah had personally participated in several 
battles in the first war of independence, which were fought 
by Sardar Hikhmatullah (formaly Deputy Collector in East 
India Company), Begum Hazarat Mahal, (Queen of Awadh), 
Khan Bahadur Khan (ruler of Rohilkhand), Firoz Shah, 
(Moghal Prince). The East India Company announced a 
reward of Rs. 50,000, to catch Moulvi Ahmadullah alive 
or dead. The greedy brother of Jagannath Sinha, the king of 
Powen, shot the Maulvi dead, when he went to Powen to 
invite Sinha into the First war of Independence. Moulvi 
Ahmadullah Shah Fyzabadi was beside the Sinha at Powen 
when he was shot dead. Later, Sinha’s brother beheaded 
Moulvi Ahmadullah and took his head covered with a cloth 
to the nearest British police station at Shahjahanpur. Thus, 
Moulvi Ahamadulla Shah Fyzabad attained martyrdom on 
15 June, 1858. ‘The beast of Powen’, who committed the 
worst treason, got areward of Rs.50,000-00 from the British. 
The British generals were over joyed with the news of 
death of Moulvi Ahamadull Shah Fyzabadi. They felt that 
they were able to eliminate a “very powerful enemy of East 
India Company in North India’. 
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SHAIK BIKHARI SAHEB 
(1819-1858) 


Source : Bharath ke swatantrata Andolan me Bihar ka yogadan (Hindi), Bihar State Govt. Publications, Patna. 
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Shaik Bikhari Saheb raged against 
General Dalhousee’s ‘Doctrine of 
Lapse’ whose sole objective was to 


expand the British empire. He stood in 
support of the freedom loving native rulers and fought against 
the foreign rulers. He was born in 1819 ina village called 
Hupte which was in the jurisdiction of Budmu police station 
in Ranchi district of Bihar. His father’s name was Shaik 
Buland. After completing school education in his native 
village, Bikhari joined army as a soldier. Later he went to 
Oudaghar province on the invitation of its ruler Thakur 
Viswanadha Sahadev and soon he became the Diwan of 
the province. He sensed the imminent danger of ‘Doctrine 
of Lapse’ by the British and that it would be inevitable. He 
sent special emissaries like Amanath Ali Ansari, Karamath 
Ali Ansari and Shaik Hore Ansari to various provinces to 
unite the rulers who were impatient with the expansionist 
activities of British. In a strategic move and with the 
cooperation of Ram Vijay Singh and Nadir Ali Khan of the 
East India Company, he initially attacked the army head 
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SHAIK BIKHARI SAHEB (1819-1858) 


quarters of the British at Ramghad of Hazaribagh district 
in 1857 and won the battle. Buoyed by this victory, he 
entered Santhal paragana with his forces and defeated the 
British forces at Bhanuka. Some British officers were killed 
in the battle. Thakur Viswanadh celebrated the victories. 
Having been informed ofa heavy deployment of company 
forces at Danapur, Bikhari and Tikontha Umrao Singh 
reached Ramghad along with their forces. A terrible battle 
ensued. Though the native soldiers ran short of arms and 
ammunition to face the heavily armed British forces, they 
used arrows and stones in the battle. Eventually, the British 
officers cast their glance on Bikhari, the strategist who 
created sleepless nights for the British rulers. They lured 
some of the greedy persons from the native forces and found 
the secret place of Bikhari. Commander MC Donald went 
there in person with a huge contingent and captured Bikhari 
and Umrao Singh on 6 Jan, 1858. Later they hanged both 
of them, to a tree with out any trial. In that context, MC 
Donald said:‘ Among the rebels, Bikahri is the most hazardous 
and notorious mutineer.’ This shows the extent to which 
Shaik Bikhari Saheb terrified the British officers. 
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AZIMULLAH KHAN 
(-1859) 


Source : 1857 -A pictorial Presentaion, Govt of India Publications, New Delhi. 
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Azimullah Khan, who was 
renowned as a strategist in the First War 
of Indpendence, 1857, was born in 
Uttar Pradesh. At the time when native 
rulers, the heads of princely states were expressing desire 
to fight against the British with out any plan of action , 
Azimullah was of the opinion that planned action would 
yield more results than mere blind use of force.Thus, he 
formulated strategies to combat the British. He learnt 
English and French, studied at Kanpur College, where he 
became a teacher. Nana Saheb Peshwa, the ruler of 
Kanpur, came to know about the talents of Azimullah and 
offered him to be his advocate. Azimullah went to England 
on the invitation of Nana Saheb, to deal with the leagal 
matters of Kanpur State, where he spent a couple of years. 
He closely observed the politics ofthe British during his 
stay in England. He visited several countries during his 
return journey to India. When he reached Malta, he came 
to know that the Russian troops had defeated the Anglo- 
French troops at Malta.Therefore,hewent to Constan- 
tinople to observe the military capabilities of Russia. Later, 
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AZIMULLAH KHAN (-1859) 


he visited France and Crimea and observed the politics 
and war strategies of the rulers of respective countries. 
Their fight for freedom had influenced him and inspired 
him to work for freedom of India. Azimullah tried to establish 
friendly ties with those countries, which were ready to 
help in the struggle against the British. After returning to 
India, he shared his thoughts with Nana Saheb and wrote 
letters to the native rulers in order to garner support for 
the rebellion of 1857. In his letters , he explained to them 
the need for revolting against the British. He started a 
News Paper named ‘Payaam-e-Azadi’ in Hindi and Urdu 
to mould public opinion against the British. He helped 
Begum Hazarat Mahal of Awadh, Moulvi Ahmadullah 
Shah, Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi, the Moghal Prince Firoz 
Shah and Tantia Tope along with Nana Saheb in formulating 
strategies against the British. He retreated to the forests 
of Nepal along with Nana Saheb, Hazarat Mahal and 
others, when the First War of Independence had faced 
the situation of near defeat. Azimullah Khan passed away 
in October 1859 , while making efforts to secure financial 
and military support to fight back against the British. 
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MUHAMMAD BAKHT KHAN 
(- 1859) 


Source : Nayi Duniya, Urdu Weekly, 16-22, 2011, New Delhi. 
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Mohammad Bakht Khan, was born 
in Sultanpur in Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh. 
He provided able leadership to the heroes 
and heroines of The First War of 
Independence of India of 1857 against the forces of the 
East India Company, by taking up the responsibility of 
Commander-in-Chief. He had about 40 years of long 
experience in the British army. He defeated the British 
commanders in the rebellion led by Khan Bahadur Khan in 
Rohilkhand. Later, he captured the treasury of the East India 
Company in Bareilly and reached Delhi with his troops. He 
streamlined the troops after his appointment as the 
Commander-in-Chief by the Mughal Emperor, Bahadur Shah 
Zafar. He initiated democratic reforms by establishing the 
‘Greater Administrative Council’ and formulated the Special 
Constitutional Policy. He felt that there should not be any 
influence of personal differences and selfishness on 
independent rule. Thus, Muhammad Bakht Khan 
demonstrated great statesmanship in his mission. He said 
that it was not enough if the British were driven away them 
from Delhi; they were to be eliminated from nearby states 


heii. ed 8s 


THE IMMORTALS 


anaiean,6 255 ayan (-1859) 


Sarr wodo drowns. v8 Grr SEgrs Schayen Sodsrr 
Bnid whirtoen, mraenod&en, aPedexy [Sxogven ecds 
APS SSHOS Hbrden BA SOS QBS warosdad SHHHOX 
So Bmodoayw. Sars SgHodorr HSgHayos8 xpso Lod 
SHphanw. Kos PASaorro wGSSrP Sov PAH adds 
PAS Sor“erod® ead aPayw. DS6H 8D Soracto Sexyso 
BOR SSG wires SS wHSx Od, SSS dreore 
eBrgcs crarhoarr Sor. BHpith sro Sos sKSa8 
SEarS Sox Hdoss%. &O wording S8o srs SSarS 
OBES BHM aro. ws sojidinos Borceo%y oS) 
Stor} Bo Pats HoT Po Sod SiH soaker Food 
PAHS DAS Borer’ sad AAMPayw.. D2SSH of) 
Soracdo Sars Aho TadS Hrd Sod JaeS HOS 
[owos’s ShowMway&.. sordno Ard Atos S02) 
Sassen sdodoert. Bars OGSS BOA osrirS Yx8oc 
Dorsbea SOS OD YHoo sSd. SAeBo SPOSSES, cred Bae, 
WHNSES GeParyMS GR, Bosrrsrarox (SSgoD, Ho 
PeSolssssoSo Sore Brgodme sso BS Swope Sark 
SHorbHo<xy HsrsyH SE ws AHO axjos SSH woxidinos 
Borer 1859 so 138 BSSSoNoS* SoKSrPH. © 


MUHAMMAD BAKHT KHAN (- 1859) 


of India as well. While Muhammad Bakht Khan was busy 
in his mission, the jealous members of the royal family and 
the selfish traders misguided the emperor Zafar. As he 
understood the situation, Bakht Khan voluntarily gave up 
his position as the Commander-in-Chief. Later, he fought 
several battles against the East India Company forces with 
his own troops. Finally, when the defeat of Delhi had become 
inevitable, Bakht Khan invited the emperor to go with him 
to Lucknow of Awadh state. But the emperor did not respond 
to his advice as he was under the influence of the cunning 
people around him. Then, Bakht Khan left Delhi and reached 
Awadh. Along with Begum Hazarat Mahal he fought against 
the British forces. But, when Lucknow was seized, he 
retreated to the Nepal hills along with Begum Hazarat Mahal. 
From there, Muhammad Bakht Khan started his efforts to 
fight back against the British force, but could not succeed in 
his attempts because of the non cooperation of the Nepal 
ruler, Jung Bahadur. Muhammad Bakht Khan, who revolted 
against the British and fought various battles successfully in 
the First War of Independence of India, died fighting unto 
the last on 13 May, 1859. @ 
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KHAN BAHADUR KHAN 
(1781-1860) 


Source : Celebrating India, Mehar Fatima Hussain, Manak, New Delhi, 2009. 
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Khan Bahadur Khan, the ruler of 
Rohilkhand, who fought against the 
British to liberate the mother land, was 
born on 1781. Declining a very high 
official post offered by the East India Company, Khan 
Bahadur Khan revolted against the British at the age of 
70. He declared Independence at Bareilly, the capital of 
Rohilkhand on 31 May, 1857. He created history by 
addressing the people of Rohilkhand as ‘people of India’ 
and gave a clarion call to them: ‘the auspicious day of our 
freedom has dawned. The English may resort to deceit. 
They would try their hardest to incite Hindus against 
Mussalmans and vice-versa. Mussalmans, if you revere 
the Holy Quran, and Hindus, if you venerate the cow- 
mother, forget your petty differences and join hands in this 
holy war. Fight under one flag and with the free flow of 
your blood wash away the blemishes of the domination of 
the English over Hindustan’. Under the leadership of Khan 
Bahadur Khan, Shobharam had become the Prime Minister, 
who was known for his honesty, and Bakht Khan had 
become the Commander-in-Chief. When the Green Flag, 
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KHAN BAHADUR KHAN (1781-1860) 


the symbol of independence was hoisted in Rohilkhand, 
the British rulers were shocked. Khan Bahadur Khan took 
various steps to ensure harmony among the Hindus and 
the Muslims. He banned cow slaughter during the Hindu 
festivals. Asa result ofhis several efforts, the British could 
not split the Hindus and the Muslims in order to fulfil their 
selfish interests. This is even admitted by the British 
themselves in their reports. Finally, the British commanders 
laid siege to Bareilly with huge troops. Khan Bahadur 
Khan fought against the enemy till the last minute, in the 
adverse situation. He retreated into the forests of Nepal 
with his nominal troops on 5 May, 1858. But Jung Bahadur, 
the ruler of Nepal who was pro-British, handed over 
Khan Bahadur Khan to the British . They tried Rohilkhand 
leader Bahadur Khan and 243 others who had participated 
in the fight against the East India Company, and executed 
them. All of them were hanged to a big banyan tree at the 
old office building of the British Commissioner in Bareilly 
on 24 March, 1860. Saluting the mother land, Khan 
Bahadur Khan, along with his compatriots merged into 
the soil of mother land, India. 


SaiyS 5-65 omy 5 
Sued Naseer Abamed 


SeeQice pe Were Wee’ Weer Nyy Ney 
Sal Deo Did Drs 


ed 


: x . ‘ “ z P oe’ f 
E PRESSES NNN NE NEN NES NN NE NES NE NSN SEN EAN NSS NEN SES NTE NSN SS NNN, | 


y 


cS 


ENSENSENSEN SENN NN 
PNENIEN 


SAQA GENGAWAVENNE eae GE 


SNe 


ASG MANTA NEANNMEEN 


iS 
Kd 
Se 
@ 
Kd 
Se 
eS 
i 
NS 
pe 
@) 
we 
o) 
= 
~ 
@ 
Se 
+ 
Se 
Se 
= 
» 
4 
2 
= 
2 
ed 
2 
® 
4 
2 
A 
t 
# 
# 
* 
2 
= 
5 
. 
s 
< 


BAHADUR SHAH ZAFAR 
(1775-1862) 


Source : 1857 -A pictorial Presentaion, Govt of India Publications, New Delhi, 2000 
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Bahadur Shah Zafar, the last 
Moghul Emperor, led the First War of 
Independence, which was recognized in 
<j] the history as the symbol of anger among 
the people of India against the British. He was born on 
24 October,1775. His father Akbar Shah-II was the 
fourteenth Moghul Emperor. Lal Bai was his mother. 
Bahadur Shah Zafar, besides gaining spirituval and wordly 
knowledge received training in martial arts. The Indian 
soldiers who revolted against the East India Company at 
Meerut in 1857 reached the Red Fort in Delhi on 1 May, 
1857, Bahadur Shah Zafar conducted his court on May 12 
and made various appointments and declared war against 
the British. Later, he established the Greater Administrative 
Affairs Council and assigned different responsibilities to 
diffrent people according to their abilities and loyalty, 
irrespective of religious affiliations. Bahadur Shah Zafar 
took revolutionary steps without hurting the religious feelings 
of Hindus and Muslims. He appealed to his soldiers and 
the ‘people of India’ to defeat the British. After the retreat 
of the British, Bahadur Shah Zafar invited the warriors, who 
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BAHADUR SHAH ZAFAR (1775-1862) 


were revolting against the East India company outside Delhi. 
The Indian warriors were determined not to lose Delhi. But 
the British were conspiring and repeatedly making attempts 
to capture Delhi. Under such a grave situation, fierce fighting 
took place 72 times between the Indian warriors and the 
East India company troops till 14 September ,1857. Finally 
the British troops entered the Red fort and completely 
captured it on 19 September, 1857. Bahadur Shah Zafar 
with some of his family members had to retreat and take 
shelter at Humayun’s Tomb, where Zafar was captured 
by the British on 21 September, 1857. Later, the British 
tried Zafar and declared him an offender and deported him 
to Rangoon Jail on 8 December, 1858. He was accompanied 
by his beloved Begum Jeenath Mahal and his two sons. He 
and his family members led a very miserable life in Rangoon 
Jail for a period of four years. Later on the last Moghal 
King Bahadur Shah Zafar breathed his last in the jail on 
7 November, 1862. He bemoaned pognantly:‘How 
unfortunate you are Zafar! You do not have the fortune of 
having at least two yards of land in your beloved mother 
land for your grave’.@ 
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MOHAMMAD SHER ALI 
(1842-1872) 


Source : India’s struggle for Freedom-An Album, Govt. of West Bengal,1987. 
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Mohammad Sher Ali, an embodi - 
ment of anti-British spirit , was born in 
1842 at Peshawar, presently in Pakistan. 
He was inspired by the Wahabi 
movement that arose against the British in his younger age. 
His family migrated to Ambala from Peshawar in 1863. He 
was sentenced to death on 2 April, 1868, by the British court 
in a case of personal clashes. However the death sentence 
was reduced to life imprisonment because of his good 
behaviour in the jail and he was transferred to the jail in 
Andaman. He was worrying in the Jail for his inability to do 
anything to the fellow countrymen. He was planning to take 
revenge against the British. He carefully designed a plan to 
reach his goal. He gained the confidence othe prison officials 
with his balanced behaviour and could secure an appointment 
as a barbar to give hail cut to co-prisoners. Mohammad Sher 
Ali was given material which can be used for hair cutting 
work, in which there was a sharp knife which he wanted to 
use to avenge himself on the enemy. While he was waiting 
for an opportunity , the British Viceroy Lord Mayo visited 
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MOHAMMAD SHER ALI (1842-1872) 


the Andaman Jail on February 8, 1872. Sher Ali was eagerly 
waiting to take revenge. He was awaiting the arrival of 
British official Lord Mayo . While the Viceroy was inspecting 
prison cells, Mohammad Sher Ali suddenly jumped over 
and assaulted the Viceroy with his knife. Thus he killed the 
Viceroy within no time. Later, he openly admitted his crime 
in the trial and said, ‘I left all hopes on my life when I joined 
in the movement for the freedom of my country. I was 
able to eliminate at least one of our enemies. I was able to 
perform my duty. All of you would be the witness for my 
noble duty in the court of God.” Mohammad Sher Ali was 
again sentenced to death for killing the Viceroy. Before 
being hanged, Sher Ali said that ‘he was not repenting for 
his deed, rather felt proud.’ He was hanged on 11 March, 
1872 at Viper Island. Historian Shantimoy Roy paid glowing 
tributes to him saying that ‘Martyr Mohammad Sher Ali 
had become the role model for his next generation of 
revolutionaries, who fought against the British, as they were 
inspired by his gallantry, patriotism and commitment towards 
the cause of the country.’ # 
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BEGUM HAZRAT MAHAL 
(1830-1879) 


Source : http:/Awww.whereincity.com/india/great-indians/women/begum-hazrat.php 
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Begum Hazrat Mahal, a prominent 
woman of 1857 rebellion, was born in 
1830 Faizabad of Uttar Pradesh. Her 
actual name was Muhammadi Khanum. 
Her father is Gulam Hussain of 
Faizabad. At her tender age itself, she showed good talent 
in literature. She was married to Wajid Ali Shah, the Nawab 
of Awadh. They were blessed with a son Mirza Birjis Khadir 
Bahadur. On 13 February, 1856, the British troops imprisoned 
Wajid Ali Shah. They sent him to Calcutta on 13 March and 
occupied Awadh illegitimately. This irked the people and 
native rulers. They revolted against the British under the 
leadership of Begum Hazrat Mahal. The native rulers and 
people met at Chavani area of Lucknow, the capital of Awadh 
on 31 May, 1857 and declared independence. They taught a 
lesson to the British troops and wiped out their power in 
Lucknow. Later, Begum Hazrat Mahal declared her son Birjis 
Khadir as the Nawab of Awadh on 7 July, 1857. As the 
King’s mother, she gathered 1,80,000 troops and renovated 
the Lucknow fort spending huge amount of money. She 
established a high level committee for the good governance 
of the state in which she appointed members like Mummu 
Khan, Maharaja Balakrishna, Babu Purna Chand, Munshi 
Ghulam Hazrat, Mohammad Ibrahim Khan, Raja Man Singh, 
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BEGUM HAZRAT MAHAL (1830-1879) 


Raja Desibaksh Singh, Raja Beni Prasad and others. Sharaf- 
ud-Doula was appointed as Chief Minister and Raja Jail 
Lal Sing as Collector. Hazarat Mahal ruled the state on 
behalf of her son for about ten months and challenged the 
British force by inspiring patriotism among the people and 
the fellow native rulers. She issued a historic statement on 
31 December, 1858 challenging the proclamation issued by 
the Queen Victoria on 1 November, 1858. But, when Delhi, 
the prime center for the First War of Independence was 
captured, the British troops surrounded and attacked 
Lucknow in March 1859. There was a fierce battle between 
the Company troops and the Begum troops. When defeat 
became inevitable, Begum Hazrat Mahal retreated to the 
Nepal forests along with the co-revolutionary leaders like 
Nana Sahib Peshwa and others. The British rulers offered 
her huge amount of money and luxurious facilities in order 
to bring her back to Lucknow. But, the Begum denied them 
and made it clear that nothing else was acceptable to her 
except Independent Awadh state. Begum Hazarath Mahal 
was struggling for the independence of her state till her last 
breath. She passed away at Khathmound of Nepal on 7 
April, 1879. In 1984 Government of India released a postal 
stamp in her honour. 


SaiyS 5-65 omy 5 
Syed Naseer Ahamed 


f*) 


SENS NSN NEN NEN NSE SE SEE SE SRE SOS NE NE STE SSE SES NEE NEE NE NETS NES NSE NT NE 


s' 


DVHVAY 


NED NENG 


CNN N ANNE NANA NENA NEI NEN EN ENN EE 


CMIDIAIMIDIDIMIOLOY 


£ 


Sa NUNS DNC TNA TN TEN TNT 
SOS OSASOLAL OS ASAE ASST ASAT AS ASA ALAS AS ASAT ASOT aS 


> 
~ 
2 
— 
= 
~ 
2 
> 
~ 
= 
~: 
> 
~ 
= 
~ 
=: 
~ 
— 
~ 
> 
ane 
= 
~. 
= 
~ 
= 
~. 
= 
—~ 
> 


LOO DIM PaqMagaqga 


ore) 


MOULVI SYED ALLAVUDDIN 
(-1884) 


Source : States Re-organisation, A case study of Andhrapradesh, Captain LP Rangareddy, Voice of Telangana, Hyderabd, 2013. 
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Moulvi Syed Allavuddin was a 
spiritual leader. He used to exhort people 
of Nizam State, one of the strongest 
princely states of South India, to rebel 
against the British hegemony. He stood in the forefront of 
the direct fight against the British Government. Moulvi Syed 
Allavuddin was a native of Hyderabad, the capital of 
erstwhile Nizam princely state. Allavuddin intensified his 
rebellious activities soon after First war of Independence of 
India was started in 1857. A rebellion started in Aurangabad 
which was part of Nizam State. The rebels who took part in 
the revolutionary activities in Aurangabad, escaped arrest 
and came to Hyderabad. They were arrested by the Nizam 
state police and kept in the jail. The people and prominent 
citizens of Nizam state were angry when Nizam rejected 
their plea to release the arrested rebels. They met in Mecca 
Maszid on 17 July, 1857 and decided to attack the British 
Residency in Hyderabad. That after noon at 4 P.M about 
five hundred people led by Moulvi Allavuddin and another 
revolutionary leader Patan Turrebaz Khan marched ahead 
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MOULVI SYED ALLAVUDDIN (-1884) 


from Sultan Bazar with war cries to attack British 
Residency, asymbol of British Supremacy. Nizam Nawab 
being a friend of the British, informed the English officers 
of the imminent attack. The armies of the English and the 
Nizam moved strategically and confronted the attackers with 
additional forces. Firing continued between two sides 
throughout the night. The rebels retreated as the enemy 
forces gained an upper hand. The angry armies of the British 
and the Nizam cracked down on the people of Hyderabad. 
An award of four thousand rupees was announced on the 
head of Moulvi Syed Allavuddin. Moulvi went underground. 
After taking shelter for one and half year from his close 
friend named Peer Mohammed, he started consultations 
with freedom fighters and revolutionaries like Syed Bhikkoo, 
Syed Lal and Mohammed Ali to put an end to the hegemony 
of the British on his land and people. At last British force 
arrested and sent Moulvi Allavuddin to the cellular jail in the 
Andaman on 28 June ,1859. After leading a miserable life 
of 25 years as a prisoner, Moulvi Syed Allavuddin passed 
away in 1884. @ 
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MOULVI LIAQUTH ALI KHAN 
(1817-1892) 


Source : http://www.bagchee.com/web/files/books/2009/09/56257/thumb_286_42320.jpg 
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Though the freedom struggle of 
1857 was started by the sepoys, people 
from all walks of life took part in the war. 
Some scholars bade good bye to their 
pens and wielded swords to participate in the struggle for 
the independence of India. Moulvi Liaquth Ali Khan was 
one of them. He was born on 5 October, 1817 in a weavers 
family in Mahgaon village of Chayil Tahsil of Allhabad district, 
Uttar Pradesh. His mother was Aminabi and father was 
Syed Mehar Ali. He acquired religious knowledge and 
developed anti-British attitude right from his childhood. He 
joined British army and started indoctrinating anti-British 
ideas into the minds of Indian soldiers. East India company 
officers sensed this and expelled him form the army. Moulvi 
Liaquth Ali resumed his activities from his native village 
Mahagao giving religious guidance to the people on one hand 
and exhorting them to wage a righteous war against the 
British to secure our lawful rights and to reinstall native rule 
on the other. He started uniting anti-British groups in 
Allhabad. As his efforts yielded some result, he entered 
with his force Allhabad town, drove away East India 
Company force and officers and took control of the town. 
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MOULVI LIAQUTHALI KHAN (1817-1892) 


Moulvi declared himself as the representative of Delhi 
Emperor Bahadur Shah Jafar and ran the administration of 
the town from Kouserbagh as his head quarters. His wrote 
asong ‘Peyam-e-Amal’ exposing the misdeeds of the British 
rule and seeking Hindu-Muslim-Sikh unity besides inspiring 
patriotism among countrymen and particularly Indian soldiers 
in the British army. It was published in ‘Payam-e-Azadi’ 
an Urdu periodical edited by another freedom fighter 
Azeemullah Khan. General Neill of East India Company 
mobilised necessary forces and attacked Liaquth Ali’s head 
quarters on 11 June 1857. Moulvi fought the battle valliantly 
till the end but left the battle field on 17 June under adverse 
circumstances. The company officers announced a huge 
reward on his head. Moulvi evaded capture for a period of 
14 years. Later on, on a tip off from a traitor, he was 
captured by the British forces. In the trial that followed, he 
categorically declared that he had taken up arms only to 
emancipate his mother land from the yoke of the British. 
After the trial, Moulvi Liaquth Ali Khan was sentenced to 
life imprisonment and was extradited to Andamans, where 
he breathed his last on 17 May, 1892. 
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MIRZA BIRJIS KHADIR BAHADUR 
(1845-1892) 


Source : http:/oudh.tripod.com/bq/bq.htm 
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Mirza Birjis Khadir Bahadur, son 
of Wajid Ali Shah , the Nawab of Awadh 
and Begum Hazrat Mahal, was born in 
1845. His original name was 
Mohammad Ramzan Ali Bahadur. He regained Awadh 
which was occupied illegitimately by the British and became 
the ruler of Awadh at a very younger age on 7 July, 1857, 
under the gurdianship of his mother Begum Hazrat Mahal. 
The British retreated from Lucknow because of the gallantry 
exhibited by the local warriors, native rulers under the 
able leadership of the Begum Hazarat Mahal. Later, Mirza 
Birjis Khadir was declared Nawab of Awadh. He ruled 
his kingdom Awadh for about 10 months. When Queen 
Victoria’ s proclamation was released on First November, 
1858, a counter declaration was issued in the name of 
Birjis Khadir on 31 December, 1858. The British generals 
could not tolerate the challenge from Birjis Khadir. 
Consequently, the British generals Collin Campbell, 
Havelock, James Outram and others surrounded Lucknow 
with heavy troops. The Sikhs and Gurkhas fought on the 
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MIRZA BIRJIS KHADIR BAHADUR (1845-1892) 


side of the East India Company. Though the people of 
Lucknow and Awadh soldiers fought their level best, they 
could not win the battle. Left with no other option, Birjis 
Khadir and Begum Hazarat Mahal had to retreat to the 
Nepal forests. The Begum passed away in 1879 in Nepal 
and, later Wajid Ali Shah, the Nawab, too died in East 
India company prison at Calcutta. After the death of the 
Wajid Ali Shah, the British conspired to eliminate Birjis 
Khadir and his family. They invited him to Calcutta for 
discussions. Unaware of the cunning intentions of the 
British, Birjis Khadir reached Calcutta along with his 
family. Accompained by his son Khurshid Khadir and 
daughter Jamal Ara Begum, he attended the dinner hosted 
by the British on 13 August, 1893; they were served 
poisoned food. All the three died after consuming it. 
However, Mohabbat Ara Begum, wife of Birjis Khadir, 
and younger daughter Husna Ada Begum could survive, 
as they did not join for the dinner. Thus, Mirza Birjis Khadir 
Bahadur fell prey to the deceitful conspiracy of the British 
on 14 August, 1892.¢ 
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RAHAMATULLAH MOHAMMAD SAYANI 
(1847-1902) 


Source : Rise of Muslims in Indian Politics, Rafiq Zakaria, Somaiy, Mumbai, 1986. 
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Rahamatullah Mohammad Sayani 
was born on 5 April, 1847 in Bombay. 
He was one of the two famous Muslim 
representatives, who attended the first 
session of Indian National Congress in 1885, which was 
attended by 72 members only. Rahamatullah became the 
first post graduate in 1868 at a time when Muslims were 
highly averse to English education. Later, he obtained Law 
degree in 1870 and started practice as an advocate in 
Bombay and earned fame within a short span of time. He 
was able to attract the masses with his social work and got 
elected to Bombay Municipal Corporation in 1876. Later, 
he became the Mayor of Bombay Municipal Corporation 
in 1888 and, in the same year, became a Member of 
Bombay Legislative Council. He continued in the Bombay 
Legislative Council and was in that capacity till 1896. 
Rahamatullah Mohammad Sayani also became a member 
of the Imperial Legislative Council in 1896. He presided 
over the 12th session of the Indian National Congress. 
He worked hard for the promotion of religious harmony 
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RAHAMATULLAH MOHAMMAD SAYANI (1847-1902) 


and peace among different sections of society. When Sir 
Syed Ahmed Khan was campaigning against the Indian 
National Congress, he powerfully countered the campaign. 
He appealed to the Muslims to join the Indian National 
Congress and pleaded that they could have the right to get 
their share in the collective wealth only when they joined 
the collective movements. Rahamatullah Mohammad 
Sayani laid strong foundations for the Indian national 
movement. He explained to people as to how national 
wealth eroded and consequent loss suffered by the people 
of India. He also challenged the bias in the British taxation 
system. Rahamatullah Mohammad Sayani made an 
authentic study on agriculture and famine problems and 
theoretically proved and warned the British rulers that there 
would not be any greater revolt than hunger. He sacrificed 
his life to liberate the country from the clutches of exploiting 
British rule and to change the lives of the people by bringing 
communal harmony. Rahamatullah Mohammad Sayani, 
who was adored by the people as the ‘real fond son of 
India’ passed away on 4 June, 1902. 
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JUSTICE BADRUDDIN TYABJI 
(1844-1906) 


Source : Bddruddin Tyabji, L Futehally, NBT, 1994. 


ss gn ee 


THE IMMORTALS Syed Naseer Ahaned 


PSArK Hood Mrihdoro Speen 
ors FS SBWDS ws SOG SOAS Sods 
| & SevoerdS SoS aWko DAD Sade. 
wig LoSPO( HS O sods? 1844 ead 8% 
enourds. esciois SoG Sods wd, SQ wdoar bco5A. SSS 
DSS ISPS SHBS Ar[Sorergdy HRowd&H Gsiwg arysross 
Sod Gd.eGo.2S SsryoSarcdooxX solos PSDoar~. 
edsBomrds. SsrdS SHQHOw Dxyjore Scie 8) 3% Agox 
SENS, Gor arycs® Stosev BAoart. w wrasseos® HSAS 
caltalats SHodEe DS Soe S* aur, SOdHS, SE, MaTrd, 
DOS arhor, SA wos eaixd SdyHayw. 18656° SrB 
Brom aChQn Marsrsrarrd. 18675 ooSS SY Dyas Hos 
Hep DaynHD SPoerom SQ) wssGs Lowrdss Ko erOxg5re 
DAS Sabd8 Dt mrowt. SPoerond® (BapGyrr aryB 
TPODS DOES Shr Siva, s8mrS BoohoS wi awXOre 
(Seo Sgrs 1871E° BSNS soH¥S sbySiro axor 
[Her DardorNoS wah wtronept.. @ GXod* 18736° 
2(SoQs SHS SPoweon SOYSOSM, 188285° SPoeron 
BLQ8S PQS SspArr DoHSatogto. wors (Habdesgo epbSccne 
Hey XPOS) AdKesr WOS AGraror sobs HpBdSomr. 


Justice Badruddin Tyabji was born 
on 8 October, 1844 in Kambe, Maha- 
rashtra. He was from such a family from 

| 3 |] where its three generations participated 
in the dian Independence Movement. His father was 
Tyyab Ali and mother Amina Tyabj1. Tayyab Ali, who had 
built his own business empire of both domestic and foreign 
trade, gave English education to his children. Badruddin 
learned Urdu, Persian, Arabic, Gujarati, Marathi and a little 
English at a young age. He married Moti Begum in 1865. 
Tyabji went to London to study Bar-at-Law. He returned to 
India and set up legal practice in Bombay and became one 
of the highly paid Barristers of the day in Bombay. Along 
with his friends Feroz Shah Mehta and Kasinath Telang, he 
entred public life with an agitation of behalf of the people 
in 1871. The three friends were famously known as the 
‘Three Stars’. He became a corporator of Bombay 
Municipal Corporation in 1873 and later became a Member 
in the Bombay Legislative Council. He opposed the 
discriminating policies of the British. As one of the founding 
members of the Indian National Congress in December 
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JUSTICE BADRUDDIN TYABJI (1844-1906) 


1885, he dedicated himself to the cause of India's Freedom. 
He played a vital role in the Indian National Congress and 
was influential in its policy making. He also refuted the 
arguments of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, Syed Amir Ali and 
Nawab Abdul Latif who had tried to wean the Muslims 
away from the Indian National Congress. Justice Badruddin 
Tyabji presided over the third session of the Indian National 
Congress in 1887 at Madras. He worked hard to strengthen 
the Indian National Congress until he became a Justice in 
the Bombay High Court in 1895. He sought socio-economic, 
educational reforms for the development of Muslims. He 
firmly believed that modern education was essential for 
girls not only for their development but also for the 
development of Muslim community as a whole. Hence he 
established several social service and educational institutions. 
He became the Acting Chief Justice of Bombay High Court 
in 1902, later became the full-fledged Chief Justice in 1906. 
He was the first Indian to have served the nation as a jurist 
and a nationalist. Justice Badruddin Tyabji, who was treated 
‘first as an Indian, next a Muslim and finally a universal 
human being’, died on 19 August, 1906 in England. 
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Mulla Abdul Qayyum Khan was 
born in Madras in 1853. He was one 
of the pioneers who awakened the 
people to fight against the British and 
the Nizam knowing pretty well that it meant facing the ire 
of the mighty powers. His parents settled in Hyderabad in 
his childhood. After learning Persian and Urdu in Dar-ul- 
Uloom he completed higher education in Mirzapur, Uttar 
Pradesh. He joined service in the princely state of 
Hyderabad as an employee and soon rose to a higher 
position. He met Aghoranath Chattopadhyaya, father of 
famous poetess Sarojini Naidu, in 1880. The friendship 
that developed between them stood as the symbol of 
Hindu—Muslim unity and lead to several historical events 
in Hyderabad State. Abdul Qayyum was interested in 
public service right from his childhood. He gave priority to 
spreading education and enlightenment and established 
various institutions and organizations for the same. Abdul 
Qayyum Khan took active part in “Anti-Chanda Railway 
Project Agitation” along with Dr. Aghoranath and with this, 
he created an awareness among the common people that 
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MULLA ABDUL QAYYUM KHAN (1853-1906) 


they could disobey the orders of the Nizam, if they are 
not in the welfare of people at large. For this reason, he 
faced the ire of Nizam and was banished from Hyderabad 
state for some time. He created history as the first Muslim 
leader from Hyderabad state to join the Indian National 
Congress in 1885. He wrote essays in a newspaper called 
‘Safire-e-deccan’ to counter the anti congress campaign 
led by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan. He published a pamphlet 
in 1905 to silence his critics. He gave a call not only to 
Muslims but also to all the people to ignore the orders of 
Nizam and to join Indian National Congress. He played a 
prominent role in the agitation against the division of Bengal 
in 1905 and imparted velocity and vigour to the Swadeshi 
Movement. For his work of promoting communal harmony, 
he won laurels of the people not only as a ‘Prophet of 
Hindu-Muslim unity’ but also as an ‘Embodiment of Hindu- 
Muslim unity.’ His egalitarian ideas, patriotic fervour, ideals 
of universal brotherhood impressed Sarojini Naidu to 
describe him as ‘a great Muslim, a great Indian and a great 
human being’. Such a great patriot Mulla Abdul Qayyum 
Khan breathed his last on 27 October, 1906. @ 
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NAWAB MOHSIN-UL-MULK 
(1837-1907) 


Source : Rise of Muslims in Indian Politics, Rafiq Zakaria, Somaiy, Mumbai, 1986. 
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Nawab Mohsin-ul-Mulk whose 
original name was Syed Mehadi Ali was 
born on 9 December, 1837 in Etawah, 

Uttar Pradesh. His Father was Mir 
Zamin Ali. He joined Government service at the age of 17 
and was promoted to several higher posts. He appeared 
for the Provincial Civil Services Examination in 1867, 
secured the top rank and became Deputy Collector. While 
working as an officer in the East India Company, he had 
tried to create political consciousness among the Muslims. 
He resigned from the job in the in 1874 and joined in the 
service of the Hyderabad state as he was invited by the 
Nizam. The Nizam honoured him with the titles of ‘Nawab 
Mohsin-ul-Mulk’ and ‘Munir Nawab Jung’. He withdrew 
from the service of Nizam in 1893 and settled down at 
Aligarh. Later on, he dedicated himself to the development 
of the ‘Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental College’ which was 
run by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan. When Sir Syed passed 
away in 1899, he took over the entire responsibility of the 
College. He convinced the people who opposed the 
ideology of Sir Syed and collected funds for the 
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NAWAB MOHSIN-UL-MULK (1837-1907) 


development of the college by meeting the elites. He 
opposed the British orders meant to degrade the status of 
Urdu language and organized several protest programmes 
establishing ‘Urdu Defence Committee’ in 1900. This irked 
the British officials who threatened to stop funding the 
Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental College. As a result, he 
withdrew himself from the direct activities and strove for 
the protection of Urdu language by establishing the 
‘Anjuman Taraqqi-i-Urdu’. He recognized the need of a 
separate political organization for Muslims and garnered 
support for the same from fellow Muslim leaders. As a 
result, the All India Muslim League was founded in 1906 
at East Bengal-Assam Provincial Educational Conference 
in Dhaka in 1906. He also fought for the separate 
constituencies for Muslims, his efforts gave fruitful results 
in Minto-Morley reforms and thus, Muslims could get 
separate electorates forthem. He didnot evencare for 
his health while he was busily engaged in his mission. 
Though he succeeded in his mission, his health deteriorated 
much. After prolonged illness Nawab Mohsin-ul-Mulk 
passed away on 7 October, 1907 in Simla. 
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NAWAB SIR KHWAJA SALEEMULLAH BAHADUR 
(1871-1915) 


Source : Govt. of Pakistan Stamps Series of ‘Pioneers of Pakistan’. 
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Nawab Sir Khwaja Saleemullah 
Bahadur, who worked not only for 
Indian Independence but also for the 

| eee 9) welfare of the Muslim community, was 
born on v7] June, 1871 in Dhaka, the capital of present 
Bangladesh. Nawab Saleemullah became Deputy 
Magistrate in 1893. But he quit the job in 1895 as he could 
not tolerate the exploitation by the European merchants 
and officials. He started his own business and entered the 
field of social service. He served in diffrent ways for the 
development of poor Muslims. He gave importance to 
educate people. He donated huge amount of money for 
the development of the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental 
College in Aligarh. He became the fourth Nawab of Dhaka 
in 1901 after the demise of his father Nawab Ahasanullah. 
He supported the division of Bengal in 1906, as he thought 
that this measure would prove beneficial to the poor 
Muslim peasants who were being exploited by the 
Landlords. Aiming at the educational development of poor 
Muslims, he organized the East Bengal-Assam Provincial 
Educational Conference in 1906. He demanded for the 
establishment of a University in Dhaka to improve the 
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NAWAB SIR KHWAJA SALEEMULLAH BAHADUR (1871-1915) 


academic opportunities for the Muslims. He wanted to 
form a separate political party for Muslims to protect their 
interests and wrote letters to about two thousand Muslim 
leaders in this regard. He invited them to discuss this 
matter at his palace, ‘Ahasan Manzil’in Dhaka. He also 
organised All India Muhammadan Educational Conference 
from 27 December to 30 December, 1906 in Aligarh. 
Prominent personalities like the Begum of Bhopal, Ali 
Brothers, and Moulana Abul Kalam Azad attended the 
Conference. On the final day of the Conference, Nawab 
Sir Khwaja Saleemullah Bahadur moved the proposal of 
the All India Muslim League and explained the need for its 
establishment. His efforts led to the formation of the ‘All 
India Muslim League’, in which, he held different key posts. 
He submitted a representation to the British government in 
1911 for the development and welfare of the Muslims. 
Though he had voluntarily stayed away from active politics 
since 1914, he not only spent his wealth for the development 
of educational institutions and student hostels but also 
restlessly worked to get the government funds for them. 
Nawab Sir Khwaja Saleemullah Bahadur passed away 
on 15 January, 1915. 
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NAWAB WAQAR-UL-MULK 
(1841-1917) 


Source : Rise of Muslims in Indian Politics, Rafiq Zakaria, Somaiy, Mumbai, 1986. 
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Nawab Wagar-ul-Mulk, who 
believed that partnership in political power 
besides education is very essential for the 
a development of Muslims, was born on 
24 March, 1841 j in Moradabad, Uttar Pradesh. His actual 
name was Sheik Mushtaq Hussain.After completing 
traditional education, he joined a government school. He 
became a teacher in the same school where he studied. 
Later, he served as an official in the British Government. 
The Nizam of Hyderabad honoured him with the title of 
‘Nawab Mushtaq Hussain Wagar-ul-Mulk’. Later he 
became famous as ‘Nawab Wagar -ul-Mulk’. He met Sir 
Syed Ahmed Khan in 1861, after which, he began to help 
the activities of the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College 
run by the later in Aligarh. Upon the invitation of the Nawab 
of Nizam, he joined the service of state of the Hyderabad 
in 1875 asa first grade officer. The Nizam, who recognized 
his talents, appointed him as the Minister for Law. He was 
admired for the report he had submitted in 1878 suggesting 
reforms in the Judiciary. Nawab Waqar-ul -Mulk spent some 
time in his native village Amroha after returning from the 
service of Nizam Government. Later, he joined the movement 
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NAWAB WAQAR-UL-MULK (1841-1917) 


for the protection of Urdu in 1900, which was started by 
Nawab Mohsin-ul-Mulk. He pleaded for Muslim 
participation in power politics as it was needed for the 
accomplishment of their democratic rights. He had 
renovated the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental Defence 
Association in 1901. Nawab Wagar -ul -Mulk was one of 
the Muslim representatives who had submitted a 
memorandum to the Viceroy in October 1906 appealing for 
the political representation for Muslims. Meanwhile, 
Saleemullah, the Nawab of Dhaka, organized All India 
Mohammedan Educational Conference in December 1906. 
On the concluding day of the Dhaka conference, All India 
Muslim League was formed as proposed by Nawab 
Saleemullah and was supported by Hakim Ajmal Khan. 
Nawab Wagar -ul- Mulk played a vital role in the formation 
of the Muslim League. Since then, he dedicated his remaining 
life for the development of the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental 
College and the All India Muslim League. He did not care 
for his health and being busily engaged in the activities of 
Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College and the All India 
Muslim League, Nawab Wagar -ul-Mulk passed away on 
27 January, 1917. 
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MOULVI ABDUL RASOOL 
(1872-1917) 


Source : India’s struggle for Freedom-An Album, Govt. of West Bengal,1987. 
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Moulvi Abdul Rasool, who 
actively participated in the movement 
opposing the division of Bengal, was 
born in 1872. His father Moulvi Ghulam 
Rasool, was a Zamindar in Bengal. Abdul Rasool went to 
England in 1889 to pursue higher education, from where 
he obtained a degree in Law in 1898. He was the first 
Bengali to have received a degree. He stoutly opposed 
the division of Bengal, and participated actively in anti- 
Beganl division movement and raised his voice against 
evil designs of Lord Curzon. Since then, he started anew 
life as a freedom fighter. He had participated in a meeting 
held at the Town Hall of Calcutta on 7 August, 1905 to 
protest against the division of Bengal. Later, he left his 
legal profession and got himself totally dedicated to the 
cause of India’s Freedom Struggle. Moulvi Abdul Rasool 
organised several meetings all over Bengal criticizing the 
misdeeds of Lord Curzon. He explained to the people 
about the need for opposing the partition of Bengal and 
worked for the strong harmonious and friendly relations 
between Hindus and Muslims. The British Government 
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MOULVI ABDUL RASOOL (1872-1917) 


could not tolerate his strident compaign and troubled his 
both physically and mentally. Moulvi Abudl Rasool 
criticized that the British rulers were trying to divide Hindus 
and Muslims the same way they divided Bengal. The 
British Government got him terminated from the posts he 
held and sent him to jail several times. Abdul Rasool 
adopted the ‘Swadeshi policy’ encouraging the use of 
domestic goods. He had established several associations 
like ‘Bengal Mohammedan Association’ for the progress 
and development of Muslims. Abdul Rasool worked 
untiringly to spread the ideology of secularism. When 
communal riots broke out in March 1907, he visited all 
those places and gave a call for ‘Rakhi Bandhan’ 
programme to ensure mutual security of Hindu and 
Muslims. Moulvi Abdul Rasool also played a vital role in 
the Home Rule Movement started by Annie Besant in 1916. 
He adored the movement to such an extent that he even 
wished that his wrist watch with the symbol of Home Rule 
Movement be buried along with his body after his demise. 
Moulvi Abdul Rasool passed away in the month of 
September 1917, after announcing his last wish. 
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NAWAB SYED MUHAMMED 
(1867-1919) 


Source : Rise of Muslims in Indian Politics, Rafiq Zakaria, Somaiy, Mumbai, 1986. 
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Nawab Syed Muhammed, who is 
a descendent of ‘Mysore Tiger’ Tipu 
Sultan, was born in 1867 in Madras of 
’ Tamila-nadu State. After completing his 
higher education, he entered the field of his family business 
under the guidance of his father Mir Humayun. While doing 
business, he also took interest in public welfare and political 
activities. He joined Indian National Congress in 1894. He 
was elected Sheriff of Madras City in 1896. The British 
Government honoured him with the title of ‘Nawab’. He 
was elected to the Madras Legislative Council in 1900 and 
also became a member in the Indian National Congress 
committee in 1901. Nawab Syed Muhammed became the 
President of the ‘Madras Mahajan Sabha’ which was formed 
in order to create socioeconomic and political awareness 
among the natives. He also established several new 
organizations for the development of the poor Muslims. 
Nawab Syed Muhammed demanded for decreasing the 
burden of tax on poor farmers and also wanted the 
government to help for promoting technical education. He 
successfully organized the meetings of the nineteenth session 
of Indian National Congress held in 1903 in Madras, as the 
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NAWAB SYED MUHAMMED (1867-1919) 


President of its reception Committee, for which he received 
wide approbation. Syed Muhammed was elected member 
of the Imperial Legislatrve Council in 1905. But he declined 
to be a member of the delegation that went to meet Lord 
Minto to demand separate electorates for Muslims in 1906. 
He always supported the Indian National Congress on all 
issues of public interest. He presided over the Karachi 
session of Indian National Congress, which was held in 
1913. Nawab Syed Muhammed donated huge amounts 
and spent alot from his own property to propagate the 
progrmmes of Indian National Congress. He strived hard 
to strengthen it. Ata time when several prominent Muslim 
leaders were opposing the Indian National Congress, he 
stood by it very firmly and countered their anti-congress 
propaganda. Nawab Syed Muhammed pleaded that unity 
alone could achieve the common goal of freedom and 
independence and that only those who supported common 
interests had the right to demand for their share in the 
common benefits. He also appealed for avoiding conflict 
between Hindus and Muslims, and advocated fraternity. 
Nawab Syed Muhammed who was called as ‘A great son 
of India’ passed away on 12 November, 1919 in Madras. 
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MOULVI ALI MUSSALIAR 


(1853-1922) 


Source : http://www.corbisimages.com 
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Moulvi Ali Mussaliar, who led with 
national spirit the Malabar Moplah 
Revolt, which had the history of about 
120 years, was born in 1853 in Nellikkuttu 
village near Pandikkad in East Manjeri 
district of Kerala. His father was Inkkunnan Pallattu Malayali 
Kunchi Mohiddin and his mother Amina. Moulvi Mussaliar 
had his primary education in his native place and later, 
travelled to Mecca, where he received spiritual education. 
After returning to his native place, he started his career as a 
teacher. He closely observed the atrocities committed by 
the British Government officials and the native landlords on 
the Malabar Moplah farmers and decided to overthrow the 
British rule. While he started his attempts in 1916 in this 
regard, the winds of the Indian National Movement had 
reached the Malabar. He joined the National Movement 
under the influence of the leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and 
Moulana Mohammad Ali and others. He appealed to the 
youth to choose the path of revolt against the British and 
started revolutionary groups with well trained youth. The 
British Government declared him a ‘Dangerous Person’ and 
decided to arrest him. However, the people revolted against 
the British under the leadership of Moulvi Kunyi Khader, 
the Khilafat leader, to stop the arrest of Ali. The police could 
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MOULVI ALI MUSSALIAR (1853-1922) 


not control the people even by opening fire. As they failed 
to control the mob, the police officials retreated from the 
place. Moulvi utilized the situation and took up the 
administrative reins of the Tirungadi area with the help of 
his revolutionary groups. Irked by these developments, the 
British officials decided to eliminate Moulvi. Ali sensed the 
danger to his life and to his people. Moulvi Ali Mussaliar 
discussed the matter with the national leaders like Keshav 
Menon, Mohammad Abdur Rehaman, U. Gopal Rao, Moulvi 
E. Moidu and others. Since he wanted to cause no harm to 
the people, he declared his readiness for a dialogue with the 
British. The British officials agreed for the talks but reached 
Tirungadi with heavy Police force. They encircled the Jama 
Maszid in Tirungadi where Moulvi Ali was staying and 
opened fire. Along with his 114 followers the Moulvi was 
surrounded by the police. During the fight between the two 
sides, 22 people belonging to Moulvi group and 20 police 
personnel lost their lives. Finally, Moulvi Mussaliar and his 
32 followers surrendered. The British Government did not 
even provide an opportunity to Moulvi and his followers to 
appoint an advocate on their behalf. The special court, which 
tried them, sentenced 12 persons including Moulvi to death, 
three to exile and 33 to life imprisonment. However, Moulvi 
Mussaliar died on 17 February, 1922 before the the death 
sentence could be implemented. 
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ABADI BANO BEGUM 
(1852-1924) 


Source : http://www.cybercity-online.net/pof/bi_amma.htm 
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Abadi Bano Begum, who took 
active part at par with men in the Indian 
National Movement, was born in 1852 
in Amroha village, Moradabad district 
of Uttar Pradesh. She was married to Abdul Ali Khan of 
the Princely State Rampur. Though she lost her husband at 
a young age, she did not remarry. She had two sons 
Moulana Mohammed Ali, Moulan Showkath Ali, who 
were famous as ‘Ali Brohters’. She nurtured her children, 
into becoming memorable leaders of the Indian 
Independence Movement. Her involvement in the freedom 
movement began with the Home Rule Movement, to which 
she rendered moral and most importantly, financial support. 
When the British government detained the Ali Brothers in 
Chindanwad village, under the Indian Defence Regulations, 
she went along with them. When a police official proposed 
for the surrender of her sons, she bluntly refused saying, ‘If 
my sons agree to the proposal of the government, I will kill 
them by strangulation. I hope God will bestow enough 
energy into this old woman’s hands’. Abadi Bano met 
Mahatma Gandhi in 1917 for the first time. There after 
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ABADI BANO BEGUM (1852-1924) 


Mahatma Gandhi always addressed her ‘Ammijan’, and 
all other freedom fighters followed Gandhi's address. She 
helped Mahatma Gandhi and other Khilafath leaders 
financially for undertaking all India tours. She attended the 
Indian National Congress and the All India Muslim League 
sessions in 1917, held at Calcutta. She spoke in those 
meetings emphasising that complete freedom could be 
achieved through unity between Hindus and Muslims. She 
also played a constructive role in the Khilafat and Non- 
Cooperation Movement in 1919. She declared in several 
meetings that ‘it was her ambition that even the dogs and 
cats of her country should not be under the slavery of the 
British’. The fact that the British government official records 
treated her as a ‘dangerous person’, which established 
the kind of challenge she hurled at the colonial rule. Apart 
from participating in politics she also guided several 
women’s organisations all over India. So intensely patriotic 
and nationalist that Abadi Bano Begum who played an 
active role in national movement with out caring old age, 
ill healtlh and cruel atrocities of police, breathed her last 
on 13 November, 1924. 
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MOHAMMAD UMER SOBHANI 
(-1926) 


Source : Mr. K Thmous Reddy, Author : India's road to freedom (A complete visual history of freedom struggle), Mumbai, 2014 
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Mohammed Umar Sobhani, who 
was praised by Mahatma Gandhi as 
“great patriot’, was born in Bombay in 
1890. His father, Yusuf Sobhani was a 
famous businessman. He learnt the basics of business from 
his father at a very young age and achieved a good measure 
of business acumen. He was known as ‘cotton king’ in those 
days. While running his business, he evinced keen interest 
in Indian Independence Movement. He took the member- 
ship of Indian National Congress and actively organised the 
activities from behind the scene for which Gandhiji praised 
him as ‘stage manager’. He played an important role in the 
‘Home rule Movement’ under the stewardship of Anne 
Biesant. Whenever Indian National Congress gave a call 
for any agitation as part of Indian National Movement, he 
actively participated in each of them bearing all the ex- 
penses from his own sources. This became an eye sore for 
the British authorities. He played an active role in Khilafath 
and Non-cooperation movement in 1921. On this occasion, 
he consigned all his expensive cloths to flames during the 
burning of the foreign goods and thus stood exemplary to 
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MOHAMMAD UMER SOBHANI (1890 - 1926) 


his country men. He offered blank cheques to Gandhiji for 
“Tilak Swarajya Fund’. He collected huge donations from 
his fellow businessmen during the fund raising programme. 
He gifted his bungalow ‘Sobhani Villa’ to Khilafath com- 
mittee along with a generous donation of one lakh rupees. 
Since he was financing the activities of the Indian National 
Congress, the British government imposed sanctions on his 
business. Undaunted by these measures, he went ahead 
taking part in all its activities and meetings. Even when his 
business ran into rough weather because of the sanctions 
imposed by British, he continued to be with Indian National 
Congress and Khilafath committee activities. Eventually, he 
faced severe troubles when he was collecting donations for 
“Angora Fund’. He suffered a loss of three crore and forty 
lakh rupees during February 1922. This loss crippled him 
financially and depressed him mentally. The man who felt it 
a great honour to provide financial strength to Indian Inde- 
pendence Movement could not bear to say ‘No’. Unable to 
come out of his financial and mental depression, he com- 
mitted suicide on 6 July 1926. 
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HAKIM AJMAL KHAN 
(1868-1927) 


Source : Hakeem Ajmal Khan, ZA Nizami, Govt. of India, New Delhi, 1988. 
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Hakim Ajmal Khan, who was ever 
ready to make any number of sacrifices 
for achieving the common goal of India's- 
selfrule,was born in Delhi on 12 February, 
1868. His father, Hakim Abdul Ghulam Mohammad Khan, 
was a famous indigenous medical practitioner. Ajmal Khan 
learnt several subjects and like his father became famous as 
a doctor. He confined himself to medical practice and 
public service till 1906. He was one of the Muslim 
representatives, who met the Viceroy in Shimla on First 
October, 1906. Later, He became the Vice -President of 
the All India Muslim League. When the differences erupted 
between the Indian National Congress and the Muslim 
League, he played a vital role in getting the Lucknow Pact 
signed to make truce between these two organisations in 
1916. He had close relations with Mahatma Gandhi which 
led him to joining the Indian National Congress in 1917, 
after quitting the Muslim League. He worked as the Chair 
person of the reception committee of the Delhi sessions of 
the Indian National Congress held in December 1918. He 
took part in the opening ceremony of the Khilafat, Non-Co- 
operation Movement, where he gave up his honorary titles 
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HAKIM AJMAL KHAN (1868-1927) 


like ‘Kaisar-e-Hind’, ‘Haziqul-Mulk’, which were 
conferred by the British government and thus became a 
role model. He was a member of the delegation that met 
the Viceroy in January 1920 on the Khilafat issue. He also 
presided over the Indian National Congress session in 1921, 
at Ahmedabad. He became the first Chancellor of the Jamia 
Millia Islamia (National Muslim University), which was 
started for the students holding nationalist ideology. In 
strengthening the institute as a Chancellor he strengthened 
nationalist ideology. When Mahatma Gandhi was arrested 
on 10 March, 1922, he led the non cooperation movement. 
He worked hard for harmonious relations between Hindus 
and Muslims and held a meeting in his house with the leaders 
of Hindus and Muslims in September 1924. He served the 
Indian people as a medical doctor, educationalist and 
politician. He was a poet as well. He wrote poems in Urdu 
and Persian languages, the anthology was brought out by 
Dr. Zakir Hussain with the title ‘Diwan-Shadia’ in 1926. 
Though Hakim Ajmal Khan retired from active politics in 
1925 due to his poor health, he tirelessly worked for the 
promotion of communal harmony between the Hindus and 
Muslims till his death on 29 December, 1927. 
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Ashfaqulla Khan, a nationalist 
revolutionary who revolted against the 
British empire risking his life for the 
liberation of his mother land, India, was 
born on 22 October, 1900 in Shahjahanpur of Uttar 
Pradesh in a wealthy zamindari family. Shafiqullah Khan 
and Mazaharunnisa Begum were his parents. Because of 
his mother's influence, he developed interest in literature 
and became an acclaimed poet in Urdu. He was involved 
in anti-government activities since his school days 
expressing his resentment against the government through 
his poems. He got himself introduced to Ram Prasad Bismil, 
who was the president of the ‘Hindustan Republican 
Association’. Initially Bismil hesitated to give membership 
to Ashfaqulla in his revolutionary organization. Later, Bismil 
was convinced with the commitment of Ashfaqulla and 
allowed him to become the member of ‘Hindustan 
Republican Association’. Ashfaqulla actively participated 
in several actions under the leadership of Bismil. During 
the initial days, Ram Prasad Bismil planned to rob a train 
containing the government treasure at Kakori, to procure 
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ASHFAQULLA KHAN (1900-1927) 


arms and ammunition for the revolution. Ashfaqulla opposed 
the idea and warned that the government would oppress 
the revolutionaries with full force, if such a robbery took 
place. However as disciplined activist and a democract as 
he was, finally agreed to the idea of Bismil as a majority 
members of the organisaton had supported it. He played 
a vital role in getting the plan successfully implemented. 
When the train was passing through Kakori village on 9 
August, 1925 carrying the government treasure, it was 
robbed. This incident shocked the British government. It 
relentlessly attacked the revolutionaries and arrested the 
members of the revolutionary organisation. Ashfaqulla went 
underground after the incident. After a year, he was 
arrested in Delhi because of a betrayer from his own village, 
who provided information to the police. During the trial, 
he wished to save Bismil by taking total responsibility for 
the Kakori train robbery incident over himself. He did not 
heed to the advice of his advocate and wrote to the Privy 
Council that he was responsible for the entire incident. 
Later on, the court sentenced Ashfaqulla Khan to death. 
He was executed on 19 December, 1927 in Fyzabad Jail. 
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MOULVI HAFIZ MUHAMMAD BARKATULLAH BHOPALI 
(1854-1927) 


Source : India’s struggle for Freedom-An Album, Govt. of West Bengal,1987 
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Moulvi Hafiz Muhammad 
Barkatullah Bhopali, who dedicated his 
whole life to armed struggle for the 
liberation of his motherland from the 
clutches of the British, was born on 7 July, 
1854 in Bhopal of Madhya Pradesh. His father was 
Khudratullah Bhopali. Since childhood Barkatullah was very 
much fond of acquiring knowledge and he left home in 1883 
in pursuit of the same. In his tour, he worked as a teacher 
and journalist for his livelihood. He went to England in 1895, 
where he met fellow Indian revolutionaries supporting armed 
struggle against the British. Later, Barkathulla went to 
America in 1903. He met the revolutionaries of the Gadar 
Party of America. After returning from America he dedicated 
himself to the revolutionary movement. He went to Japan in 
1909, where he worked as a professor. He started a journal 
‘Islamic Fraternity’, while working as a professor. The 
‘Islamic Fraternity’ was banned by the British in 1912 
because of its anti-government stand and for supporting the 
revolutionaries. Meanwhile, he lost his job and went to 
America again, where he joined the Gadar Party and became 
its Vice President. Moulvi Muhammad Barkatullah Bhopali 
went to Germany in 1914, where he started the ‘Indian 
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MOULVI HAFIZ MUHAMMAD BARKATULLAH BHOPALI (1854-1927) 


Council for Independence’ along with his fellow 
revolutionaries like Har Dayal and Champakaraman Pillai. 
From Germany, he went to Turkey to garner support for his 
cause. He met Anwar Pasha, the President of Turkey and 
successfully gained his support for the armed struggle. A fter 
that, he and his comrades declared independence for India 
on 2 October, 1915 and formed the ‘Government of India 
in Exile’ with Raja Mahendra Pratap, as its President and 
Barkathulla Bhopali as the Prime Minister. Turkey and 
Germany recognized the “Government of India in Exile’. 
This alarmed the British who compelled the Afghan 
Government into denying shelter to Barkathullah. As a result, 
Barkathullah went to Russia to seek help where he met 
the Russian leader, Lenin. But, he could not get any positive 
response from Russia. He went back to Germany once again 
and started publishing several revolutionary newspapers 
secretely. He gathered support from the people to the armed 
struggle inspiring them through his newspapers. He also 
delivered a powerful speech against the imperialists in the 
Anti-Imperialist Conference held in Belgium in 1927. Moulvi 
Hafiz Muhammed Barkathulla Bhopali who struggled 
against the imperialists tirelessly, breathed his last on in 20 
September, 1927 at Germany. 
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Syed Ameer Ali, the first Muslim 
scholar to recognise the need for creating 
political consciousness among Muslims, 
1 was born on 6 April, 1849 at Cuttack in 
Orissa. His father was Sadat Ali Khan, who was a scholar 
of Arabic and Persian. Ameer Ali learned those languages 
from his father along with Islamic scriptures. Later, he went 
to England, where he studied Law with the help of a 
scholarship provided by the Government. He returned to 
India in 1873 and started legal practice at Calcutta. He took 
membership in several organisations and held key posts in 
them. Upon becoming a famous advocate, he established 
the ‘Central National Mohammadan Association’ in 1877 to 
create political consciousness among Muslims. He got 
elected to the Bengal Legislative Council in 1878 and was 
elected a member of Imperial Legislative Council. Ali’s 
‘Central National Mohammadan Association’ played an 
important role in the foundation of the Indian National 
Congress in 1885. But he withdrew from the Indian National 
Congress alleging that the Congress was biased infavour of 
the Hindus. Since then, He worked for the development of 
Muslims through his ‘Central National Mohammadan 
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SYED AMEER ALI (1849-1928) 


Association’and held discussions with the British 
Government. He led the association for about 25 years and 
demanded for special facilities for the Muslims in the fields 
of education and employment. He also organised and led 
the ‘All India Mohammadan Educational Conference’ in 
1889 and called the Muslim society to work not only for the 
political power, but also for the educational advancement. 
He was appointed as a Justice in the Calcutta High Court in 
1890. He settled down in England after his retirement in 
1904. He became the first President of the London unit of 
“All India Muslim League’ in 1908. He led the delegation 
which met Lord Minto in 1909, demanding separate 
electorates for Muslims and proper representation in 
Legislature and Local Bodies. Ameer Ali was the first Indian 
to become a member in the Privy Council in 1909. He sent 
special teams to help the Balkan War victims in 1912 through 
the British Red Crescent Society, when the war between 
Italy and Turkey broke out. He worked for the protection of 
Khilafat along with Aga Khan in 1919. He wrote famous 
books like ‘The Spirit of Islam’, ‘History of the Saracens’ 
and number of books on Law. Syed Ameer Ali passed 
away on 3 August, 1928 in London. 
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MOULANA MAZHARUL HAQUE 
(1866-1930) 


Source : Indian Postal Stamp Relesed on 02.01.1981 
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Mbulana Mazharul Haque, who 
strongly believed in sacrificing personal 
»| interests for achieving common interests, 
pa was born on 22 December, 1866 in 
Barhampur village of Patna district in Bihar. He went to 
England in 1888 to study Law, where he met Mahatma 
Gandhi. He started the ‘Anjuman-e-Islamia’ in England, 
which became the central place for the Indian students there. 
He returned to India in 1891 and joined the Judicial Services, 
but resigned from his job in 1896 and started practice as an 
advocate in Chapra. As Moulana Mazharul Haque was very 
active in social welfare activities and maintained close 
relations with the people, he got elected to several public 
representative posts. He was the founder secretary to All 
India Muslim League which was started in 1906. He put 
his efforts to keep it away from communalism. He migrated 
to Patna in 1908 and participated actively in the Indian 
Independence Movement and played a key role in the politics 
of Bihar for about two decades. He also played an important 
role in the Lucknow pact between the Indian National 
Congress and the All India Muslim League in 1916. During 
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MOULANA MAZHARUL HAQUE (1866-1930) 


the Home Rule Movement, which was started by Annie 
Besant in 1916, he played a key role as its Bihar unit 
president. He responded to the call given by Mahatma Gandhi 
for the Khilafat and Non Cooperation Movement in 1919, 
joined the movement and worked hard for strengthening 
friendly relationship between Hindus and Muslims. 
Influenced by Mahatma Gandhi, he too established an 
ashram called ‘Sadaqgat Ashram ’(Abode of Truth) near 
Patna and lived a very simple life like Faqir. During the 
communal riots in Bihar state in 1917 and 1924, he toured 
across the state and appealed to the Muslim community to 
avoid such activities which hurt the religious feelings of 
the Hindu fraternity. He was aptly described as the ‘Prophet 
of Hindu-Muslim Unity’ as he spent all his life to achieve 
harmony between the two communities. He declared his 
retirement from active politics in year 1926. But the leaders 
of the Indian National Congress like Abul Kalam Azad 
never abandoned him. Moulana Muzaharul Haque, who left 
an indelible impression with his distinctive style on the Indian 
politics in general and on Bihar people in particular, breathed 
his last on 2 January, 1930. 
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MOULANA MOHAMMAD ALI JOWHAR 
(1878-1931) 


Source : http://www.storyofpakistan.com/person.asp 
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Mbulana Mohammad Ali J owhar, 
who spearheaded the Khilafat-Non 
Cooperation Movement, was born on 10 
December, 1878. Abdul Ali and Abadi 
Bano Begum were his parents. Mohammad Ali obtained 
B.A. degree, from Aligarh and B.A.(Hons) from Oxford 
University. After returning to India, he took up many 
important jobs. Finally he settled as a journalist. He played 
an important role in laying the foundation of the All India 
Muslim League in 1906. He stated that we could achieve 
our goals only when Hindus and Muslims worked together 
in a friendly environment. He started an English daily 
newspaper ‘The Comrade’ in 1911 and an Urdu daily 
“‘Humdard’ in 1913 to create political consciousness among 
the people against the British. As both the dailies adopted a 
staunch anti-British stand, they were banned by the British 
Government. Moulana Ali and his brother Moulana Shaukat 
Ali were put under house arrest in 1915 at Chindanwada 
village. Ali brothers maintained close relations with Mahatma 
Gandhi and took active role in the Khilafat and Non- 
Cooperation movements. Mohammed Ali was adept in 
Islamic scriptures. He influenced not only the common 
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MOULANA MOHAMMAD ALI JOWHAR (1878-1931) 


Muslims but also the religious scholars with his speeches 
against the British government, quoting the holy Quran’s 
tenets and Prophet Mohammad’s teachings. And led them 
towards the Indian National Movement. He was arrested 
several times. He presided over the Indian National 
Congress session in December 1923 at Kakinada of 
Andhrapradesh. He got Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s Delhi 
proposals approved in the Madras Congress sessions in 1927, 
which were meant for Hindu-Muslim harmony. On the issue 
of Nehru Report, his relations with Mahatma became 
strained in 1928. He quit the Indian National Congress. He 
took part in the First Round Table Conference held in London 
in 1930, despite his ill health. On this occasion, he wrote a 
letter to the then British Prime Minister on 3 January 1931 
elaborating on the Hindu-Muslim conflict in India . In his 
letter, he declared: ‘I will step on my mother land only when 
the proclamation declaring freedom to my country reaches 
my hands. They should give either independence to my 
country or two yards of land for my grave.’ Thus he fought 
for the freedom of the country and Hindu-Muslim unity 
and harmony till the end of his life. Moulana Mohammed 
Ali Jowhar died on 4 January, 1931 in London. 
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ABDUL QADIR BAWAZIR 
(-1931) 


Source : Mr. K Thmous Reddy, Author of ‘India's road to freedom’ (A complete visual history of freedom struggle), Mumbai, 2014. 
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Abdul Khadir Bawazir, who left the 
life of luxury and wealth to choose the 
path of struggle for the emancipation of 


the mother land from the shackles of 
British colonial rule, was born in a wealthy business family 
of Gujarath. Having acquired business acumen right from 
his childhood, he went to South Africa to trade in Arabian 
horses and horse carriages. He settled well in Transvaal as 
arich merchant. As he did Imamath at Johannesburg Maszid, 
he was also called respectfully as ‘Imam Saheb’. He came 
into contact with Gnadhiji at South Africa for the first time 
in 1903. Being a man of independent ideas, Abdul Khadir 
soon developed intimacy with Ganhii and joined him in Phoe- 
nix settlement established by Gandhiji in 1904. He gave up 
his horse trade and luxurious life to lead the life of a ‘fakir’ 
in the Phoenix settlement with Gandhij1. He was in the van- 
guard of all the agitations undertaken by Indians against the 
apartheid in South Africa. In 1907 he served the people as 
the president of the prestigious ‘Hamidia Islamic Society’. 
He was imprisoned in 1908. When Gandhiji returned to 
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ABDUL QADIR BAWAZIR (-1931) 


India in 1914, Abudl Khadir abandoned his trade in horse 
carriages and followed Gandhiji to India. He and his family 
members lived in Sabarmathi Ashram. They worked in the 
printing press organised by Ashram. While he worked as 
compositor in the press, his Begum and two daughters Amina 
and Fathima attended other tasks in the press and Ashram. 
When the marriage of his eldest daughter Amina took place 
in the Ashram, Gandhiji himself invited the guests instead of 
Imam saheb, decribing Imam Saheb as his brother. Imam 
Saheb and his daughters were arrested and imprisoned for 
taking part in the national movement on several occasions. 
In 1928, Abdul Khadir participated actively in the ‘Bardoli 
Royts Sathyagraha’ along with Sardar Vallabhai Patel. When 
Gandhiji started ‘Dandi March’ in 1930, Abdul Khadir 
walked in the forefront of the march due to which he was 
arrested and jailed. In jail, he fell sick and his condition 
deteriorated. He was released in 1931. Imam Saheb Abdul 
Khadir Bawazir, who was praised by the Gandhiji as a ‘great 
man who sacrificed his life for sathaygraha and Hindu Mus- 
lim unity’, passed away on 31 December, 1931. 
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Syed Ali Imam, who declared that 
the share of a community in the wealth 
of nation should be proportionate to its 
share of sacrifices in securing indepen- 
dence to that country, was born on 11 February, 1869 in 
Neora village, Bihar. His father was Syed Imdad Imam. 
He was the elder brother of freedom fighter Syed Hasan 
Imam. Syed Ali Imam went to London to study Law in 
1887 andreturned to India in 1890. He became a famous 
advocate within a short span of time. Despite having his 
busy legal practice, he was involved actively in public 
welfare activities, which made him popular among the 
people and a member in the Bihar District Board. He was 
appointed an official member in the Bengal Legislative 
Council in 1909. He played a vital role in the formation of 
the All India Muslim League and presided over the League's 
conference held at Amritsar in 1908. While addressing the 
conference, he said: ‘I am pleased to be addressed as an 
Indian first and foremost’. Ali Imam was appointed as a 
Justice of the Patna High Court in 1917. Later, he worked 
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SYED ALI IMAM (1869-1932) 


as a minister in the Hyderabad State of Nizam on special 
invitation for a brief period. After that, he again started 
his practice as an advocate from 1920 and got himself 
completely involved in the Indian Freedom Movement. 
Asa leader of the Muslim League, he moved the resolution 
for the boycott of the Simon Commission in 1927. He 
supported the Nehru Committee report in 1928. He opined 
that separate electorates would harm the national interests. 
Thus, he opposed the idea of separate electorates in the 
All India Muslim League Conference in 1931. He totally 
refuted the idea of the communal leaders for creating 
separate constituencies. He stated that nationalism cannot 
be achieved by division and separation. He said that the 
actual liberation of the Muslims was intertwined with real 
nationalism. He appealed to the Muslims not to indulge in 
communal politics. Ali Imam was a great scholar, who 
had the knowledge of several languages. He was a good 
orator too. Syed Ali Imam, who made even his staunch 
rivals spell bound with his arguments and speeches, passed 
away on 17 October, 1932 in Ranchi.@ 
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SIR MIAN MOHAMMAD SHAFI 
(1869-1932) 


Source : http://mianfamily.tripod.com/gallery/MianShafi.jpg 
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Sir Mian Mohammad Shafi, who 
believed that a community devoid of 
partnership in political power could not 
progress well and had designed his 
progrmme in that direction, was born in ‘Baghban-pura’ 
family at Lahore in 1869. He went to England in 1889 for 
higher studies. He showed keen interest in public service 
activities from a very young age. When he was studying in 
England, he took membership in the ‘Anjuman-e-Islamia’ 
and later became its president. After completing his Law 
course, he returned to India. Mian Mohammad Shafi believed 
that a community which did not have its due share in political 
empowerment cannot develop. He participated in the Simla 
delegation in 1906. As he observed the backwardness of the 
Muslim community in India, he started the ‘Muslim 
Association’ to guide and develop Muslims in political, 
conomical and educational fields. While organizing several 
programmes for the Muslims, Mian Mohammad Shafi 
participated in the ‘All India Mohammedan Educational 
Conference’ on 6 December, 1906 in Dhaka on the invitation 
of Nawab Sir Khwaja Saleemullah. When stalwarts like 
Syed Amir Ali, Moulana Mohammad Ali, Nawab Wagqar-ul- 
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SIR MIAN MOHAMMAD SHAFI (1869-1932) 


Mulk, Nawab Mohasin-ul-Mulk, who participated in that 
conference, were discussing the issue of establishing an 
institution for the inclusive development of Muslims, Mian 
Mohammad Shafi suggested to them the name of the 
platform, ‘All India Muslim League’ to work on the political 
front. He worked for the expansion of the All India Muslim 
League after its formation. He also started the Punjab 
Regional Muslim League in November 1907. He worked 
as its General Secretary and developed it into a successful 
branch of the Muslim League. As he was keen on the 
development and welfare of women, he introduced his 
daughter Begum Jahanara to politics. Mian Mohammad Shafi 
got elected to the Provincial Legislative Council in 1909 and 
1914 and also to the Imperial Legislative Council in 1911, 
1914 and 1917. He earned name and fame as an able 
advocate and served the people as the Member of the 
Viceroy Executive Council from 1919 to 1924, and 
discharged the responsibilities of education, health and legal 
departments. Mohammad Shafi was ambitiously working 
for the political empowerment of Muslims and played a vital 
role during the arrival of the Simon Commission. He attended 
the first Round Table Conference in 1930. Sir Mian 
Mohammad Shafi breathed his last in 1932. 
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‘KHILAFATHWALE’ HAJI USMAN SAIT 
(1887-1932) 


Source : Mohammed Ali Javeed and Mohammed Ali Yusuf (Grand sons of Haji Usman Sait), Bangalore, August 2013. 
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Haji Usman Sait, who was known 
for his generosity and acclaimed as the 
“Cash bag of Indian National Congress’ 
was born in 1887 in Bangalore, pres- 
ently capital of Karnataka State. His ancestors hailed from 
Kuch region of Gujarath state and settled in Bangalore. Born 
into a wealthy family of merchants, Usman sait along with 
his father made a fortune in National and International trade 
which they did with good business acumen. They estab- 
lished a shopping complex called “Cash Bazaar’ in the heart 
of Bangalore City. He joined Khilafath Movement in 1919 
soon after he came to know about it. When he came into 
contact with ‘Ali Brothers’ and Mahathama Gandhi, he par- 
ticipated in it very actively. He soon came to be called 
‘Khilafathwale’ Usman sait. He took membership of Indian 
National Congress on the advice of Gandhiji and became 
his ardent follower. Haji Usman Sait made a bonfire pub- 
licly of all the foreign goods in his ‘Cash Bazar’ stores, 
worth lakhs of rupees as a part of Swdeshi Movement. He 
suffered great loss when the British Government was an- 
gered at this act of defiance and imposed sanctions on his 
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*‘KHILAFATHWALE’ HAJI USMAN SAIT (1887-1932) 


business. On the advice of Gandhiji, Haji Usman Sait started 
“Swadeshi School’ in Bangalore in 1920 for the students 
who boycotted Government schools. He never sent his chil- 
dren to English school. He wore Khadi till his last breath. 
He used to give blank cheques to Indian National Congress 
whenever it had financial need. Haji Usman Sait handed 
over blank cheques and bags of gold coins to Ali Brothers, 
Gandhiji and Jawaharlal Nehru. He kept his generosity by 
selling his luxurious bungalows one after one. On one occa- 
sion, when Haji Usman Sait did not have money to donate it 
to Indian National Congress, he put his elder son Ebrahim 
to public auction. A close friend of Haji Usman sait took 
part in the auction and won the auction bid. He gave the 
total proceeds of auction as well as Ebrahim to Haji Usman 
Sait. Then Haji Usman happily donated the proceeds of 
auction to Indian National Congress. Haji Usman sait lived 
upto to the title ‘Cash Bag of Indian National Congress’ till 
his last breath and left nothing for his Children. Leaving the 
priceless message ‘ If you want to live, live for India... If 
you want to die, die for India’ to his children. ‘Khilafathwale’ 
Haji Usman Sait passed away in 1932 in Bangalore. 
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SYED HASSAN IMAM 
(1871-1933) 


Source : http:/Awww.congresssandesh.com/AlCC/history/presidents/syed_hasan_imam.htm 
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Syed Hassan Imam, who was of 
the opinion that people who do not have 
a progressive outlook, can not properly 
| enjoy the fruits of selfrule, was born in 
Neora village, Patna district of Bihar State on 31 Aug, 1871. 
He was the younger brother of freedom fighter Syed Ali 
Imam. He went to England in 1889 to pursue his higher 
education. He met Indian students , who were of anti-British 
ideology. He took active part in their activities. He returned 
to India in 1892 and started practice as an advocate. In 1910 
he shifted to Calcutta , where he earned fame as a successful 
advocate. By attending Indian National Congress Madras 
sessions in 1908, Syed Hassan Imam joined Indian National 
Movement. He presided over the meeting held by the Bihar 
State Students to whom he appealed to adopt progressive 
thinking amd shun anti-progressive customs and habits. Imam 
opposed the proposal for separate constituencies for Muslims, 
which was moved in the Indian National Congress sessions 
in 1911, held in Allahabad. He totally dedicated himself to 
the Indian freedom movement since 1916, after his resigning 
from his job as Justice in the High Court. He took over the 
responsibilities as a full time freedom fighter. Syed Hassan 
Imam presided over the Indian National Congress 
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SYED HASSAN IMAM (1871-1933) 


Conference held in Bombay. Hassan Imam played a vital 
role in the Home Rule Movement. He wanted cordial 
relations between the Indian National Congress and the 
Muslim League. He thought that the differences between 
the Congress and the League would hamper the goal of 
Independence and therefore took initiative for the Congress- 
League Scheme. Syed Hassan Imam strongly opposed the 
Rowlatt Act of 1919 and conducted a huge rally, which sent 
shivers among the British. He had great respect towards 
Islam, but opposed religious bigotry. He opined that there 
should not be any religious interference in solving common 
problems. He warned that achieving freedom could be 
impossible in a hostile environment between Hindus and 
Muslims. Thus, he advocated for unity and religious harmony. 
Hassan Imam played different roles both in the Indian 
National Movement and the Movement for social reforms 
in the country. He led the ‘Swadesi League’ as its General 
Secretary, which was formed to garner public support for 
the Swadesi Movement. He attracted the masses with his 
impressive speeches, which irked the British Government. 
Syed Hassan Imam, who dedicated his life for the Indian 
National Movementtill his last breath, passed away on 19 
April, 1933. 
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(1885-1935) 


Source : From a group photo published in Andhra Pathrika 
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Tasadduq Ahmed Khan Sherwani, 
who fought not only against the British 
rule but also against the social inequalities 
é and superstitions, was born in 1885 in 
Bilona village near Aligarh in Uttar Pradesh state. He joined 
the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College, Aligarh, where 
he became a leader of the Students’ Union. Tasdduq Ahmed 
Khan Sherwani got attracted towards the Indian national 


movement and opposed the pro-British stance of the college 
and criticized the management, which resulted in his 
rustication. He later went to London, where he completed 
Bar-at-Law in 1911. He returned to India in 1912 and started 
legal practice in Aligarh. He joined the Indian National 
Congress in 1916, where he was influenced by the national 
leaders like Motilal Nehru, C.R.Das, Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. 
M.A. Ansari and others. Tasadduq Ahmed Khan Sherwani 
played a vital role in the Home Rule Movement in 1916 and 
became a member in the Indian National Congress 
Committee in 1919. Since then, he started participating 
extensively in national politics and got recognition for his 
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TASADDUQ AHMED KHAN SHERWANI (1885-1935) 


relentless services. He participated in the activities of the 
All India Muslim League simultaneously. Ata meeting 
held by the Muslim League in 1919 at Amritsar, Ahmed 
Khan strongly advocated mutual understanding and 
friendship between the Hindus and Muslims in order to 
achieve freedom for the country. He also strongly supported 
the resolution appealing to the Muslims to stop cow slaughter. 
He warned the people that communalism is dangerous to 
all. He influenced theAll India Muslim League to support 
the Non-Violence and Non-Cooperation Movements in the 
meeting held in December 1920. Tasdduq Ahmed Sherwani 
made his best efforts to bring harmony between the Muslim 
League and the Indian National Congress. Responding to 
the call given by the Indian National Congress and the 
Khilafat Committee, he actively participated in the Khilafat 
-Non Cooperation Movement in 1920, which led to his 
imprisonment in 1921.He was also imprisoned in 1932 when 
the Indian National Congress was banned by the British 
government. Tasadduq Ahmed Khan Sherwani breathed 
his last on 22 March 1935.@ 
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JUSTICE ABBAS TYABJI 
(1854-1936) 


Source : Anil Nauria, Advocate-Writer, New Delhi. 


Woerdyeo 


THE IMMORTALS 


116 


“Rost SsowH Ldao sos. do 
SSo ado BOS oQpds ssa e 
WMAPIAwor DSod Hox. Baran... actos 
D] S68 3rhSndo...edodxo Senso Soo 
Meayfo’ wd TPOHSE [HPoNoothOA AYO warp Saoe 
S haeos ogod® 1854 S S68 aS8s Sosay Saogdeo 
Simonds adore. Axwrad Sets So sorpo& 3s 
eco 18755 er5-dDS-or 3 goddir Sarnw. 18936° 
ada eis TEBPSOS MHEG SSID HHept. 19156° 
SDsitary TrPohsS SOAS S8Nc0 wayyy SDPQ) see 
B06. DSP AYES Nsw Howmogqred DO)GPOD. e sedesore 
aP6s ep SoA Vx Vokes BSpHrg sdososs Sno0e 
CAH WEoSSoSD ‘MhawS waka HOVS SsabVorsseo 
BSsS05*D DIS Srarox ands (SarrPsSorr SOQ 
DacoSosorr LMssroHoh. wos DersSsosgsS STA 
WARD OAD Sod 19195* oN GBS GHHOS LpsibasyD 
Srsos* OB PSwxydrr B33 ascdgsood® erNaesh oatoryd. 
pysdo e|tigsso setgsSre DBod ScivG, aPcsrhy (PPesysromrt. 
warn 85S ISB Sodssyoro SHMS®> Svar OSr(So (SX 
eHSHom Ato HoG* ‘Ddw§ SAY DKovsir MawS 


Abbas Tayabji was born on | 
February 1854 inan aristocratic family 
! } of the Tayyabjis in Gujarat. “There is no 
[= "| death to Great People... Their sacrifice 
for the nation will make them live long. He was the noblest 
soul...Meeting him was a great opportunity’. This was how 
Justice Abbas Tayabji was eulogized by Mahatma Gandhi. 
Abbas went to England at a very young age for Education, 
where he completed Bar-at-Law in 1875 and returned to 
India in the same year. He became a Judge in the Baroda 
High Court in 1893. His meeting with Mahatma Gandhi in 
1915 changed his life. He became a very close associate 
of Gandhiji. He led the Gujarat Political Council, which had 
taken up the Non co-operation movement prior to the Indian 
National Congress. He had sacrificed his luxurious life in 
1919 and took part in the national movement under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Even at the ripe old age of 
eighty years, he traveled all over Gujarat in a bullock cart 
for selling Khadi cloth and to promote use of Khadi. He led 
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JUSTICE ABBAS TYABJI (1854-1936) 


the Bardoli Satyagraha successfully in 1928 and took the 
leadership of the National Movement as a ‘Dictator’, when 
Mahatma Gandhi was arrested during the Dandi March. 
He was arrested several times for leading the national 
movement. But he did not care about his health and marched 
ahead with the freedom movement despite his old age and 
other difficulties. Under the leadership of Tyabji in Gujarat, 
Mahatma Gandhi had successfully implemented several 
experiments in the national movement. Several other 
movements like Non Co-operation Movement, movement 
for boycotting the foreign goods, Anti-Liquor Movement, 
Civil Disobedience Movement were initiated first in Gujarat 
successfully under the leadership of Abbas Tayabji, which 
was later extended to the whole of the country. He was 
aptly praised as the ‘Gujarat Diamond’ by Gandhiji. Justice 
Abbas Tyabji played a leading role in the Indian national 
movement with a strong determination to free Mother India 
from the yoke of British imperialism till he breathed his last 
on 9 May 1936. @ 
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Source : Alumni Association of Madras Medical College 
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Dr. Mugtar Ahmed Ansari, who 
laboured hard for achieving Hindu- 
Muslim unity with the firm belief that 

ame Indian independence could be achieved 
only Toh: united struggles of various communities, was 
born on 25 December, 1880 in Yousufpura, Ghazipur District 
of Uttar Pradesh. His father was Haji Abdur Rehaman and 
mother Illahan Bibi. He graduated in medicine from the Nizam 
College in 1900 and went to England to pursue higher studies 
with the help of the Scholarship provided by the Hyderabad 
State. He obtained his Masters Degree in Surgery in 1908 
and returned to India in 1910. Though he became very 
famous as a Medical professional among the rich, he served 
the poor without any fees. Dr. Muqtar Ahmed Ansari’s 
political life started when he participated in the Home Rule 
Movement in 1916. He took membership in the Indian 
National Congress, which boosted up his political career. 
He played an instrumental role in the Lucknow Pact between 
the Congress and the Muslim League. He became very close 
to Mahatma Gandhi by participating in the Anti-Rowlatt Act 
Movement. He led the Khilafat delegation, which met the 
Viceroy in 1920 and played an active role in the Non- 
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DR. MUQTAR AHMED ANSARI (1880-1936) 


Cooperation Movement. He became the Chancellor of 
Jamia Milia Islamia after Ajmal Khan. He gave top priority 
to ensuring harmony between the Hindus and Muslims. He 
advocated respect for the feelings of the Hindus and 
appealed to the Muslims in the meeting held by the Muslim 
League to give up cow slaughter during Bakrid. He 
formulated the Indian National Pact along with Lala Lajapat 
Roy to prevent communal violence and conducted a Unity 
Conference in 1924 to bring harmony between the Hindus 
and Muslims. Once again, he conducted a Unity Conference 
on 27 October, 1927 and appealed that religion should not 
interfere with politics. He very actively participated in the 
Indian National Congress Sessions held on 27-28 July, 1929, 
where he successfully tried to gather Muslims having 
national feelings on one platform. He founded All India 
National Muslim Party and worked as its Treasurer. When 
he became the President of the Indian National Congress 
in 1927 on the invitation of Mahatma Gandhi, he spent all 
of his wealth for the Indian National Congress activities, 
which left him almost bankrupt. He spent his later life in 
writing and developing the Jamia Milia Islamia. Dr. Muqtar 
Ahmed Ansari passed away on 10 May ,1936.@ 
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BEGUM NISHATUNNISA MOHANI 
(1884-1937) 


Source : Hasarath Mohani Memorial Trust Library and Hall Trust (Regd), Karachi, Pakisthan. 
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Begum Nishatunnisa Mohani, who 
was praised by Gandhiji for her sharp 
criticism of his views and ideas on total 
independence concept, was born in 
1884 in Awadh, Uttar Pradesh state. Her father was Syed 
Shabib Hassan Mohani. She was service oriented from a 
very young age. She got married to Moulana Hasrat 
Mohani, who was known for his militant approach in the 
Indian freedom movement. Begum Nishatunnisa Mohani 
joined the Indian National Congress in 1904. When there 
was a split among the Congress leaders as moderates and 
radicals in 1907, she went along with her husband who 
took the side of Bal Gangadhar Tilak. When the British 
government arrested her husband Moulana Hastath Mohani 
first time for publishing an anti-British article in his 
newspaper ‘Urdu-e-Mualla’, Nishatunnisa faced the 
critical situation with great courage. Begum Nishatunnisa 
wrote a letter to her husband, who was in Jail saying ‘Face 
the dangers fallen upon you courageously. Do not think 
about me. No weakness should be expressed from you. 
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BEGUM NISHATUNNISA MOHANI (1884-1937) 


Take care’. She fought several legal battles against the 
Government, whenever her husband was arrested. She 
continued the publication of the newspaper ‘Urdu-e- 
Mualla’, which was started by her husband, during his 
imprisonment. Begum Nishatunnisa Mohani questioned 
Mr.Montague ‘Why are you not liberating the detained 
Freedom Fighters in India, while you are releasing the 
revolutionaries in Ireland?’, when she met him along with 
the Congress representatives. She played an active role in 
the Khilafat and Non Cooperation Movement. Begum 
Nishatunnisa started ‘Aligarh Khilafat Store’, the first Khadi 
Garments Store in the country to support the Non Co- 
operation Movement. Mahatma Gandhi wrote an exclusive 
article applauding her role in the Movement in ‘Young 
India’ on 19th May 1920. Nishatunnisa Mohani distanced 
herself from the Indian National Congress and its politics 
after 1924 along with her husband Moulana Hasarath 
Mohani. Begum Nishatunnisa Mohani, who dedicated 
herself to the Trade Union Movement after leaving the 
Congress, passed away on 18 April 1937 at Kanpur. 
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Nawab Sahibzada Abdul Qayyum 
Khan, who belong to the Lodhi dynasty, 
was born in Topi village of Swabi Tehsil, 

which is about 75 km. away from 
Peshawara in Pakistan on 12 December, 1864. His father 
was Sahibzada Abdul Rawoof, who was a religious 
preacher, scholar and a prolific writer, and her mother was 
Zainab. Unfortunately, his father was murdered because 
of religious disputes and professional grudges in 1873. 
After the death of his father, he reached his uncle’s home at 
Kotha village. Nawab Sahibzada Abdul Qayyum Khan 
learned Islamic scriptures at a very young age and also 
received physical training as a wrestler . He got recognition 
as an intelligent student and an active sports person. He 
was fond of mountaineering and participated in several 
mountaineering programs. He finished his higher education 
from Calcutta University and joined Government service 
as a Naib Tehsildar. After enjoying several promotions he 
retired in 1919. After retirement, he began participating 
in public welfare programmes and also took active part in 
Khilafat and Hijrat movements. Nawab Sahibzada Abdul 
Qayyum Khan got elected to the Indian Legislative 
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NAWAB SAHIBZADA ABDUL QAYYUM KHAN (1864-1937) 


Assembly in 1923 as an Ex-officio member and continued 
in that post till 1932. He played an active role in the All 
India Muslim League since 1925. He attended the meeting 
organised by the Muslim leaders in 1927 at Delhi and 
made several suggestions for the development and welfare 
of Muslims in the country. He also attended the Round 
Table Conference at London in 1930-31 and impressed 
the British rulers on the problems of the Muslims by his 
electrifying speech. He became the first Chief Minister of 
the North-West Frontier Province in 1932. However he 
had to lose his position because of the non confedence 
motion moved by Indian National Congress, initiated under 
the leadership of Dr. Khan Saheb who was the brother of 
Khan Abdul Gafar Khan. As Abdul Qayyum hails from a 
backward region, he had practical knowledge of the 
problems faced by the people for lack of education in such 
remote areas. Thus, to improve such regions educationally, 
he established the Islamia College in Peshawar as its 
founder Secretary. Nawab Sahibzada Abdul Qayyum 
Khan, who was famously known as ‘North-West 
Province’s Sir Syed’ passed away on 3 December, 1937 
in his native village. 
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SYED BADRUL HASSAN 
(1898-1937) 


Source : Smt. Suraya Hassan (Daughter of Badrul Hassan), Hyderabad, 2009. 
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Syed Badrul Hassan was born in 
1898 in a rich aristocratic family in 
Hyderabad, the then Capital of Nizam 
State. His father was Amir Hassan and 
mother Fakrul Hajia Hassan, a freedom fighter. Badrul 
Hassan too joined in the freedom movement. He went to 
the Sabarmati Ashram to become a journalist under the guid- 
ance of Gandhi and wrote several articles in “Young India’ 
which were published under the editorship of Mahatma 
Gandhi. Later, he joined the ‘Independent’ an English daily 
news paper, which was published from Allahabad. As a na- 
tionalist he wrote a number of articles criticizing the Impe- 
rialist rulers. When it was very difficult to think about the 
anti-British activities in the Nizam state, Badrul Hassan took 
initiative to collect fund for “Tilak Swarajya Nidhi’ in 1920. 
He collected 23,000 rupees and donated the amount to 
“Tilak Swarajya Nidhi’at Bombay. Badrul Hassan actively 
participated in the Khilafat and Non-Cooperation Movement 
and boycotted foreign goods and clothes. He was the first 
person in the Nizam State, who burnt the foreign clothes 
during the visit of the British Prince to India. Badrul Hassan 
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SYED BADRUL HASSAN (1898-1937) 


gave top priority to the Khadi Movement. He was the first 
person who brought modern Charkhas from Bombay to the 
Hyderabad state. Badrul Hassan and his brother Jafar 
Hussain wore Khadi Dhotis and Gandhi caps against the 
will of the Nizam rulers. Without caring the anger of the 
rulers they intensified the compaign for the National Move- 
ment. Syed Badrul Hassan created the required literature 
to inspire the people for the movement and started 
Hyderabad Book Depot, which became the centre for the 
leaders of the Indian National Movement. Badrul Hassan 
encouraged the amateur industrialists to promote cottage 
industries and handicrafts as per the ideology of Mahatma 
Gandhi. He led the co-operative movement to overcome 
the problem of investments and became one of the key per- 
sons who laid the foundation for the Co-operative sector in 
Hyderabad. Hassan started an Urdu magazine named 
‘Imdad-e-Bahami’ to promote and popularise the Co-op- 
erative Movement. Syed Badrul Hassan, who dedicated 
his total life for the Indian freedom movement and for the 
rural development under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, 
passed away in 1937. 
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ALLAMA MOHAMMED IQBAL 
(1877-1938) 


Source : India’s struggle for Freedom-An Album, Govt. of West Bengal,1987. 
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Allama Mohammed Iqbal, a 
famous poet, who authored the re- 
nowned Urdu anthem ‘Sare Jahanse 

QO Achcha...Hindustan Hamara’, was 
born on 9 November, 1877 in Sialkot in Punjab province, 
which is now in Pakistan. He learned Islamic scriptures from 
the famous scholars of the day and completed his higher 
education in Lahore. He got an M.A., in Philosophy in 1899 
and worked as a Lecturer. He wrote the anthem, ‘Sare 
Jahanse Achcha’ in 1904, which was published in the Urdu 
magazine /ttehad’ on 16 August, 1904, which has brought 
him fame all over the nation. It was also published again in 
an anthology Bang-E-Dara in 1923 under the title of Zarana- 
e-Hindi. Iqbal went to London in 1905 for higher education. 
He studied for a Degree in Law and also obtained Ph.D. 
He took membership in the All India Muslim League’s 
London Branch in 1906 and supported the Swadesi 
Movement. He came back to India in 1908 and started 
practice as an Advocate. But, he did not pay much interest 
in his legal practice. After returning from England, he was 
keen in finding solutions to the problems faced by the 
Muslims ina spiritual way. He penned his philosophy mainly 
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ALLAMA MOHAMMED IQBAL (1877-1938) 


in Persian rather than in Urdu and got fame as a Philosopher 
and a Poet. He was influenced by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 
and took interest in educating Muslims. He was also guiding 
them in politics and raised alarm above the backwardness 
of the Muslims in the Muslim League Conference held in 
1926. He became a Member in the Punjab Legislative 
Assembly in 1926. He presided over the Muslim League 
sessions at Allahabad in 1930, where his speech became 
controversial. One group in the League claimed that Iqbal 
wanted the formation of Pakistan, but the other group 
contented that he wanted a separate state only for Muslims 
where their population is more. But, he later clarified that 
formation of Pakistan was not his ambition. He attended 
the Second Round Table Conference held in London in 193 1- 
32 as a representative of the Muslim League. While 
participating actively in politics, he created an excellent 
literature in Urdu and Persian, for which he received laurels 
worldwide. Allama Iqbal’s books were translated into several 
other languages. Though he fell ill during his last days, he 
never left his mission for the welfare of the fellow Muslims 
and creating literature. At last Allama Mohammed Iqbal 
passed away in Lahore on 21 April. 1938. 
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MOULANA SHAUKAT ALI 


(1873-1938) 


Source : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maulana 
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Mboulana Shaukat Ali was the elder 
among the Ali Brothers, who played a 
leading role in the Khilafat and Non 

i a Cooperation Movements. He was born 
on 10 Marck 1873 at Najibabad in Bynore district, Utthar 
Pradesh. His father was Abdul Ali Khan and mother Abadi 
Bano Begum. Since he had lost his father in 1880, he was 
brought up by his mother. He went to Aligarh to pursue his 
higher studies, where he got recognition not only as the best 
student, but also as the best sports person. His leadership 
qualities from a very young age have made him a leader of 
the Aligarh Students’ Union. He also worked as an editor 
for his college magazine. He obtained his B.A. in 1895 and 
joined the Government service in 1896. He continued in the 
Government service for about 17 years and resigned from 
jobtoraise funds for the development of the Aligarh College. 
He established Kaba Volunteers Association in 1913 to 
protect the Kaba structure and to provide facilities to Haj 
pilgrims. In this connection, he fought against the imperialist 
rulers and took part in the management of the English weekly 
the Comrade and the Urdu daily the Humdard, which were 
edited by his brother Moulana Mohammed Ali. The British 
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MOULANA SHAUKAT ALI (1873-1938) 


government arrested Ali Brothers on 15 May, 1915 for their 
anti-government writings. Their properties were confiscated 
and they were imprisoned. Ali Brothers were released in 
December, 1919. After their release they took active role 
in the Khilafat and Non Co-operation Movement. By then 
Shaukat Ali became very close to Mahatma Gandhi. He 
travelled around the country along with Mahatma Gandhi 
and attracted the masses with his impressive speeches. He 
was again arrested in 1921 because of his role in the Khilafat 
Non Co-operation Movement. Shaukat Ali did not agree 
with the Nehru Committee Report and thus he distanced 
himself from the Indian National Congress. His relations 
with Mahatma Gandhi also affected as he quit the Congress. 
He played a vital role in the All Party Meeting in 1929 held 
in Delhi. He organized World Muslim Conference at 
Jerusalem in 1932 and got himself close to the All India 
Muslim League. He worked for the welfare of the Muslims 
through his magazine Khilafat-e-Osmania. He became a 
member in the Central Legislative Assembly in 1936. 
Irrespective of the posts held, he never compromised in 
solving the problems of the people. Moulana Shaukat Ali 
passed away on 26 November, 1938. 
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Muhammad Yaqub Hassan Seth, 
who had firm faith in non violent struggle, 
was born in June 1875 in a rich business 
family in Nagapur. He was educated in 
the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh and 
entered into business field. He left for Bangalore for the 
expansion of his business and reached Madras in 1901, 
where he settled down. Though he was doing his business, 
he was also taking part actively in public welfare activities. 
He got elected to the Madras Municipal Corporation. He 
joined the All India Muslim League in 1906 and held several 
posts in that party in Madras. He worked for the expansion 
of the Muslim League in South India. He started an English 
weekly Muslim Patriot and a Urdu Weekly Quami Halchal 
in 1906 and published those magazines with out interruption 
for about two years. When he was imprisoned, in jail he 
wrote a commentary on Quran, which was published with 
the financial help of the Nizam of Hyderabad. He demanded 
for the legitimate representation of Indians in key posts in 
the Government and in the Army. When Mahatma Gandhi 
visited Madras in 1915, Yaqub Hassan met him and was 
influenced by him. He took membership in the Indian National 
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MUHAMMAD YAQUB HASSAN SETH (1875-1940) 


Congress and played an active role whenever Mahatma 
Gandhi visited Madras. He also played a key role in getting 
the Lucknow Pact approved by the Congress and the Muslim 
League. He participated actively in Khilafat and Non Co- 
operation Movement in 1919. He quit all his official positions 
as a respone to the call of Mahathma. He went to London 
with the Khilafat delegation to draw the attention of the 
British Government. Defying the orders of the British 
Government, he went to Malabar, where he campaigned 
for non violence and communal harmony among Hindus 
and Muslims in the year 1921. Asa result, he was imprisoned 
for six months. He participated in the regional conference 
held by the Congress, where he criticized the British 
Government, for which he was imprisoned again for two 
years. He got elected to the Madras Legislative Council in 
1929 and held different posts both in the Congress and the 
Muslim League. Later, he got elected from Chittoor 
Constituency in the undivided Madras Province and worked 
as a minister in Rajagopalachari’s Cabinet during 1937-39. 
He strongly opposed the idea of division of India from the 
very beginning. Muhammad Yaqub Hassan Seth passed 
away on 23 March, 1940. 
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HAJI ABDULLAH HAROON SETH 
(1872-1942) 


Source : Government of Pakistan Stamps Series of ‘Pioneers of Pakistan’. 
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Haji Abdullah Haroon Seth, who 
was very famous for his charity, was born 
in Karachi in 1872. His father was Mia 
| Haroon and mother Haneefa Bai. When 
his father died in 1886, he had to bear the burden of 
maintaining the family. While pursuing his studies, he had to 
work for his livelihood. He started sugar business in 1889 
and,within a short span of time, developed the business and 
became famous as the ‘Sugar King’. The Government, which 
recognised the success of Haji Abdullah Haroon Seth in 
foreign trade, honoured him with different honorary posts 
and took him into several advisory bodies. He helped several 
charity associations financially. He got elected as a member 
of the Karachi Municipal Corporation in 1913. He supported 
the separate Sindh Movement, which was started in 1913 
and took the movement to the national level in 1924. He was 
able to successfully garner support from all political parties 
for his demand, as a result of which the then British 
Government had to separate Sindh from Bombay Presidency 
in 1932. Haji Abdullah became a member in the Indian 
National Congress in 1917 and actively participated in its 
activities. He played a prominent role in the Khilafat and 
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HAJI ABDULLAH HAROON SETH (1872-1942) 


Non Co-operation Movement in 1919 and became the 
President of Khilafat Committee of the Sindh Province. He 
organized the activities of the movement with his own 
finance. He was elected to the Bombay Legislative Council 
in 1924. Later on, he got elected twice to the Central 
Legislative Assembly from Sindh, in 1930 and 1934. He also 
took the membership in the All India Muslim League in 1917 
along with Congress membership and became the Vice 
President of the Sindh Branch of Muslim League. He 
started a magazine A/-Wahid to create awareness among 
the Muslims. He appealed to the Hindu and Muslim youth 
to fight unitedly to solve the common problems of the Indians. 
He believed that education was a the vital tool for social 
development. And therefore, started a Girls’ school in the 
memory of his mother. Later, he started several technical 
educational institutions in Sindh Province. He also spent 
much of his wealth for the establishment of Students’ 
Hostels, Orphanages, Mosques and Madarsas. He supported 
the Pakistan resolution of Muslim League in 1940. Haji 
Abdullah Haroon Seth was a self made man. Though he 
rose from rags to riches, he spent his wealth generously for 
public welfare. He passed away on 27 April, 1942. 
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ALLAH BAKSH SUMRO 
(1887-1943) 


Source : Dr Amir Sumro, Son of Allah Baksh Sumro. 
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Alllah Baksh Sumro, who decried 
communal politics and declared boldly 
that it pollutes the minds of the people 
rendering them incapable of unbiased 
inking: was born in 1887 in Shikhapur town in Sindh 
Province, which is now in Pakistan. He entered into the 
business field at a very young age. But he did not confine to 
business alone. He took active part in social service activities, 
which facilitated him becoming a Member of Jakobabad 
Municipality, when he was only 23 years old. When the 
Government of India Act came into force in 1935, he became 
the Premier of the Sindh Province. He created history by 
becoming Premier at the age of 38. He was a leader who 
rose above communal feelings and was therefore adored 
by the masses. He attracted the people towards the Indian 
freedom movement. The leaders of the All India Muslim 
League made unsuccessful attempts to attract him to their 
side. Sumro bluntly denied any collaboration with the 
communal forces, which led to the fall of his government. 
When the elections were held after the collapse of his 
government, he again won with overwhelming majority and 
took the reins of the Sindh Province as its Premier. 
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ALLAH BAKSH SUMRO (1887-1943) 


Mohammad Ali Jinnah approached him personally and 
requested him to join the All India Muslim League. Sumro 
sternly declined his request saying that establishing political 
parties on religious grounds was against the basic principles 
of Islam. He also wrote a letter to him criticizing the 
communal forces, which were conspiring to grab the political 
power by inciting communal feelings among the people. This 
letter was considered a valuable document in the literary 
history of the Indian freedom movement. He opposed and 
condemned the resolution for the division of India passed 
by Muslim League in 1940. He attended Aazad Muslim 
Conference held at Delhi. He also criticized the cruel 
repression by the British during the Quit India Movement in 
1942. He encouraged the Khadi Movement under the 
guidance of Mahatma Gandhi. Both the British rulers and 
the Muslim League leaders were angry with him because 
of his attitude towards independence and his staunch anti 
communal approach. Though he was warned by his friends 
to be alert in these circumstances, he did not care and never 
took any steps for his self protection. The communal forces, 
which could not face Allah Baksh Sumro in the public life, 
assassinated him on 14 May, 1943. 
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MOHAMMED ABDUL QADIR 
(1917 - 1943) 


Source : Indian revolutionaries : a comprehensive study, 1757-1961, Volume Five, Page - 74, Prabhath Prakashan, 1999. 
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Mohammed Abdul Qadir was 

born on 25 May, 1917 in Vakkam vil- 
lage in Trivandrum district of Kerala 
>». - g] state. He took part in anti British struggle 
ata young age with great zeal to liberate his mother land 
from the shackles of Colonial rule. His father’s name was 
M. Bavo Kanzu. Abdul Qadir went to Malaysia in search 
of livelihood where he was attracted towards the attempts 
being made for the emancipation of India from the yoke of 
British rule under the guidance of an old member of Ghadar 
Party, Baba Hari Singh alias Baba Osman Khan. Baba 
Osman Khan played a prominent role in what the British 
termed ‘Indo-German conspiracy’ to smuggle arms and 
ammunition into India during the First World War. 
Mohammed Abdul Qadir became a member of Indian 
Independence League. Soon after the Japanese force oc- 
cupied Shanghai during World War IT Baba Osman Khan 
started several branches of Indian Independence League 
in South Asian Countries with the aim to fight against the 
British from out side India. Baba Osman Khan wanted to 
turn the rank and file of Indian British Army against the 
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MOHAMMED ABDUL QADIR (1917 - 1943 ) 


British rule. His aim was to motivate Indian solders to join 
Indian National Army. He secured a handful of young men 
and trained them in spying in a training camp set up at 
Penang. Qadir was one of the young men. He was well 
trained in Penang training camp. Abdul Qadir became 
member of one of the two teams dispatched secretly to 
India via Malaysia and Thailand. The two teams compris- 
ing fourteen young revolutionaries left for India. Abdul Qadir 
was in five member team. When Qadir and his team were 
trying to enter India through sea route, the British spies 
spotted them. They arrested Qadir and his team mem- 
bers and shifted to Madras Central Jail. There these revo- 
lutionaries were tortured to reveal secrets. At last Qadir 
and other revolutionaries were sentenced to death after an 
unfair trail. Abdul Qadir kept shouting the slogans such as 
‘Victory to Subhash Babu’, ‘British Government down 
down’ and that ‘victory to India was certain’, during the 
whole night preceding his execution day. Thus Colonial 
rulers executed Mohammed Abdul Qadir in Madras jail 
on 10 September, 1943. 


SaiyS 5-65 omy 5 
Sued Naseer Abamed 


4 
h 
; 
| 
vl 
| 
| 


SSS 


RE AE AAQ\AEA\iSiEA Nu QA oanswVAaneaqw—w wwannwaNHewnnyew# NNN TIP GAINED WY AN NU ER NO EEN 


Sew 
<2 
~Z 
> 
=~ 
= 
= 
~ 
1@ 
~~ 
<> 
= 
~ 
> 
~ 
as 
eI 
zs 
x 
< 
i~ 
= 
~ 
=~ 
~ 
= 
<< 
> 
=<] 
= 
~ 
x 
— 
= 
7” 
~ 
~ 
- 
= 
= 
> 
2 
> + 
— 
= 
2 


RT NSO SPLOLOLILELOLE LOLOL ETN 


LORIE 


AOE 


OLOPOIee 


aD 


es 


DY STOY DTS ESTATE VEVA OVO YOY OY EY OVO TOYO TOY OY OV OvOV ever ev eVeV everevererers 


MOULANA OBAIDULLAH SINDHI 
(1872-1944) 


Source : India’s struggle for Freedom-An Album, Govt. of West Bengal,1987. 
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Moulana Obaidullah Sindhi, who 
came into Indian freedom struggle like a 
flame of revolution, was born at Chiyan- 
wali village, Sialkot district ,;which is now 
in Pakistan on 10 March, 1872 ina Sikh family. While he 
was in eighth standard, he read the book Taqwiat-ul-Iman 
written by Moulana Ismail Shahid and accepted Islam at the 
age of 17. He took admission in ‘Dar-ul-Uloom’ in Deoband. 
He was inspired by the Principal Maulana Mohammad-ul- 
Hassan, and dedicated himself to the anti-British revolts. 
Directed by Maulana Hassan he went to Afghanistan and 
inspired the fellow country men to revolt against the foreign 
rulers and garnered support and infrastructure for the same. 
He took active part in establishing the first Government of 
India in exile at Kabul in 1916 along with Raja Mahendra 
Varma and Professor Barkatullah Bhopali. Obidullah was 
Minister for the External A ffairs in that Government of India 
in Exile. He played a key role in what came to be known as 
the ‘Conspiracy of Silk Letters’ in the history of Indian 
freedom struggle. As the attempts made by the 
revolutionaries did not yield any success, the British 
government booked them under criminal conspiracy cases. 
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MOULANA OBAIDULLAH SINDHI (1872-1944) 


The British Government branded Obidullah as a ‘Dangerous 
Person’ and tried to send him away from Afghanistan and 
even tried to eliminate him. Under such critical circumstances, 
he left for Moscow. Later, he travelled to Hijaz via Italy 
and continued his revolutionary activities from Arabia for 
about twelve years. He spent in exile for about 24 years in 
his mission for independence and returned to the homeland, 
India, in 1939. He opposed the idea of dividing the nation on 
the basis of religion and strongly criticized the separatist 
ideology of the Muslim League. He desired harmony among 
the people of all sects and religions. Thus, he drafted a 
Constitution that was suitable to India, where different social 
and religious groups have been living. The draft constitution 
was praised by Jawaharlal Nehru. He said that it was not 
only fit one for our nation, but also the best draft constitution 
ever written. Obaidullah authored several books, which 
were equally praised by the scholars and the common 
readers. He was a great revolutionary, who spent most of 
his life in exile in the history of the Indian freedom movement. 
Maulana Obaidullah Sindhi could not see the independent 
India he dreamt of during his life time, as he passed away 
on 22 August, 1944. 
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DR. UMARALI SHAH 
(1885-1945) 


Source : Dr. Umar Ali shah (Junior), Grandson of Dr.Umar Ali shah, Pithapuram,East Godavary Dist., AP. 
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Dr. Umar Ali Shah, who met with 
equal success simultaneously in spiritual, 
literary and political movements, was 
born on 28 February, 1885 in Pithapuram, 
East Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh. A tall scholar of 
Telugu litarature, he composed poems at a very young age 
and was suitably called Kavigaaru (Mr. Poet). He was 
evovled into polyglot and creative writer in the company of 
scholarly persons. He wrote a number of articles preaching 
nationalism, patriotism, gender equality, fraternity and 
communal harmony. He also criticized social evils and desired 
the welfare of women, reforms in the society and postitive 
awareness among people. He was honoured with prestigeous 
‘Pundit’ title in 1924 by the All India Oriental Conference. 
Aligarh Muslim University honoured him with the title of 
‘Moulvi’ and the Aran University of France honoured him 
with ‘Professor in Hindu-Muslim Culture’ award. The 
Academia International America conferred the Doctor of 
Literature on him. Inspired by Mahathma Gandhi he took 
membership in the Indian National Congress in 1916 and 
participated in several agitations and programmes, which 
were held as a part of the Indian nationalist movement. He 
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DR. UMAR ALI SHAH (1885-1945) 


worked as the General Secretary of the All India Khilafat 
Committee in All India Congress Conference, which was 
held at Kakinada in 1923-24. He also led the Muslim League 
as its General Secretary and Vice-President. He was 
appointed the Captain of Khilafat Voluntary Corps. As he 
was a renowned orator, he used to be invited to deliver 
lectures in diffrent meetings and conferences held as a part 
of the Indian independence movemnet. He toured the whole 
Madras presidencey inspiring and attracting people towards 
freedom movement. He was praised by Gandhiji as a person 
of noble political thoughts. He resigned from the Indian 
National Congress in 1930 and won the elections for the 
Central Legislative Assembly in 1935 with the support of 
Muslim League. He joined the Muslim League, on the 
invitation of Jinnah. However, he rejected the proposal for 
the division of the nation on the basis of religion. When he 
was the member of the Central Legislative Assembly from 
1935 to 1945, he was consulted in formulation of various 
legislations. He tookpart in the Conference of the All India 
Muslim League organised at Tenali of Andhra pradesh. Dr. 
Umar Ali Shah died suddenly at Narsapuram in West 
Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh on 23 January, 1945. 
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Mohammad Abdul Rehaman 
Saheb was born in 1898 at Azhikode 
near Kanamganor in Kerala. His father 
was Abdul Rehaman Saheb and mother 
Aisumma. He quit his college studies in 1920 in response to 
the call given by Mahatma Gandhi to participate in the 
Khilafat and Non Cooperation Movement. He played a vital 
role in the Khilafat and Non Co-operation movement. He 
wrote an essay criticizing the anti-people policies of the 
British Government in 'The Hindu' Daily News Paper, for 
which he was imprisoned for two years in the Vellore jail. 
After his release from the prison, he intensified his activities. 
He started a magazine ‘A/-Amin’ in 1928 to mould the public 
opinion against the tyranny of the British rule. But the 
magazine was banned in 1939, because of its clear-cut Anti- 
British stand. When the Kerala regional Congress Committee 
declared Salt Satyagraha in 1930, He jumped into the 
movement, for which he was sentenced for 9 months 
imprisionment. He was even brutally tortured by the British 
police during the Salt Satyagraha. It took a long time for 
him to recover from the wounds inflicted by the British 
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MOHAMMAD ABDUL REHAMAN SAHEB (1898-1945) 


police. Winning admiration as a popular leader, he got elected 
to the Calicut Municipality in 1931. Though he was defeated 
in the Central Assembly elections in 1934, he could easily 
won in Madras Legislative Assembly elections held in 1937. 
Mohammad Abdul Rehaman was not only a politician, but 
also a committed social reformer. He fought against the 
superstitions, irrational customs and traditions. He organised 
several programmes successfully for the development of 
Dalits and for the entry of Dalits into temples in response to 
the call given by Mahatma. Though he left the Congress in 
1939 and formed ‘Kerala Forward Bloc’, he never distanced 
himself from the Indian National Movement. The British 
Government imprisoned him on the charges of treason in 
1940, and was released in September, 1945. Later, he 
supported the All India Muslim League and got recognition 
as anon communal secular leader. He hailed from a wealthy 
family and he spent all his riches for the Indian freedom 
movement. Mohammad Abdul Rehaman Saheb, who fought 
for the emancipation of the mother land from the yoke of 
the British and worked relentlessly for the welfare of the 
fellow people till his last, died on 22 November. 1945. 
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Prof. Abdul Bari, who was 
inspired by the demand for ‘total 
independence’ and who took part in 
Indian freedom movement, and worked 
for the welfare of workers, was born in Koilwar Village, 
Shahabad District of Bihar in 1892. While he was studying 
in Patna University, he gave up his studies to participate in 
the Khilafath and Non Co-operation Movement. He was 
elected as the joint secretary of the Bihar regional Khilafat 
Committee. Later on, he finished his post graduation from 
Patna University. He served as a Professor in the Bihar 
Vidya Peeth, which was started in 1921. He joined the 
Swarajya Party, founded by Motilal Nehru and became 
the Secretary of the Party’s Bihar Branch. Abdul Bari also 
played a vital role in the Indian Independence League, which 
was formed under the guidance of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. He got elected to the 
Bihar Legislative Council. But, he resigned from the Council 
Membership in 1930 in response to the call given by the 
Indian National Congress. As a committed nationalist, he 


omntyeo 


THE IMMORTALS 


145 


Waanb esene} een (1892-1947) 


Hesdctoegdo. Hp Sarge BAparns Sosy Hoos ada 
DSS Sargise Sd} SHA SHSoSorr arGfpsen 
Vyerowrd. @ Shard sx Sarsiisrod® odor Seer hy 
PHBA sao Seo Bok MScdorgdo. 1937& w26AS 
INSos (Seen scdoS% MS ivrto (WHxHo Hegre eros) 
BxpS QySEre BHDO Hept. Arsoygerds eraro se Bory 
SPdS PHASE ways a6 19345* OWE BHO IrG’ PASE, 
8 Shards AG HH’ wHSY HA Sow. 19346 arems 
26AS All India Conference of Socilists workers So esofos 
DaecdhbSosorr Vesroearcs. All India Conference of Socialists work- 
ers SOSNONSPS waAeodre HeOsrera) Sabo Sar SiOx 
arg CHASE, VHOLY aroro HMPTOvNE was Aremsape. 
19366 wend ard SPSS SS OS ‘epee $5)5) cordas’ 
DS)BoH. 19416* OAS HSSoisto HoSGorP sroeise-swgQo 
(Sknpos krBS PoB Seroxo aor e0 Bd WS PMO, 
PoBins spweitesro So saos Jos Sa HSonoohHod. 
aSnos RSDP) -AySOlsyo Sho HESS Sod aS SoFs0 
SHo Woo Win, D Gas o§s0 SHPS VWard®, w 
Osesns BOSH) $%006°1947 30078) 28S SoD exes 
BQO HB MeHH EPHSE Os oO oodcimgcd. @ 


Pror. ABDUL BARI (1892-1947) 


had attended the All India Nationalist Conference in 1931. 
When Gandhi gave a call for Satyagraha Movement, 
Professor Abdul Bari jumped into to it as a member in the 
Bihar Satyagraha Committee. He very actively took Part 
in the historical Salt Satyagraha, which led to his 
imprisonment. He won with thumping majority in the 
elections held in 1937 and became the Deputy Speaker of 
the Bihar legislative Assembly. Prof. Abdul Bari, who 
was a staunch protogonist of socialist ideology, playeda 
vital role in the formation of the Bihar Socialist Party. He 
held the All India Conference of Socialists Workers 
successfully in 1934 at Patna of Bihar state. As a Working 
President of the Bihar Socialist Party, he devoted whole 
of his time for the building up of the party. Prof. Bari was 
a trade unionist. He was the guiding force in the formation 
of the ‘Tata Workers’ Union’ in 1936. He formed Peace 
teams consisting of Hindu-Muslim leaders during the 
communal riots in 1941. While India was reaching the goal 
of Independence Professor Abdul Bari was shot dead by 
anti social elements on 28 March, 1947. 
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Potrd adigsvod® aver chtorr ar-cPayt. 19206* arab 
SOND KrStoatopW. 19235® Rolod SLYSBHS ©o7s)8 XoPo 
VadOrP AQSotrgth. 19246° Hix kay DSEXpSYSOoore. 


Mohammad Ali J innah, who intellec- 
tually and physically influenced modern poli- 
tics of the Indian Sub Continent, was born 
on 25 December, 1876. His parents were 
Poonja Jinnahbai and Mithibai Jinnahbhai. 
He went to England in 1892 for seeking employment, where he 
studied Law and became a Barrister at the very young age of 19 
years. He met leaders like Dada Bhai Nouroji in England. 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah returned to India in 1896 and started prac- 
tice as an advocate. He strongly condemned the bias shown against 
Indians by the British officials. He was closely moving with fa- 
mous leaders like Gopala Krishna Gokhale, Surendranath Benarjee 
etc. He joined the Indian National Congress in 1906 rejecting to 
join the Muslim League. He got elected to Imperial Legislative 
Council. While continuing with the National Congress, he joined 
the Muslim League in 1913 and became its President in 1916. The 
Lucknow pact came into existence due to the efforts of Jinnah to 
bring about good relations between the Congress and the League. 
Jinnah participated in the ‘Home Rule’ Movement started by Anne 
Besant in 1919. Later, he distanced himself from the Indian Na- 
tional Congress in 1920. He got elected to the Central Legislative 
Assembly in 1923 as a Muslim Leauge Candidate. He reorganised 
the Muslim League in 1924 very actively. He believed that the 
harmony between the Hindus and Muslims is essential to achieve 
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MOHAMMAD ALI JINNAH (1876-1948) 


independence, so that he proposed 14 points plan. But, the Con- 
gress rejected it. When the first Round Table Conference in 1930 
failed, he sulked on the Indian politics and migrated to England, 
where he started his legal practice. He returned to India in 1936 at 
the requests of the leaders like Liyakhat Ali Khan etc. and strength- 
ened the Muslim League. After seeing the elections results, con- 
ducted as per the Indian Government Act 1935, he came to the 
conclusion that Muslims can not get their due share in the poli- 
tics in undivided India. Though Jinnah initially rubbished the 
proposal of ‘Pakistan’ coined by Choudhury Rehamat Ali Khan, 
later, he himself took steps to form ‘Pakistan’ after the passing of 
Lahore resolution of Muslim Leauge in 1940. He started a news- 
paper ‘Dawn’ in 1941 to propagate the Pakistan National Move- 
ment. Since then, he moved forward towards the formation of 
Pakistan as his main ambition. He became the first Governor Gen- 
eral of Pakistan after independence. As the first Governor Gen- 
eral, he started the formulation of the Constitution and the forma- 
tion of the Legislature on 11 August, 1947. By that time, his health 
deteriorated because of TB from which he had been suffering 
since 1940. Mohammad Ali Jinnah, who was praised by Mahatma 
Gandhi as ‘Quaid-e-Azam’ (Great Leader), by Gopalakrishna 
Gokhale as ‘an ambassador of Hindu-Mulsim Unity’ and adored 
by the people of Pakistan as ‘'Baba-i-Qaum’ died on 11 Septem- 
ber, 1948 in Karachi. @ 
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GHULAM HUSSAIN HIDAYATULLAH 
(1879-1948) 


Source : Govt. of Pakistan Stamps Series of ‘Pioneers of Pakistan’. 
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Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah, who 
was famous as the ‘Grand Old Man of 
Sindh’, was born at Shikarpur in Sindh 
“\Y) | Province, Pakistan in 1879. He had his 
primary education at Shikarpur, later he studied at Karachi 
and Bombay. After finishing his education, he started practice 
as an advocate. But, he gave more importance to the conte- 
mporary politics and social reforms than his legal practice. 
Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah got elected as the Vice 
Chairman of Hyderabad Municipality (Sindh). Later on, he 
became an ex-officio president of the Sindh Regional Board. 
Hidayathullah was elected to the Bombay Legislative Council 
in 1921. He opposed the discrimination on the basis of caste, 
creed and religion and he also opposed untouchability. He 
advocated equal rights for women and organized several 
programmes accordingly. Though he was not wealthy, he 
never hesitated to help the needy. He proposed compulsory 
primary education for all. Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah 
continued as the member of the Bombay Legislative Council 
till 1920. He worked for the welfare of all social groups 
and took more interest in protecting the rights of the backward 
people and the voting rights for women. He became the 
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GHULAM HUSSAIN HIDAYATULLAH (1879-1948) 


minister for Local Bodies in the Bombay Government as a 
result of Montague-Chelmsford reforms in 1921 and 
continued for about seven years in that post. Ghulam Hussain 
Hidayatullah was selected as the member of the Bombay 
Governor’s Committee in 1928 and also successfully 
completed his term as the Deputy Chairman of the Council. 
He also continued in the Central Assembly from 1934 to 
1936. He wanted separate Sindh Province by dividing it 
from Bombay Presidency and participated very actively in 
the movement for the formation of separate Sindh Province. 
As a result of which, Sindh was divided from Bombay 
Presidency in 1937. Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah opposed 
the formation of separate constituencies for Muslims and 
Muslim League’s separatist ideology. As a leader of 
prominence on the political arena of Sindh Province, 
Hidayathullah took membership in the League in 1936, won 
in the elections held in 1937. There upon he became the 
first Premier of Sindh. Later, he became the first Governor 
of Sindh Province, after the formation of Pakistan in 1947. 
Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah who never hesitated to 
express his independent ideas till the end, passed away on 
4 October, 1948 in Karachi. 
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Mohammed Ismail, who became 
synonymous with Khadi Movement in the 
foot steps of Mahathma Gandhi, was born 

‘} in 1892 in Nakarikallu, Guntur district of 
Andhra Pradesh. His father was Mastan Saheb and mother 
Khulsum Bibi. He was inspired by Mahatma Gandhi since 
his childhood and was attracted towards the Indian Freedom 
Movement. Mohammed Ismail voluntarily took up the 
propaganda for and sale of Khadi in response to the call 
given by Mahatma Gandhi. He participated in the freedom 
movement along with his childhood friend Velpula Gangaiah. 
As he was inspired by the call of Mahatma for the Grama 
Swarajya, he compaigned for the use and production of Khadi 
among the people. He started the first khadi store in Tenali 
in 1926 and ran it without profit motive, but for the special 
cause of the National Movement. He brought cotton, charkha 
and other material for spinning yarn and made them available 
to the people who were interested in the Khadi Movement. 
Khaddar Ismail travelled extensively in rural areas 
encouraging the people to go for Khadi production and 
cottage industries. Khadi store of Ismail became the prime 
centre for the freedom fighters in Tenali for their secret 
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MOHAMMED ISMAIL (1892-1948) 


meetings and activities. Thus, Mohammed Ismail became 
famous as ‘ Khaddar Ismail ’ among the freedom fighters. 
Ismail and his wife Hajira Bibi wore Khadi till theit last 
breath. Though the fellow Muslims, who were under the 
influence of the All India Muslim League, boycotted him, he 
never distanced himself from the Nationalist Movement and 
consistently participated in it with out any fear. Mohammed 
Ismail was sentenced for 18 months of imprisionment for 
his active participation in the Civil Disobedience Movement. 
During the freedom struggle, he spent about six years in 
prison. Some of the fellow Muslims, who were under the 
influence of the Muslim League, had warned him to give up 
Congress Politics. Mohammed Ismail did not heed for such 
warnings and continued his mission, keeping himself above 
the communal politics. His attitude irked the communal 
forces who posed threat to his life and family. Ismail totally 
dedicated himself to the cause of secularism apart from 
freeedom stuggle. While he was in the Vellore jail he suffered 
from jaundice. After some time he was released as his 
illness became very severe. Mohammed Ismail could not 
recover from jaundice and succumbed to it in independent 
India on 19 November, 1948. 
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SHOYABULLAH KHAN 
(1920-1948) 


Source : Indian Express, English Daily, Dated 13-08-1995, Hyderabad. 
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Shoyabullah Khan, who fought 
against the separatist ideas which arose 
in the Nizam State, with his powerful 
writings, was born on 17 October, 1920 
in Mahaboobabad of Warangal district of Andhra Pradesh. 
Since he looked like Mahathama Gandhi, his father Habibullah 
Khan used to call him ‘Shoyabullah Gandhi’. Shoyab was 
influenced by non-violence ideology of Mahathma Gandhi 
right from his childhood. He entered into journalism after 
graduating himself from the Osmania University. He worked 
for the Urdu weekly ‘Tez’, which encouraged and 
propagated the nationalist ideology. He wrote several articles 
criticizing the inhuman atrocities of the henchmen of the 
Nawab of Nizam. This led to imposition of ban on the ‘Tez’ 
weekly by the Nizam Government. Later, he joined the 
‘Rayyath’ Urdu magazine, which was run by M.Narasingha 
Rao. He continued his pen in the launching of criticism on 
the cruelty of Razakars and inhuman acts of the Nizam 
government in that magazine also, which led to forcible 
closure of the magazine. After the closure of the ‘Rayyath’, 
Shoyabullah started his own Urdu magazine mroz’ on 15 
November, 1947, by selling the ornaments of his mother and 
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SHOYABULLAH KHAN (1920-1948) 


wife. He fought against communalism and tyranny of the 
Nizam Government and its henchmen without compromise. 
When India got independence in 1947, he wrote editorials 
demanding the merger of the Hyderabad State with the 
Indian Union. He supported the People’s Movement for 
the merger and wrote several articles explaining the 
necessity for the merger of the Nizam State with the Indian 
Union. He exposed the selfish motives of Nizam in opposing 
the merger. He was threatened by the Nizam’s henchmen 
for his writings. But, he did not care their warnings and 
threats and continued his nationalist mission. As a result, 
while coming back from his ‘Imroz’ office with his colleague 
and brother-in-law Mohammed Khan, he was assaulted 
brutally by his opponents , who chopped offhis hands and 
shot at him on 21 August, 1948 midnight. Shoyabullah Khan 
succumbed to the injuries in the early hours of 22 August 
,1948 in Hyderabad. Prior to his death, while getting 
treatment in the hospital, he said to his relatives and friends, 
‘Death is inevitable. Nobody can escape from death. One 
must feel proud if the death occurs in course of the journey 
for a cause. You must feel proud of me, because I am 
dying for the Nation’. 
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MOULANA SHAFI DAWOODI 
(1875-1949) 


Source : Life and Times of Moulana Shafi Daudi, Imbesat Daudi (Grand Son of Shafi Daudi), Rajendra Prasad Academy, Delhi,2013. 
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Moulana Shafi Dawoodi, who 
declared that a special arrangement is a 
must for the minority communities who 
may not get enough share in the politi- 
cal power as a result of having less numerical strength in 
the days to come, was born on 27 October, 1875 in 
Dawood Nagar of Mujafarpur district of Bihar state. His 
farther’s name was Mohammed Hasan. Dawoodi com- 
pleted matriculation in 1895 and did his B.A., and B.L. 
from Calcutta University. He started practising as an ad- 
vocate in Calcutta. He came into contact with Mahathma 
Gandhi for the first time in 1917. There upon, he left his 
practice of law and joined Indian National Congress in 
1920 to jump into Khilafath and Non-Cooperation Move- 
ments. He was elected chairman of Bihar Provincial Con- 
gress Committee on 21 October, 1920. He formed ‘Quami 
Sewadal’and “‘Charakha Samithi’ in response to Gandhiji’s 
call and undertook programmes such as Prohibition of li- 
quor, boycotting foriegn goods, Adult Education and wear- 
ing Khadi. Angered at his activities, the British Govern- 
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MOULANA SHAFI DAWOODI (1875-1949) 


ment imprisioned him fora year in 1921-1922. He worked 
twice as the chairman of Mujafarpur Congress Commit- 
tee. In 1923 he joined ‘Congress Swaraj Party’ which was 
formed under the leadership of Chittaranjan Das and 
Mothilalal Nehru. He was elected Member of Central 
Legislative Assembly in 1924 and again in 1927. In 1928, 
he differed from ‘Nehru Report’ and left Swarajya Party 
to form ‘All India Muslim Conference’ in assocation with 
Fazal-e-Hussain. He started an Urdu forthrightly ‘Tttehad’ 
to provide publicity to activities of National Movement. 
He served as a member of ‘Central Council’ from 1928 to 
1935. He attended Second Round Table Conference that 
was held in London along with Moulana Showkath Ali in 
1931. He joined ‘Majlis-e-Ahara’ in 1937 and was de- 
feated in the elections. Since then, he stayed away form 
politics and involved himselfin social service activities while 
practising law. During partition of India, he appealed to 
Muslims not to leave India for Pakistan. Practising law and 
rendering service till his last breath, Moulana Shafi 
Dawoodi passed away on | January, 1949. 
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YOUSUF JAFAR MEHAR ALI 
(1903-1950) 


Source : Yusuf Meherally, M.Dandavathe, National Book Trust of India, New Delhi, 1993. 
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Yousuf Jafar Mehar Ali, who 
played an active role in ‘Simon Go 
Back’ movement which ranked as one 
among the prominent episodes in the 
history of Indian National Movemnet, was born on 3 
September, 1903 in Bombay in arich industrialist’s family. 
He used to criticise the inhuman acts of the British rulers 
since his student days. He made a sharp comment on them 
as ‘The British rulers are like dogs. If you kick them, 
they will lick you. But if you lick them, they will kick 
you’. He started “Young India Society’ in 1925 and initiated 
the youth movement. He held a meeting of the society on 
21 January, 1928 and made resolutions in favour of ‘Total 
Independence’ and on ‘Boycott of Simon Commission’. 
But, some of the prominent leaders of the day described 
the resolutions as childish activities. He retorted by saying 
“The child is the father of the man’. When Simon Commi- 
ssion reached Bombay and stepped down from the ship 
at Mole Station, he reached there escaping through the 
police cordon and shouted ‘Simon Go Back’. As a result, 
the British Government debarred him from his legal practice. 
Yousuf Jafar Mehar Ali was of the view that youth require 
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YOUSUF JAFAR MEHAR ALI (1903-1950) 


ideological awareness, study of history and knowledge of 
the practical strategies. Thus, he started ‘Vanguard’ weekly 
magazine. He also conducted training classes for youth 
and published several books. Because of these activities, 
he had to face the atrocities from the police and 
imprisonment several times. During one of his 
imprisonment periods, he fought for the rights of the under 
trial prisoners. He also played a vital role in getting the 
enactment of the Shops and Establishments Act, which 
benefited the shop employees. He played an active role in 
the Satyagraha Movement in 1940 and became famous 
for his slogan ‘Quit India’ in 1942, which sent shivers down 
the spines of British rulers. He won the elections for the 
Bombay Legislative Assembly in March, 1948, in which 
he contested as a candidate of the Socialist Party. He 
became role model to all the peoples representatives, by 
his sacrifices and simple living, respecting every one of his 
staff on par with his colleagues. Yousuf Jafar Mehar Ali, 
who played a leading role in the freedom movement, fell ill 
while he was in Yerawada Jail because of police torture. 
He could not recover since then and breathed his last on 
2 July, 1950.¢ 
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MOULANA HASRAT MOHANI 
(1878-1951) 


Source : Photo published by Hasarath Mohani Memorial Trust Library and Hall Trust (Regd), Karachi, Pakisthan. 
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MOULANA HASRAT 


Mbulana Hasrat Mohani, who 
spoke eloquently on the necessity of ‘Total 
Independence’ opposing the ‘Self Rule’ 

concept of Gandhiji and impressed the 
audience while causing discomfiture to Gandhiji, was born 
in 1878 in a small town Mohan in Uttar Pradesh. His actual 
Name was Syed Fazl-ul-Hasan. He was recognized as a 
talented poet. He started writing ghazals when he was only 
17 years of age under pen name ‘Hasrat’. So he became 
popular as Moulana Hasrat Mohani. He also worked as the 
Editor of the ‘Urdu-e-Muallah’ magazine. He was attracted 
to the revolutionary ideas of Aurabindo Ghosh and Bala 
Gangadhar Tilak. After completing his education, he did not 
want to serve in a job and therefore preferred to become a 
journalist. He opposed slavery in all forms and fought against 
the British. He joined the Indian National Congress in 1903. 
He wrote several articles criticizing the British rulers; as a 
result, he was accused of treason and was sent to jail by the 
British government in 1909. He was unable to pay the fine 
imposed on him and consequently the police seized the rare 
books collected by him. He spent most of his time in different 
jails during the National Movement. He started the first 
“Swadeshi Stores’ along with his wife Nishatunnisa Begum 
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MOHANI (1878-1951) 


to support the cause of the National Movement. He played 
a vital role in the Khilafat Movement, during which he visited 
Hyderabad several times to propagate Khilafat and Non 
Co-operation Movements. Moulana Hasrat Mohani moved 
the resolution for ‘Total Independence’ at the Congress 
Session held in 1921 in Ahmadabad. He criticized the 
absolute application of Non-Violence saying that it was not 
suitable for all situations, for which he even received praise 
from Mahatma Gandhi. Later on, Moulana Hasrat Mohani 
was attracted towards socialist ideology. In the year 1928, 
he quit the Indian National Congress, because he differed 
from certain policies adopted by Mahatma Gandhi. Though 
he was supporting the Muslim League, he opposed the idea 
of the Muslim League for the division of the Nation. Moulana 
Hasrat Mohani got elected in the Assembly elections held 
in 1946 as a candidate of the Muslim League; but Hasrat 
Mohani opposed the division of India at every stage. Even 
after Independence, his commitment to his Socialist and 
Secular ideology continued unabated. Moulana Mohani, who 
got elected as a Member of Parliament several times even 
after 1947 served the people in his own way. At last on 13 
May, 1951 Moulana Hasrat Mohani breathed his last in 
Lucknow. @ 
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MUFTI KIFAYATULLAH 
(1872-1952) 


Source : Mufthi Masood Ahamed, Nephew of Freedom Fighter Habib-ur-Rehman Ludhianvi, Pakistan. 
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Mufti Kifayatullah, who declared 
that revolting against the British is the 
duty ordained on every Muslim and who 
himself revolted and took his kith and kin 
into Tidian National Movement, was born in 1872 in 
Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh. Kifayatullah, who was a great 
theologian, joined in a famous educational institution Darul 
Uloom of Deoband after his studies at local madarsa. He 
entered into the freedom movement influenced by Moulana 
Mohammad Hassan, the principal of the institution, who 
hismself was a great freedom fighter. He reached Delhi 
after the completion of his education, where he took up the 
responsibility of managing the school that belonged to 
‘Anjuman-e-Hidayatul-al-Islam ’. He started a publication 
house named ‘Kitab Khan-e-Rahimiyya’ along with Moulvi 
Hafiz Abdul Ghani, in order to revive the deteriorating 
traditional and moral values among the people. He played a 
vital role in the National Movement and served as the 
President of the ‘Jamayat-e-Ulema-e-Hind’ from 1919 to 
1942. He stated that there would not be any opportunity for 
the people for real religious freedom and complete 
independence as long as the country was under the foreign 
rule. He actively participated in the Khilafat Movement. He 
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MUFTI KIFAYATULLAH (1872-1952) 


expressed his opinion that armed struggles would not yield 
any results and as such, the fight against the British rule 
should continue in a way preached by Gandhi. He led the 
Civil Disobedience Movement in 1930 in Delhi for which 
he was imprisoned. Since then, he was imprisoned several 
times for his role in the Indian National Movement. He 
strongly opposed dividing the Nation into India and Pakistan 
on communal lines and criticized the two-nation theory of 
the Muslim League. He countered the theory of the League 
on the basis of the spiritual texts of Islam. He relentlessly 
worked for the harmony between the Hindus and Muslims 
and opposed the discrimination between them. He also led 
the movement for social reforms, since he felt that Indian 
society was polluted because of the impact of western 
education and culture. He also opined that the discrimination 
between human beings is the creation of the selfish people 
and said that there was nothing wrong in the cohabitation of 
the people of different castes and races. He dedicated himself 
to the literary and spiritual works after the independence of 
the Nation. He refused to accept the facilities offered by 
the Government,saying that it would amount to attaching a 
price tag to his patriotism. Mufti Kifayatullah, who led a 
very simple life, breathed his last on 31 December, 1952. 
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Malick Mohammad Younus, who 
created history by getting elected as the 
first prime minister of Bihar state, was 
born on 4 May, 1884, in Panehar village 
of Bihar state. His father, Moulvi Ali Hasan Mukhtar, 
was a famous advocate. Malik Mohammad Younus 
completed his graduation in Patna and then studied law in 
England where he also succeeded as a journalist. He 
returned to India as an advocate and he set up practice in 
Calcutta in 1906. He entered into politics in 1906 during 
the Indian National Congress sessions held in Calcutta. 
He played a major role in Indian National Congress 
meetings held in Lahore in 1908. He worked efficiently as 
the secretary of the All India Muslim League and the 
suggestions made by him were incorporated in the Minto- 
Morley reforms. He designed various development 
programmes as a people’s representative in Patna municipal 
corporation. He contested and won in the elections to the 
Imperial Legislative Assembly and was elected to Bihar— 
Orissa Provincial Council in 1921. In 1924, he started a 
weekly, ‘Patna Times’ which soon became a popular daily 
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MALICK MOHAMMAD YOUNUS (1884-1952) 


mirroring the problems of the people. In 1936, he started 
‘Bihar Muslim Independent Party’ which he refused to 
merge in Muslim League even when Mohammed Ali Jinnah 
advised him to do so. His party contested in 1937 
elections in alliance with Indian National Congress and won 
15 seats out of 40 reserved for Muslims and emerged as 
the 2nd largest party after the Congress. As the Indian 
National Congress leadership refused to form the 
Government, Younus assumed charge as the first Premier 
(Prime Minister) of Bihar State on the Ist April, 1937. 
His government gave priority to agriculture and announced 
Urdu as the official language. As a result of noncooperation 
from the main political parties and protests by communal 
forces, his government fell on 19 July, 1937. He was 
elected to the Bihar provincial council uninterruptedly from 
1921 to 1945 during which period he dedicated himself 
to social service. He shouldered various responsibilities in 
“Theosophical Society’ and ‘Male Milaap Association’. 
He tried his hand in poetry and succeeded as a poet while 
taking rest due to illhealth. Malick Mohammad Younus 
died on 13 May, 1952 in London. 
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MOHAMMAD ASIF ALI 
(1888-1953) 


Source : Towards Freedom 1937-47, Dr. PN Chopra, INCHR, Newdelhi, 1985. 
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Mohammad Asif Ali, who fought 
a legal battles to save Sardar Bhagat 
Singh and the warriors of the Azad Hind 
Fouj (Indian National Army), was born 
on 11 May, 1888 in Nagina village, in Bijnore district of Uttar 
Pradesh. He had his higher studies in London and started 
his legal practice in Delhi after returning to India. His political 
life commenced with his participating in the Home Rule 
Movement led by Anne Besant. He married Aruna Gangooly. 
who later became famous as Aruna Asif Ali in the history 
of freedom struggle. When the British Government imposed 
ban on his speeches and writings, he fought a legal battle 
against the Government, which brought him name and fame. 
Responding to the call given by the Indian National Congress, 
he joined it and dedicated himself as a whole time worker in 
the freedom movement giving up his legal practice. He was 
imprisoned for 18 months for participating in the propaganda 
for the Indian National Movement. Later, he attended the 
Muslim League Conference in 1924 and played a vital role 
in the formulation of the resolution of ‘Independence’. He 
also played an active role in the drafting of new Constitution 
in place of the Government of India Act, 1919 as the member 
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MOHAMMAD ASIF ALI (1888-1953) 


of the Committee for drafting the Constitution. He fought 
against communalism without compromise and never 
pardoned the leaders who were provoking the idea of dividing 
India on religious grounds. As a leader of the Indian National 
Movement, he led several programmes with utmost sense 
of responsibility, for which he had to spend much of his time 
in jail. He won in the elections held in 1945 from Delhi, and 
joined in Cabinet led by Pandit Nehru. Later, he took part in 
the discussions for the drafting of the Indian Constitution 
and took much interest for the protection and introduction 
of the secular ideology into constitution. During his legal 
practice career, he fought legal battles against the British 
Government on behalf of Sardar Bhagat Singh and also for 
the Indian National Army warriors.He worked as the 
secretary of the INA Defence Committee formed by the 
Indian National Congress. He held different posts after 1947 
in Independent India and brought international fame for the 
Nation. Mohammad Asif Ali, who left indelliable impression 
on social and political spheres as an eminent advocate, a 
talented writer in Urdu, a sharp critic, a committed leader 
for the best cause of the nation, an excellent orator and an 
able ambassador, passed away on 2 April, 1953 .@ 
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RAFI AHMED KIDWAI 
(1894-1954) 


Source : Rafi Anamed Kidwai, by Dr M. Hashim Kidwai, Govt. of India Publications, New Delhi, 1986. 
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Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, who stood as 
a answer to the big question ‘Who was 
next to Nehru for the post of Prime 
Minister of India?’, was born to Imthiaz 
Ali Kidwai and Rashi-ul-Nisa, in Masouli village of Barabanki 
district of Uttar Pradesh on 18 February,1894. Rafi lost his 
mother at the age of ten and was brought up by his uncle 
Inayat Ali, from whom he inherited the Anti-British ideology. 
When he was a student at the Aligarh Muslim University, he 
was branded as a ‘Dangerous Person’ for his open Anti- 
British ideas. In response to the call given by Mahatma 
Gandhi he left Aligarh to join the National Movement. He 
led the Khilafat Non Co-operation Movement in Barabanki 
district. Since then, he played a vital role in the National 
Movement both at State level and National levels. Though 
he hailed from a Zamindari family, surprisingly and in keeping 
with his ideology, he gave a call for the abolition of the 
Zamindari system. Hopeful of changes in the policies of the 
Indian National Congress, he agreed to enter the Assembly. 
He won the elections held in 1935 under the leadership of 
Motilal Nehru and became a minister. During his tenure as 
a minister, Rafi Ahemed proposed several reforms. The 


omrtyen 


THE IMMORTALS 


167 


Ha eoce,6 Scsa,ch (1894-1954) 
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RAFI AHMED KIDWAI (1894-1954) 


Indian National Congress assigned to him the responsibility 
of organizing the Anti War Satyagraha Movement in 
October, 1940, which he discharged successfully. Rafi 
Ahemed Kidwai was arrested during that movement. He 
spent a total period of ten years in the Jails during the National 
Movement. When most of the leaders were in Jails after 
the Quit India Movement, Muslim League started 
strengthening itself. At that time, he faced the League with 
all his capabilities. He started a magazine ‘Quami Awaz’to 
foil the divisionary tactics of the League and also wrote 
several articles in news papers like the “National Herald’ to 
disseminate the secular thoughts. He had enormous respect 
towards the culture of integrity and civilization of India. Thus 
he dedicated himself to the protection of Indian culture. He 
felt that, the division of India meant the division of the culture 
of common integrity. He held different posts in the Cabinet 
of Jawaharlal Nehru after 1947, when India became an 
Independent Nation. Rafi Ahemed Kidwai, who played an 
effective role both in the Government and in the Civil Society, 
was adored by the masses. He passed away on 24 October, 
1954, when he collapsed with chest pain while addressing 
a public meeting in Delhi. 
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Source : http:/Awww.cybercity 
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Maulana Zafar Ali Khan was born 
in 1873 in Kotmarta village, Sialkot 
district in Punjab province, which is now 
in Pakistan. His father, Munshi 
Sirajuddin was an employee in postal department. Zafar 
Ali Khan completed his higher education in Patiala and 
worked in the postal department for a short period. Later 
he did his graduation from Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental 
College, Aligarh. He was very much fond of literature from 
his young age, which moulded him into a famous poet. 
After his graduation, he worked in the Urdu translation 
department under Nizam State. He quit the job because 
of his Anti-British ideology. He was amember in the Indian 
National Congress and also a founder member of the 
Muslim League in 1906. He took charge of the Urdu 
magazine ‘Zamindar’ which was started by his father in 
1903. He converted it into a daily news paper in 1909. 
The ‘Zamindar’ played an instrumental role in the 
propaganda of National Movement for which scholars 
like Mohammad Ali, Abul Kalam Azad contributed articles. 
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MOULANA ZAFAR ALI KHAN (1873-1956) 


Zafar Ali Khan reacted sharply to the problems faced by 
the Muslims for which he criticized the British rulers in his 
writings and speeches. Due to his writings, the British 
government imposed several sanctions against him. He 
was ordered not to leave Kotmarta village from 1914 to 
1919. He used ‘Zamindar’ as an powerful instrument to 
spread the Khilafat Non Co-operation Movement in 1919. 
He did not mind the warnings and notices from the British 
officials, though they confiscated his properties and 
imposed ban on the ‘Zamindar’. The British government 
arrested him in 1920 and sentenced him for five years of 
imprisonment. He rejected Nehru Report of 1928. He 
was put behind the bars once again in 1932. He was kept 
under house arrest during 1935-1937. Later on, he got 
elected to the Punjab Assembly in 1937 as a Muslim League 
candidate and continued as such till 1946. He supported 
the ‘Pakistan’ resolution of the League in 1940. After the 
division of India Moulana Zafar Ali Khan held different 
official and unofficial posts and fought for the people’s cause 
and breathed his last on 27 November, 1956. 
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MOULANA HABIB-UR-REHAMAN LUDHIANVI 
(1892-1956) 


Source : Mufthi Masood Ahamed, Nephew of freedom fighter Moulana Habib-ur-Rehman Ludhianvi, Pakistan, 2013. 
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Moulana Habib-ur-Rehman 
Ludhianvi, who exposed the selfish 
motives hidden behind the ‘Islam in 
5} Danger’ slogan was bom on 3 July, 1892 
at Ludhiana in Punjab. He got married to Bibi Shafatunnisa, 
daughter of Moulana Abdul Aziz. He joined the Indian 
National Congress and entered into the Khilafat and Non 
Cooperation Movement. He was arrested for the first time 
on 1 December , 1921 for his inspiring speech appealing 
to the people to revolt against the British Government. Since 
then, he faced imprisonment several times and spent nearly 
14 years in in different jails of the country. His kith and kin 
also suffered imprisonment, as they too participated in the 
Indian National Movement. His wife Shafatunnisa Bibi, 
who is also a freedom fighter, supported him inspite of 
the cruel repression unleashed by the British police on her 
family. Ludhianvi, who played a vital role in the Jamait-ul- 
Ulama-e-Hind, started Majlis-e-Ahrar (The Society of 
Freemen) in 1920 on the advice of Moulana Abul Kalam 
Azad. After Bhagat Singh hurled bombs in the central 
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DRoah Bors SAinsowrse.. @ 


MOULANA HABIB-UR-REHAMAN LUDHIANVI (1892-1956) 


assembly, nobody came forward to give shelter to his 
family members fearing repression from British. Moulana 
Ludhianvi came forward to provide shelter to the family 
members of Bhagat Singh for about a month. He unfurled 
the Indian Flag in the presence of about three hundred 
British officials and police near Shahi Jama Masjid in 1931, 
for which act he was arrested. When the British officials 
arranged separate water pots for Hindus and Muslims at 
Ludhiana railway station, he got them broken with the help 
of Hindu, Muslim and Sikh activists for which he was Jailed. 
When the Nation was divided in 1947, he left Ludhiana 
on the advice of his friends, because of the hostile 
environment and took shelter in refugee camps at Delhi. 
This caused serious mental trauma in the Ludhianvi couple. 
Though they were advised to leave for Pakistan, they 
rejected the advice and stayed back in their native place 
Ludhiana, and they faced bitter experiences. Moulana 
Habib-ur-Rehman Ludhianvi, who was committed to the 
cause of Freedom and Independence of the people till his 
last moment, passed away on 2 September, 1956. 
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BATAQ MIA ANSARI 
(1867-1957) 


Source : Artist image based on the naration of writer and freedom fighter Syed Ibrahim Fikri of New Delhi, 2005. 
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Batag Mia Ansari, who foiled the 
conspiracy of the British Indigo Planters 
to assasinate Mahathma Gandhi with 

y ae poison, was born in Motihari village of 
Bihar state in 1867. His father was Mohammad Ali Ansari. 
The Indian National Congress sent Gandhiji to Champaran 
in Bihar to probe into the complaints made by the farmers 
on the atrocities of the British Indigo Planters in Bihar. As 
the British planters feared that, their atrocities would be 
exposed in the inquiry, they conspired to eliminate Gandhiyi 
by serving him poisonous food. They also thought that, if the 
food was served by an Indian, they would not be exposed. 
Thus, they chose Bataq Mia Ansari, who was then a small 
employee in the British government. They exerted pressure 
on him to serve the poisonous food to Mahatma offering 
him luxurious life if he obliged while threatening him of dire 
consequences if he did not oblige. But, Ansari did not get 
tempted with their offer and also did not care their warnings. 
He just directly informed Mahatma Gandhi, about the 
conspiracy and alerted him before the feast, for which Bataq 
Mia was ousted from his job and treated cruelly by the 
British Planters. This incident happened in 1917, to which, 
Dr.Babu Rajendra Prasad was an eye witness. When Babu 
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BATAQ MIA ANSARI (1867-1957) 


Rajendra Prasad visited Motihari in 1950 as the first president 
of independent India, he recognized Bataq Mia Ansari, who 
was in penury. Rajendra Prasad immediately sanctioned him 
50 acres of land. But, the orders could not be implemented 
for a pretty long period because of the apathy of the officials. 
When Bataq Mia Ansari passed away in 1957, Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad came to know the news of his death and he invited 
his family members to Rashtrapati Bhavan on 3 December, 
1958 and took immediate action to hand over the land to 
them. Bataq Mia Ansari’s sacrifice which deserves a 
prominent place in the history of the Freedom Movement of 
India, came to limelight only when freedom fighter Syed 
Ibrahim Fikri (Delhi) released his book written in Urdu 
‘Hindustani Jung-e-Azadi mein Musalmanonka Hissa’ 
in 1999. Ansari, who foiled the conspiracy against Mahatma 
Gandhi, suffered utter penury through out his life. Though 
he rendered a great service to the Indian National movement 
and Nation, he could not get due recognition during his life 
time. The promise made by first President of India is yet to 
be implemented completely. Due to the efforts of Smt. 
Prathibha Patil, former President of India, the long pending 
file seems to be moving but the government is yet to provide 
help to Bataq Mia Ansari’s family. 
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AGHA SULTAN MOHAMMAD SHAH 
(1877-1957) 


Source : http://simerg.files.wordpress.com/2009/10/npg-aga-khan-portrait-4354 jpg 
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Agha Sultan Mohammad Shah, 
who was bold enough to entertain an 
opinion that there was nothing wrong if 
Muslims gave up the customs like eating 
beef for the sake of strengthening friendly relations with 
Hindus, was born on 2 November, 1877 at Karachi of 
Pakistan, in an aristocratic and religious minded family. 
Along with spiritual education, he had his formal education 
under the supervision of his mother and learned several 
languages. He was famous as Agha Khan-IIJ. After the 
demise of his father, he took up the hereditary responsibilities 
as ‘Imam’ for Ismail khojas. As an Imam, he visited several 
countries on the invitation from several quarters of the world. 
His family showed a special affection towards the British 
Government. He became a member in the Imperial 
Legislative Council in 1902. He worked for the welfare and 
integrity of the Muslim population all over the world. He 
identified that lack of education was the reason for their 
backwardness. Thus, he conducted All India Education 
Conference in 1903 and expressed his desire to develope 
Mohammedan Anglo Oriental College, founded in Alighar 
by Sir Syed Ahmed, as an institution on par with Oxford 
University. To achieve this, he travelled all over the country 
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AGHA SULTAN MOHAMMAD SHAH (1877-1957) 


along with Moulana Mohammad Ali and collected donations 
for it. He led the delegation comprising of 35 Muslim leaders, 
which met Lord Minto on 1 October, 1906 for the protection 
of the interests and political rights of minorities. He was 
appointed as the permanent president of the All India Muslim 
League. He continued in that post from 1906 to 1913. To 
avoid conflicts in the society, he organized the Unity 
Conference at Allahabad in 1911 aiming for harmony 
between the Hindus and Muslims. He participated in the 
Round Table Conference in 193 1-32, where he made several 
suggestions for the protection of the intrests of the minorities 
including Muslims. Agha Sultan Mohammad Shah was 
appointed as the president of the team of Indian 
representatives, which participated in the meetings of 
League of Nations in 1932. He held several positions and 
took part in the disarmament conference in 1934. He was 
renowned for his charity. As a philanthropist, he not only 
established several educational, cultural and sports 
institutions, but also financially helped several institutions 
and organisations world wide. He was with the All India 
Muslim League candidates during the elections held in 1945. 
He supported the formation of Pakistan. Agha Sultan 
Mohammad Shah died on 11 July, 1957 in Geneva. @ 
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MOULANA HASSAN AHMED MADANI 
(1879-1957) 


Source : Freedom Struggle and the Muslims, Fauzan Book Suppliers, Delhi, 1996. 
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Mbulana Hassan Ahmed Madani, 
who fought not only against the British 
for freedom but also against the 
separatists who wanted the partition of 
India, was born in 6 October, 1879 in Utthar Pradesh. He 
travelled to Mecca and Madina, where he spent about 16 
years in getting religious education and became a spiritual 
scholar. He participated in the ‘Conspiracy of Silk Letters’ 
along with the famous Nationalist Moulana Mohammed 
Hassan and was sentenced to prison in 1916 for three years 
by the British Government. He returned to India in 1920 
and took active role in the Khilafat and Non Cooperation 
Movement. He gave a call to the Indians in the British Army 
to come out of it and fight for independence, for which he 
was detained under the charges of treason. Since Hindus 
and Muslims were both facing the atrocities of the British 
and spending life like slaves, he appealed to them that the 
right course of action was to fight against the British. He 
also declared that mutual friendship and harmony between 
the Hindus and Muslims should be strengthened to achieve 
the goal of defeating the British. Moulana Madani played a 
vital role in the Salt Satyagraha and Civil Disobedience 
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MOULANA HASSAN AHMED MADANI (1879-1957) 


Movements. He was imprisoned during the Quit India 
Movement in 1942. He was imprisoned several times during 
the Indian Freedom Struggle. Moulana Madani opposed 
the separatist ideology of the All India Muslim League. He 
warned that the provocation of communal hatred is not wise 
and the ‘two nation’ theory of the Muslim League is 
dangerous to the common interests of the people. He very 
severely criticized the the leaders of the Muslim League in 
his speeches and writings. During the post-Independence 
era he concentrated on spiritual and educational fields. 
Hassan Ahmed Madani worked as the Head Master of the 
‘Dar-ul-Uloom’ of Deoband where exactly he was 
educated during his childhood. He also led the Vamait-ul- 
Ulama-Hind’ and was its guiding sprit. He was regarded 
as ‘Shaik-ul-Islam’. He was honoured with ‘Padma 
Bhushan’ title by the Government of India in 1954 for his 
role in the Indian Freedom Movement and also in 
Independent India. He loved his motherland so much that 
he expressed his desire to take his last breath in India. As 
he wished for, Moulana ‘Shaik-ul-Islam’ Hassan Ahmed 
Madani breathed his last on 6 December, 1957 in Delhi, 
capital of India.@ 
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DR. KHAN ABDUL JABBAR KHAN 
(1883-1958) 


Source : Badsha Khan, Eknath Easwaran, Penguin, 1999. 
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Dr. Khan Abdul Jabbar Khan, who 
was famous as Dr. Khan Sab in the 
history of the Indian National Movement 
was born in 1883 in Uttamanyai village in 
Charsadda tahsil of Peshawar district of Pakistan. He had 
his primary education in Peshawar and finished his Medical 
Course in Bombay. Later, he travelled to England for higher 
studies in 1909 and returned to India and joined the Indian 
Medical Service in 1920. But, he resigned from the job as 
he was reluctant to treat the British soldiers. He started his 
own hospital to serve the people under the guidance of his 
brother Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and entered into the 
Indian National Movement. He joined in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement in 1930 in response to the call given 
by Mahatma Gandhi, during which he delivered his maiden 
political speech. He was sentenced by the British 
Government for treating the victims, who were wounded 
during the police firing at Khissakhani Bazar in Peshawar. 
After the completion of the sentence, he was exiled from 
the North West Frontier Province. Dr. Khan Saheb was a 
dedicated leader in the Freedom Movement and he was 
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DR. KHAN ABDUL JABBAR KHAN (1883-1958) 


adored by the people as an un parallelled leader in the North 
West Frontier Province in the Indian National Congress. 
He defeated the Muslim League candidates in the elections 
held in 1935 and 1940 and became the Chief Minister. He 
actively participated in the Quit India Movement in 1942. 
He opposed the separatist ideology of the All India Muslim 
League and countered the two-nation theory of Jinnah. When 
the Muslim League conducted public debate on 16 August, 
1946, he put all his efforts to ensure harmony between 
Hindus and Muslims. Though the Indian National Congress 
had agreed formally for the division of the Nation on 1 May, 
1947, Dr. Khan brothers opposed it till the end. As a result, 
the Pakistan government branded Dr. Khan as a ‘traitor’ 
and put him under house arrest for six years. Even later, 
Khan Brothers were exiled several times. Not withstanding 
the treatment of the governments towards him, Dr.Khan 
was adored by the people as their beloved leader. Despite 
knowing the fact that, conspiracies were going on for his 
elimination; Dr. Khan did not distance himself from the 
people who loved him. Finally, Dr. Khan Abdul Jabbar Khan 
was assassinated on 9 May, 1958. 
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NAWAB MOHAMMAD ISMAIL KHAN 
(1884-1958) 


Source : http://www.cybercity-online.net/pof/nwabmismailkhan.gif 
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Nawab Mohammad Ismail Khan, 
who was the scion of the family which 
fought against the British in the First war 
—} of Independence of 1857, was born in 
1884 j in Agra, Uttar Pradesh. His father was Nawab Ishaq 
Khan who was an ICS officer and a Jurist. Nawab Ishaq 
has resigned from his job because he could not tolerate the 
over bearing authority of the British. Later, he served at the 
Mohammedan Anglo Oriental College which was founded 
by Sir Syed Ahmed. He sent his son Ismail to England for 
higher education when he was only 12 years old. Ismail 
completed his B.A. and Law Course in Cambridge University 
and returned to India in 1906. Though he got a lucrative job 
as an official of high rank, he did not prefer the job, but 
started practising as an advocate. As he was having close 
relations with the family of Motilal Nehru since his father’s 
time, he became close to the Indian National Congress. But, 
he joined All India Muslim League in 1910. He had cordial 
relations with all the parties and participated actively in the 
Khilafat and Non- Cooperation Movements. His residence 
“Mustafa Castle’ was a centre for the activists and leaders 
of the Movement. Since he was one of the prominent leaders 
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NAWAB MOHAMMAD ISMAIL KHAN (1884-1958) 


of the Muslim League in Uttar Pradesh, he got elected to 
the Central Legislative Assembly unanimously in 1923. He 
distanced himself from the Indian National Congress in 1926, 
alleging that the Congress failed in addressing the problems 
faced by the Muslims. He again got elected in the Assembly 
elections in 1937 as a candidate of Muslim League. But, in 
those elections neither the Congress nor the League could 
get sufficient strength to form the Government. Thus, 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad mediated the deal between the 
Congress and the League. Azad proposed two ministerial 
berths for Choudhry Khaleequzzaman and Ismail Khan, 
who would support the Congress. But the deal failed as 
Pandit Nehru offered only one berth. Later, Nawab Ismail 
Khan became the president of the All India Muslim Civil 
Defence Association. When the Muslim League moved the 
‘Lahore Resolution’ in 1940 for the division of the nation, he 
did not support it. After the division of the nation, Ismail 
was reluctant to go to Pakistan along with his sons and co- 
leaders. As he remained in India, he worked as the member 
of the constituent assembly and as the Vice Chancellor of 
the Aligarh Muslim University. Nawab Mohammad Ismail 
Khan died on 28 June, 1958 in Meerut. 
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MOULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD 
(1888-1958) 


Source : Abul Kalam Azad (Telugu), Govt. of India Publications, New Delhi, 1983. 
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Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, who 
played a vital role in the Indian National 
Movement, was born on 11 November, 
. 1888 in Mecca. His father was Moulana 
Khairuddin and mother Alia. The original name of Azad was 
Abul Kalam Mohiddin Khairuddin. He was a great scholar 
in Arabic, Persian, Turkish and Urdu languages. He started 
amagazine ‘Nairang-e-Alam’ at the tender age of twelve 
years. At the age of thirteen, he wrote articles on literary 
criticism, for which he was praised as a great scholar, poet 
and an intellectual. He participated in the All India Muslim 
Educational Conference and All India Muslim Editors’ 
Conference in 1904. He liked the ideology of the Muslim 
League during his earlier days. He was of the opinion, that 
armed struggle was the only solution to defeat the foreign 
rulers. During that period, he started several revolutionary 
organizations of his own. But, he left his revolutionary path 
from 1920 January when he first met Mahatma Gandhi. 
Since then, he supported Non-Violence Movement. He 
entered into the National Movement by participating very 
actively in the Khilafat and Non Co-operation Movement. 
He wrote several schloraly books and published several Urdu 
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MOULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD (1888-1958) 


Magazines like ‘A/ Hilal’, ‘Al Balag’ and other papers in 
order to create awareness among the people against foreign 
rule. His wish was to inform about the Indian National 
Movement and inspire the people to fight against the British. 
His magazines were banned several times by the British 
government. During the Indian National Movement, he spent 
his life for a period of 10 years and seven months in diffrent 
jails of the country. He presided over the Indian National 
Congress sessions held in Delhi in 1923, when he was only 
35 years old. He also played a vital role in the pact between 
the Muslim League and Indian National Congress in 1927. 
He became the president of the Indian National Congress 
once again in 1939 and continued in that post till 1948. He 
strongly opposed the separatist ideology and announced that 
harmony between the Hindus and Muslims was more 
important than the independence for the nation. After 
independence, he became the first education minister and 
implemented creative and constructive programmes and 
schemes in educational arena. During the Indian Freedom 
Struggle and even in the post independent era, Moulana Abul 
Kalam Azad longed for harmony between Hindus and 
Muslims till he breathed his last on 22 February, 1958. 
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Nephew of freedom fighter Habib: 


Sahiwal (Pakistan), 
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Mboulana Saeed Ahmed, who 
refused to accept the pension granted 
by the Government of India stating that 
it was his spiritual duty to fight for the 
freedom of the country, was born in 1888 in Shahjahana- 
bad near Delhi. He opposed slavery under the British 
rule since his very younger age. He proved himself not 
only a good writer and poet in the field of Urdu literature 
but also as an inspiring public orator. Moulana Saeed 
Ahmed entered into the Indian Freedom Movement 
through ‘Wali Ilahi? Movement, which rose in protest 
against the unending atrocities of the British after the First 
War of Independence of India. Moulana Saeed Ahmed 
took part in almost all the movements and programmes 
including the Khilafat Movement during the Freedom 
Struggle till India got independence. He was imprisoned 
for one year in 1921 for the first time. Then he was again 
imprisoned in 1930 for two years, and for one year each 
in 1932 and 1940. Due to his uncompromised attitude 
towards the foreign rulers, Moulana Saeed Ahmed was 
again imprisoned in 1942 for three years and he had to 
spend time ina solitary cell. The prolonged prision life 
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MOULANA SAEED AHMED (1888-1959) 


helped Moulana Saeed Ahmed to develop his poetic skills. 
He penned his poetry with his pen name ‘Asir’. Moulana 
Saeed Ahmed, though basically believed in nonviolence, 
appealed to the people to be prepared for the armed 
struggle ifneeded. He strongly opposed the interference 
of religion with politics. And, he strongly opposed the 
divistve communal politics of the All India Muslim League. 
Moulana Saeed Ahmed even, held Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Vallabhai Patel responsible along with Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah for the division of the nation. He conducted meetings 
and conferences to create confidence among the people, 
who got panic stricken after the division of the country. 
Moulana Ahmed Saeed also played a vital role, when 
Gandhi undertook Satyagraha after the eruption of 
communal riots during the partition of India. Moulana Saeed 
conducted mushaira in the Red Fort on the eve of the 
very first Republic Day. The tradition of mushaira, which 
was started by Moulana Ahmed, continues every year on 
the eve of the Republic Day at Red Fort. Moulana Saeed 
Ahmed, who was a great poet, an inspiring orator and a 
committed freedom fighter, passed away on 4 December, 
1959.¢@ 
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November, 2006 Issue, Vijayawada. 


, Telugu Monthly, 
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Syed Nasir Hassan , who led the 
| students’ movement demanding the 
release of the soldiers of the Azad Hind 
Fouz, who were detained by the British 
Government under the charges of treason, was born on 2 
August, 1928 in Hyderabad of Andhrapradesh state, ina 
freedom fighter’s family. His father was Syed Alam Bardar 
and mother Zohra. Hassan’s maternal grand mother Fakrul 
Hajia Hassan was a famous freedom fighter. His maternal 
uncles Abid Hassan Safrani, Badrul Hassan, Prof. Jafar 
Hassan had also played active roles in the Indian freedom 
movement. Nasir, while studying at the City College in 
Hyderabad, entered the students’ movement in 1946 which 
demanded the release of the Azad Hind Fouz soldiers who 
were detained by the British Government. Nasir also 
supported the demand for the merger of the Nizam State 
with the Indian Union after Independence in 1947. He 
actively participated in this movement. He led the students, 
who encircled the house of the President of the Hyderabad 
State Congress, demanding him to pressurize the Nizam 
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SYED NASIR HASSAN (1928-1960) 


Government for the merger. When the Nizam Police 
unleashed repressive attacks on the pro-merger movement 
activists at Suryapet in Nalgonda district, Nasir led the 
agitation against the repression in September 1946. Nasir 
got attracted towards communism after India got 
Independence. He went to Pakistan on the invitation of 
the progressive writer Sajjad Zaheer. He led the people’s 
agitations in Pakistan on behalf of farmers and labourers. 
He rose to the level of the Secretary of the Communist 
Party, Sindh Provincial branch. The military government 
of Pakistan, irked by the pro-people activities of the Nasir, 
exiled him for two years and prior to that had put him 
under detention for about four years. During the period of 
exile, he reached Hyderabad and spent time with his 
parents. During that time, he stayed away from publicity 
to avoid problems to the family and returned to Pakistan 
after the exile period was over. Later, the Military 
Government of Pakistan apprenhended and detained him 
in Jail in the Lahore Fort. And there Syed Nasir Hassan 
was poisned to death on 13 November, 1960. 
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SYED ATAULLAH SHAH BUKHARI 
(1892-1961) 


Source : http://images.mitrasites.com/icon/syed-ata-ullah-shah-bukhari.html 
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Syed Ataullah Shah Bukhari, one 
of the greatest orators who inspired the 
people towards the Indian National 
Movement with their fiery speeches, was 
born on 23 September, 1892 in Patna, Bihar. His mother 
was Fatima and father was Ziauddin Ahmed. His family 
migrated to Gujarat, which is now in Pakistan. He learnt 
Persian, Arabic and Urdu languages and finished his spiritual 
studies there. Ataullah Shah Bukhari came to Amritsar in 
Punjab in 1914, where he started his career as a teacher. 
Since he hailed from an Anti-British family, he started Anti- 
British teachings from 1916. He entered into the National 
Movement in 1921 participating in the Khilafat Movement. 
Ataullah Shah Bukhari got fame as an inspiring orator with 
his forceful lectures criticizing the imperialist nature of the 
British rulers and their conspiracies. This naturally irked 
the British Government, which used brutal force against 
him. He faced lathi charges and imprisonments for his role 
in the Indian National Movement. He was closely moving 
with Mahatma Gandhi. Ataullah Shah Bukhari travelled 
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SYED ATAULLAH SHAH BUKHARI (1892-1961) 


entire India, appealing people that they have to be united 
in the fight against the British to liberate themselves from 
their yoke. He campaigned for the unity not only between 
the Hindus and Muslims, but also among all the communities 
in the country. He started an association ‘M4Jiis-E-AHRAR 
Istam Hinp’ based in Punjab in 1929 for the spiritual and 
social development of the Muslims. Syed Ataullah Shah 
Bukhari and his followers participated actively in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. He was very active in JaMmalATH- 
uL-ULMa-E-Hinp. Ataullah Shah declared that fighting for 
the freedom was everyone's duty. He strongly opposed 
the divisive politics of the Muslim League and countered 
the campaign of the Muslim League for the division of the 
nation with his spiritual knowledge and inspiring lectures. 
Syed Ataullah Shah Bukhari returned to his native village 
after independence and stayed away from politics. Ataullah 
confined himself to the activities of social reforms through 
which he worked for the empowerment of women and 
spiritual, social development of the people. Syed Ataullah 
Shah Bukhari breathed his last on 21 August, 1961. 
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MOULANA ABDUL KHASIM FAZAL-UL-HAQ 
(1873-1962) 


Source : http://connect.in.com/a-k-fazlul-huq/profile-2421 .htm 


Wowtyen 490 Hoty 5 5-45 ocx S 


THE IMMORTALS Syed Naseer Ahamed 


Bord HOP SXpBotias SPerar 
SS aro Heyd sr GS oorpdss*a 
SpsS3 (IJhalokati) er Sexo6cise (Saturia) 
S 1873 w&aF 265 whore. was 
SQ SouwrchAyar arid, Sol& Maio TWeLoar® ar’ Soo ssrsinnd 
wad. SeHsros ©5OE, ade, ard eprosarenre e97)B)E 
DBgxho GENS Seyd SreHh Sosa MASDayochos® axys 
DSgso wreEdo 18065 BxpyS haQdirr aa ios? Dow. 
(SeoxX ABP) -TysSolsyen, SmRook craScisren, DSgnen 908 
Sarsciroxy Sa ssoHoNS ecdos 19066® gsrs® DSBS 
‘eS goatee Snho OF’ Aoy208* ariaAxsmocioyw. 18116 
(SeSco BSsrwas ordardie J ayoharGrr SolG aro® 
SGert.. Haox BSSSoHO) BocherO8 'Daily Nabojug' (The 
Daily New Age) 3|88x SendidSorr%. Seo DOQOAD -NOBWOAd 
Doyeo BL AngQow So¥so-wahpHB o¥ sore HA APAosre. 
19136 Bord BLQSIS PASH AMHSaioygt. OH erds 
SwPodA, erdS erSod sro[Ah Seogeorr DAG ePqsSoxo 
NSgrowrt. @ Stars arBa soNd Gorws srtssd) Sd 
Saren KONA KAaxylS odardio Jorv. 1919 a3 Dergys 
BOs choorp arab. OBIS Seo BOs aprsorre 


Mbulana Abdul Khasim Fazal-ul- 
Haq, popularly known as ‘Bengal Tiger’, 
was born on 26 October, 1873 at Saturia 
village, Jhalokati district which is now in 
Bangladesh. His father Khazi Moha- 
mmad Wajid was a famous lawyer and his mother was 
Saidunnisa Katun. Fazal-ul- Haq studied spiritual texts and 
learnt Arabic, Urdu, Parsi languages at home and finished 
his higher education from Calcutta University. He joined 
Government service in 1906 as a Deputy Magistrate. He 
played a vital role in the formation of the All India Muslim 
League in Dhaka in 1906. He resigned from his job in 1911 
and started practice as an advocate. He started a news 
Paper ‘Daily Nabojug’ (The Daily New Age) to create 
awareness among the people against the foreign rule. He 
also founded several societies and associations for the 
welfare of the Muslims. He was elected to the Bengal 
Legislative Council in 1913. He held different posts in the 
All India Muslim League and the Indian National Congress. 
He resigned from his General Secretary post in the Congress 
along with its primary membership in 1919 to participate in 
the Khilafat Movement. He appealed to the students during 
the Non Cooperation Movement not to boycott schools and 
colleges as it would damage their education. He started 
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Krishak Praja Party in 1915 for the welfare of the poor and 
the peasants. He continued as a Member of Bengal 
Legislative Assembly till 1956. He was the Minister for 
Education in Bengal in 1924 and worked as Mayor of 
Calcutta in 1935. He left the Muslim League in 1937 and 
led the Krishak Praja Party in elections, in which his party 
won 35 seats out of 250 seats in the Bengal Assembly. Since 
the Indian National Congress didn’t support him, he formed 
the Government with the help of the Muslim League and 
became the Chief Minister. During his tenure he brought 
several reforms for the welfare of the farmers despite the 
opposition from the Zamindars and Landlords. He joined 
the Muslim League again, when Jinnah reshuffled the party 
and supported the ‘Lahore Resolution’ in 1940 for the 
formation of Pakistan.When Bengal Government fell, due 
to the disputes that arose with the Muslim League, he formed 
the Government with the support of Hindu Mahasabha and 
the Forward Bloc. His ministry was in power till 1943. After 
Pakistan was formed in 1947, he held different Ministries in 
the newly formed Government. He also became the Chief 
Minister of East Pakistan in 1954 and Governor of East 
Pakistan in 1956. Moulana Abdul Khasim Fazal-ul-Haq, who 
was adored by the people as the ‘Friend of Peasants’ passed 
away on 27 April, 1962 in Dhaka. 
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ABDUL MAJID KHWAJA 
(1885-1962) 


Source : http:jmic.nic.in/Abdul Majeed.hmt 
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Abdul Majid Khwaja, who followed 
the path of Mahatma Gandhi through out 
his life, was born in Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh 
ina wealthy landlord family in 1885. His 
father Khwaja Mohammad Yousuf was a famous advocate 
and mother was Begum Akhtar Sarbuland Jung. Since Yousuf 
was fond of modern education, he got his children educated 
on modern lines along with spiritual education at home. Abdul 
Mayid went to Cambridge for higher education in 1906. There 
Mayid came to know Mahatma Gandhi, who was then leading 
the movement in South Africa. Since then, he became a 
very loyal follower of Mahatma Gandhi. He returned to 
Aligarh in 1910, where he started his legal practice and 
became one of the famous advocates in Aligarh. Abdul 
Majid Khwaja got married to Begum Khurshid, who was 
very active leader of Indian National Movement. Abdul 
Majid Khwaja and his wife Begum Khurshid Khwaja both 
took part in the Indian National Movement very actively. In 
response to the call given by Mahatma Gandhi, Abdul Majid 
gave up his lucrative practice as an advocate to participate 
in the Khilafat and Non Co-operation Movement started in 
1919. He was arrested first time and imprisoned for a 
period of six months. He also took an active role in the 
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ABDUL MAJID KHWAJA (1885-1962) 


establishment of Jamia Milia Islamia (National College), 
which was founded during the National Movement. He took 
several steps for the welfare of the students who had 
boycotted the colleges during the National Movement and 
also for the stability and development of the College till 1925. 
Abdul Majid Khwaja again started his legal practice in 1926 
because of his ill health and family problems. Since then, he 
was away from the active politics till 1943. He opposed the 
divisive politics of the Muslim League after 1940 and 
reentered into active politics in 1943. He took up the 
responsibilities as the Vice Chancellor of the National 
College in 1936 on the request of Dr. Zakir Hussain. Later, 
he got promoted as its Chancellor and continued in that post 
till 1962. Abdul Majid Khwaja started the All India Muslim 
Majlis and campaigned against the two nation theory and 
the divisive politics of the League. He propagated liberal 
Islamism and Secularism to ensure harmony between Hindus 
and Muslims. But he was depressed after the partition of 
the Nation and the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and 
totally stayed away from politics. Though his colleagues 
were in top positions after independence, he never aspired 
for any favour from them. Abdul Majid Khwaja, who led a 
very simple life till the end, breathed his last on 2 December, 
1962.@ 
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MOULANA AHMED ALI LAHORI 
(1887-1962) 


Source : Mufthi Masood Ahamed, Sahiwal (Pakistan), Nephew of freedom fighter Habib-ur-Rehman Ludhianvi, 2013. 
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Mbulana Ahmed Ali Lahori, who 
worked for the spiritual enlightenment 
of the people and fought for the 
liberation of the country from the yoke 
of British, was born on 25 May, 1887 in Gujranwala in 
Punjab Province, which is now in Pakistan. His parents 
wanted him to become a spiritual scholar, so they sent 
Ahmed Ali to study Holy Quran in Gujranwala. Later, he 
joined ina spiritual educational institution in 1901 started 
by the revolutionary leader, freedom fighter Moulana 
Obaidullah Sindhi, who was proclaimed a ‘dangerous 
person’ by the British government. Ahmed Ali, who was 
having independent thoughts and ideology, was greatly 
inspired by his mentor Obaidullah. Obaidullah taught him 
several languages including Persian and also made 
necessary arrangments for him to pursue his studies under 
several spiritual scholars. Ahmed Ali followed the path of 
his mentor Obaidullah in fighting against the British 
imperialist rulers. Meanwhile, Obaidullah Sindhi was sent 
by his mentor Moulana Mohammad-ul-Hassan. another 
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freedom fighter, to garner support from Afghanistan king 
to launch armed struggle against the British from out side 
India. Moulana Obaidullah in his tour to Kabul, secretly 
met the freedom fighters and also Indian soldiers in the 
British Indian Army. He encouraged them not to cooperate 
British and to take part in the armed struggle against the 
British army. Ahmed Ali Lahori took very active part in 
several programmes organised and directed by Obidullah, 
staying in India. This led to massive arrests by the British 
Government. Moulana Ali Ahmed Lahori was arrested 
in 1914 in Delhi. He was detained in different jails at Simla, 
Kashmir and Jalandhar, where he was tortured physically 
and mentally. Later, he was released with a condition not 
to leave Lahore City limits. Since then, he started spiritual 
teaching making Lahore as the center of his activity and 
got fame as a spiritual guide. He led the Jamaith-e-Ulma- 
e-Pakistan for a long time as its president. He wrote 
several spiritual books, started several institutions and 
guided a number of disciples in spiritual education. Moulana 
Ahmed Ali Lahori passed away on 16 August, 1962. 
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Dr. Kunwar Mohammad Ashraf, 
a great historian, who devoted his life for 
the harmony between Hindus and 
Muslims, for the establishment of Socialist 
Society and for emanicipating the motherland from the yoke 
fo imperialism, was born in Daryapur Tahsil of Aligarh district 
in Uttar Pradesh on 25 November, 1903. He gave up his 
studies while he was studying at Aligarh College, to join 
Khilafat and Non Cooperation Movement under the influence 
of Mahatma Gandhi, Moulana Obaidullaah Sindhi and Ali 
Brothers. But, he got attracted towards communism after 
Chowra-Chowri incident in 1922, after which he distanced 
himself from the Gandhian type of struggle. Later, he rejoined 
the Aligarh College to pursue his studies. He went to England 
with the help of the scholarship from Ashwar Maharajah 
and obtained his doctorate from London University. He joined 
the Communist Party in England in 1929. He returned to 
India in 1932 and joined the Indian National Movement. He 
played a vital role in the activities of the Indian National 
Congress. He also played an instrumental role in building 
the Socialist Party in India and he grew as a national leader. 
As a member of the national executive committee of the 
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Socialist Party, he was working along with the leaders like 
Jayaprakash Narayan, Acharya Narendra Deo, E.M.S. 
Namboodripad, Dr.Z.A.Ahmed, Sajjad Zahir, Ashok Mehta, 
Ram Manohar Lohia and such others. Later, he took up the 
responsibility of leading the Mass Movement among the 
Muslims on the request of Jawaharlal Nehru. Since he was 
working for the harmony between the Hindus and Muslims, 
he strongly opposed the divisive ideology of the Muslim 
League and tried to attract the Muslims towards the National 
Movement. Dr. Ashraf was imprisoned during the World 
War-II. After his release from the Jail in 1943, he played an 
active role in the Communist Party and became a prominent 
leader. He shifted his residence to Delhi in 1946. Though 
there was no personal security for him, he worked hard to 
help the victims of partition and got sick. He went to England 
for medical treatment with the help of his friends. Later, he 
was appointed as a Guest Lecturer in the Hambolt University 
at Berlin, the capital of the German Democratic Republic. 
He conducted research there, and published several 
research books which made him internationally famous as 
a great researcher. Dr. Kunwar Mohammad Ashraf 
breathed his last in June, 1962 at Berlin. 
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HUSSAIN SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY 
(1893-1963) 


Source : Govt. of Pakistan Stamps Series of ‘Pioneers of Pakistan’. 
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HUSSAIN SHAHEED 


Hussain Shaheed Suhrawardy, 
who aspired to build a socialistic pattern 
of society beside achieving independence 

, was born on 8 September, 1893 in an 
educated family at Midnapore in West Bengal. His father 
Justice Zahid Suhrawardy and mother Khujastha Akhtar 
Banu was a writer in Urdu and Persian. Hussain Shaheed 
Suhrawardy studied law at Oxford University after finishing 
his education at Calcutta. He started practice as an advocate 
after returning to India. Suhrawardy had liberal ideas from 
his childhood and was very close with the poor. Initially, he 
came close to the Congress. He later joined the Swarajya 
Party under the leadership of Chittaranjan Das. Hussain 
Shaheed Suhrawardy got elected as the Deputy Mayor of 
Calcutta Municipal Corporation. He continued in that post 
for about three years. He participated actively in the Khilafat 
and Non Co-operation Movements. He was elected to the 
Bengal Assembly in 1921 for the first time. He was elected 
several times till 1947 continuously and held different 
Ministries. He got himself close to the All India Muslim 
League after the demise of Chittaranjan Das in 1925. He 
played a vital role in the activities and the development of 
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SUHRAWARDY (1893-1963) 


the League. He represented the progressive group of the 
League in Bengal. He became the Chief Minister of Bengal 
in 1946. He lost his reputation during the Calcutta riots in 
1946, which happened due to the call given by the All India 
Muslim League for ‘Direct Action’. He did not choose to 
migrate to Pakistan after Independence as some other 
Muslim leaders did. He travelled all over the East Bengal 
along with Mahatma Gandhi to restore peace, where 
communal riots took place. He tried hard to establish 
communal harmony between the Hindus and Muslims. In 
1949 he migrated to Pakistan and started Awami League 
party, having differences with the then Pakistan Premier 
Nawab Liyakhat Ali Khan. With the support from the socialist 
leaders and opponents of Muslim League he could get 
thumping majority in East Pakistan in the first General 
Elections of Pakistan. Initially, he dischared his duties as an 
opposition leader. He became the fifth Prime Minister of 
Pakistan after the fall of Chowdhry Mohammad Ali’s Gover- 
nment in 1956. Later, he lost his post and was exiled because 
of the developmments that took place in Pakistan. Hussain 
Hamid Suhrawardy demanded autonomy for the East 
Pakistan and he breathed his last on 5 December, 1963. 
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DR. SAIFUDDIN KICHLOO 
(1888-1963) 


Source : Saifuddin Kitchlew, T.Kiichlew, National of Book Trust, New Delhi,1996. 
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Dx: Saifuddin Kichloo, hailed as 
the ‘Hero of Jallianwala Bagh’, was born 
on 15 January 1888 in Faridkot in Punjab 
state. His father was Azizuddin and 
mother Jaan Bibi. Saifuddin was born in a wealthy family. 
He studied law in London and obtained Doctorate in 
Philosophy in Germany. He returned to India in 1913 and 
settled as an advocate in Amritsar. He married Sadat Banu 
in 1915, who was also an activist in the Indian National 
Movement anda Urdu poet. Dr. Kichloo was a great orator. 
He entered into politics by participating in the Home Rule 
Movement. He conducted a public meeting at historical 
Jallianwala Bagh on 30 March, 1919, protesting against the 
Rowlatt Act during the Indian National Movement. There 
he delivered a lecture slamming the British imperialist 
rulers. His speech before the huge gathering at Jallianwala 
Bagh sent shivers into the spines of the British rulers. Then 
British government invited Dr. Kichloo and Dr. Dang for 
discussions, but took them into custody and sent them to 
exile. This incident made Dr. Kichloo the ‘Hero of Jallianwala 
Bagh’. Later, he was released by the end of 1919. Dr. 
Saifuddin Kichloo left his legal practice to dedicate himself 
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DR. SAIFUDDIN KICHLOO (1888-1963) 


totally to the Indian National Movement. He participated 
actively in the Khilafat and Non Cooperation Movement 
and became the President of the All India Khilafat 
Committee. He started an association named ‘Tahreek-i- 
Tanzeem ’and also a magazine in Urdu called “Tanzeem’. 
He desired harmony between the Hindus and Muslims and 
appealed to the people to involve in the National Movement 
irrespective of the religious feelings. He opposed the 
separatist ideology of the All India Muslim League from the 
very beginning. He worked as the General Secretary of the 
Indian National Congress in 1924. He was also the President 
of the reception Committee for the Indian National 
Congress Sessions in 1929, held at Lahore. Though Dr. 
Kichloo had respect towards Gandhi, he followed Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. Thus, he distanced himself from 
Congress. He underwent rigorous imprisonment for a period 
of 14 years in British India. After 1947, he got attracted 
towards Communism and worked for world peace through 
the institutions like ‘Peace and Friendship’. He was honoured 
with ‘Stalin Peace Prize’ in 1954. Dr. Saifuddin Kichloo, 
who dreamt of Socialist society and worked for world peace 
through out his life, passed away on 9 October, 1963. 
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ALLAMAH INAYATULLAH KHAN MASHRIQI 
(1888-1963) 


Source : wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/70/Allama_Mashriqi.jpg 
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Allamah Inayatullah Khan 
I Mashriqi, who got fame for his intellect 
Lf NS x ‘ at a very young age, was born on 25 
Pm eN August, 1888 in Amritsar of Paunjab. 
His father was Khan Ata Mohammad Khan. Inayatullah 
was very much fond of Mathematics since his childhood. 
He created history by obtaining a post graduate degree 
from the Punjab University at the age of 19 years. Later, 
he went to foreign countries for higher education, where 
he created new records in the universities with his academic 
abilities. He returned to India in 1912. Though he was 
offered lucrative political posts by the British government 
and the heads of the several princely states, he refused 
them and joined as a Head Master in a high school at 
Peshawar. He wrote a book on the scientific elements in 
Quran named ‘Tazkirah’ in 1924, which was nominated 
for the Nobel Prize. Several national, international institutions 
and universities honoured him with honorary titles and 
awards in recognition of his intellect. Inayatullah Khan 
Mashriqi resigned from the government job in 1930 to 
initiate Khaksar Movement. The Khaksar Movement was 
able to attract the youth within a short span of time, which 
had basically introduced reforms in Islam and declared fight 
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ALLAMAH INAYATULLAH KHAN MASHRIOQI (1888-1963) 


against the Imperialist rulers. He met Mahatma Gandhi in 
1938 and explained to him the nature of his movement. 
Leaders like Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan encouraged 
Inayatullah, recognizing his honesty and his commitment 
for freedom of the Nation. Discipline, separate uniform 
code and clear goals of the Khaksar Movement under the 
leadership of Inayatullah was able to attract a number of 
committed activists. They were ready to sacrifice anything 
if ordered by Inayatullah. The activists of the Khaksar 
Movement terrified the British police in 1940 and sent 
shivers down their spine. During that period, the British 
police arrested Inayatullah. But he was released after his 
fasting for 80 days. He opposed the division of the nation. 
Even after independence, he conducted several service 
activities. When Inayatullah was getting ready for the 
liberation of Kashmir in 1957 along with 30,000 activists, 
the Pakistan government persuaded him to withdraw the 
agitation in view of international consequences. Later, the 
Khaksar Movement was banned several times as it was 
facing certain allegations. Allamah Inayatullah Khan 
Mashriqi, who led Khaksar Movement, which had its own 
place in the history of the Indian sub continent, passed 
away on 27 August, 1963 at Lahore. 
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DR. MAGFOOR AHAMED AJAZI 
(1900-1966) 


Source : Dr. Mansoor Ahamed Ajazi, Son of Dr. Magfoor Anamed Ajazi, Patna, 2013. 
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Dr. Magfoor Ahamed Ajazi, who 
daringly supported, much against the wish 
of Mahathma Gandhi, the demand for ‘to- 
tal independence’ proposed by Moulvi 
Hasrath Mohani in 1921 at Ahamedabad congress confer- 
ence, was born on 3 March, 1900 in Dihuli near Muzaffarpur 
in Bihar.His parents were Mahfoozunnisa and Moulvi 
Hafizuddin Husain. He was expelled from school for par- 
ticipating in the agitation against Rowlat Act of 1919. 
Magfoor Ahamed Ajazi boycotted the College education in 
response to the call of Mahatma Gandhi and rushed into 
Khilafat and Non-Cooperation Movements in 1921. He took 
active part in Khilafat Movement as a member of Khilafat 
Central Committee. He was very much active in every agi- 
tation of Indian National Congress. Pursuant to Gandhiji’s 
message he made special efforts for social reforms and to 
wean away people from social evils and bad habits. Dr. 
Magfoor Ahamed Ajazi helped to establish organisations 
such as Ajazi volunteer corps, Ramayan Mandali, 
Charkha samiti, Kanoon-e-Nijaat. Dr Ajazi successfully 
organised a programme called Muthia (A fistful of grain) 
to strengthen the National Movement financially. He ren- 
dered invaluable service to Khadi Movement. In response 
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DR. MAGFOOR AHAMEDAJAZI (1900-1966) 


to the request of Sarojini Naidu, he expanded the activities 
of Sevadal in Bihar. Several times he became target in the 
oppressive measures taken by British Government. He op- 
posed Nehru Report of 1928. As a leader of Ahrar Party, 
Ajazi worked for Hindu-Muslim Unity and opposed com- 
munalism. He was declared a ‘dangerous person’ by the 
British. As a result, he went underground. Ajazi opposed 
‘Pakistan Resolution’ of Muslim league. For this, activists 
of League stamped him as ‘Dr. Ajazi-Ghaddar-e-Qaum’ 
(Dr. Ajazi-anti Muslim). He faced adversity in politics in 
post independence period. He was disappointed when the 
congress party broke its promise and nominated some one 
to Bihar legislative Council. Since then, he distanced him- 
self from the Congress Party and contested as an indepen- 
dent candidate to Loksabha elections in 1962, but suffred 
defeat. From then on he limited his activities to the fields of 
social reform, Urdu language, labour welfare and sports. 
He started several organisations and guided them ably. He 
was called as ‘Baba-e-Urdu- Bihar’ for the service he 
rendered to Urdu movement since 1936. Doctor Magfoor 
Ahamead Ajazi who left an indelible mark in the hearts of 
Biharis with his self less services, breathed his last on 26 
September, 1966 in Muzafarpur.@ 
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Syed Shah Mohiuddin Khadri 
Biyabani, who was a strong opponent 
of the British rule and who dedicated 
himself totally to the Indian Freedom 
Movement, was born in 1894 in Cumbum of Kurnool 
district of AP, in a wealthy family. His father was Syed 
Ghouse Peer Khadri Biyabani, a famous doctor known as 
‘Allah Shafi’ and mother Rukhiya Bi. Syed Shah Khadri 
Biyabani did his primary education at Cumbum high school. 
Later, he had his graduation from the Presidency College 
at Madras and joined the Law course in the Mohammedan 
Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh. When he was at Aligarh, 
he got acquainted with Dr. Zakir Hussain, which made his 
life turn towards the Indian National Movement. When he 
was arrested for meeting the National Movement leaders 
like Dr.Babu Rajendra Prasad secretly, he protested 
against the detention by going ona hunger strike taking 
only salt for three days. He developed intimacy with 
Moulana Abul Kalam Azad when he was in Agra Jail. His 
fluency in Telugu, Urdu, Kannada, Tamil and English 
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SYED SHAH KHADRI BIYABANI (1894-1969) 


languages, enabled him assist Azad in the authoring 
‘Tafsir-e-Quran’. He refused the post of the Deputy 
Collector offered by the British Government declaring that 
‘Angrezonka ghulamgiri nahin karoonga’ (I don’t want 
to serve as a slave to the British). He participated in the 
Indian National Flag Movement in May 1923. He attended 
the National Flag Satyagraha at Khanapur, defying the 
government orders as a member of the Andhra Provincial 
Congress Committee. He was sentenced to eleven months 
imprison-ment for his participation in the Quit India 
Movement. He said that ‘I am a Muslim. I respect my 
religion and I respect Allah. But, I feel proud to be called 
Indian’. He followed the path of Mahatma Gandhi in his 
life. He donated 500 acres of land to strengthen the Indian 
National Congress. He had even donated the 15 acres of 
land, which was offred to him by the Indian Government 
after Independence, recognizing his services in the Indian 
Freedom Movement. While working as the member of 
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Council, Syed Shah Mohiuddin 
Khadri Biyabani breathed his last on 1 October, 1969. 
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MOULANA MANZOOR AHSAN AJAZI 
(1898-1969) 


Source : Dr M.R Zama Ajazi, Son of Moulana Mazoor Ahsan Ajazi, Patna, Bihar, 2013. 
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Mboulana Manzoor Ahsan Ajazi, 
who spent 13 years in jail during the 
struggle for the emancipation of India 
from the yoke of British, was born in 
Dihuli near Muzaffarpur with in the jurisdiction of Shakara 
police station in Bihar, in 1898. His parents were 
Mahfoozunnisa and Moulvi Hafizuddin Husain. Even at 
the age of 15, he participated in anti-British movement in 
1913 and later he organised several agitations as a student 
union leader. He went to Champaran on the message of 
Mahathma Gandhi along with another firebrand of Indian 
National Movement Moulvi Hasrat Mohani in 1917 to defy 
Rowlat Act and to participate in the Sathyagraha organised 
by Swadeshi Indigo Farmers. Moulana Manzoor Ahsan 
Ajazi quit his job in 1919 to devote himself in the promo- 
tion of National Movement as a full time activist when 
Khilafath and Non-cooperation Movement was in the full 
swing. He got ample recognition for his active participa- 
tion in the programme of collecting funds for the soldiers of 
Balkan War. He was imprisoned for the first time in 1921 
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MOULANA MANZOOR AHSAN AJAZI (1898-1969) 


and again in 1930 for taking part in anti British activities 
for a year and half a each time. His movements were re- 
stricted for his active participation in Dandi Sathygraha. 
In 1941, he undertook individual Sathyagraha and was 
sent to jail once again. He was elected chairman of 
Mujafarpur local Board in 1942. Moulana Manzoor Ahsan 
Ajazi won public admiration for several of his welfare 
activities. He took active part in Quit India Movement in 
1942 . He toured extensively in Bihar extending support 
to anti-British activists and for spreading message of 
Gandhiji and his forms of struggle and social reforms. He 
was arrested again and sent to jail for a period of four 
years. Thus Moulana Ajazi spent a total 13 years in the 
jails of Alipur, Alighar, Buxor, Muzaffarpur and other Jails. 
In the post independence India, he was elected as a mem- 
ber of legislative assembly from Fathepur in Bihar in 1957. 
He carried out his responsibilities as an MLA till 1962. 
Later on he gave top priority to Hindu-Muslims unity and 
social reforms. Moulana Manzoor Ahsan Ajazi was in pub- 
lic life till he breathed his last on 17 May, 1969. 
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Doctor Zakir Hussain, who was the 
President of India (1967-1969), was born 
on 8 February, 1897 in Hyderabad, which 
is presently the capital of Andhra 
Pradesh. His father was Fida Hussain and mother Nazneen. 
He started his schooling at the Government high school, 
Hyderabad. When his father died in 1905, he migrated to 
Khasimganj of Bihar along with his mother. He joined the 
Islamia high school at Etawah in 1908 and completed his 
graduation from the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College 
at Aligarh in 1918. He studied M.A. in Economics and did 
Law. He became the leader of the Students’ Union while he 
was in the college. He had an excellent knowledge in 
National and International affairs and got recognition as a 
very good orator. Zakir Hussain entered into the National 
Movement under the influence of Mahatma Gandhi and took 
part in Khilafat and Non-Cooperation Movements. He was 
offered Naib Tehsildar post by the British, which was refused 
by him true to his National ideology. He wanted to train the 
youth towards the National Movement. Thus, he joined as a 
Lecturer in the Jamia Milia Islamia College, which was 
founded during the Khilafat and Non Co-operation 
Movement. Upon his return from Germany in February, 1926, 
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DR. ZAKIR HUSSAIN (1897-1969) 


he totally dedicated himself to the institution. Due to the 
relentless efforts of Zakir Hussain, the institution has been 
praised as the ‘Healthy child of the Non Co-operation 
Movement’. He encouraged the students and the teachers 
of the Jamia to participate in the Salt Satyagraha in 1930. 
When Gandhi started collecting ‘Swarajya Fund’, Jamia 
students, teachers and employees donated for the first time 
to the fund under his guidance. Dr. Zakir Hussain believed 
that Hindu-Muslim integrity was essential for the liberation 
of country from the British. Hence, he conducted several 
programmes and campaigns in this regard. After Indepen- 
dence, he took the responsibility as the Vice Chancellor of 
the Aligarh Muslim University on the request of Moulana 
Abul Kalam Azad and continued in that post till 1956. He 
was the member of Rajyasabha during 1952 and 1956. Dr. 
Zakir Hussain became the Governor of Bihar in 1957 and 
the President of India in 1967. He strengthened the Indian 
National Movement by imparting National Education in the 
minds of youth of the country. Dr. Zakir Hussain went on a 
tour to Assam and returned to the Rashtrapati Bhavan on 3 
May, 1969. On the sameday in the evening he breathed his 
last. He was buried on the campus of the Jamia Milia Islamia, 
the institution which he adored very much. 
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DR. MAQDOOM MOHIUDDIN 
(1908-1969) 


Source : Telangana Wythalikulu (Telugu), ML Narasimha Rao, Hyderabad,1976. 
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Dr. Maqdoom Mohiuddin, who 
attacked the Imperialist forces with his 
fierce poetry as a part of the Indian 
National Movement, was born on 
4 February, 1908 in Andol village of Medak district in 
Andhra Pradesh. His original name was Abu Sayeed 
Mohammad Maqdoom Mohiuddin Khadri. He lost his 
father in his childhood. He was brought up at his uncle 
Bashiruddin’s home, where he was acquainted with the 
Indian National and Communist movements. He reached 
Hyderabad in 1929 where he completed his M.A. in Urdu 
in 1937 despite his poverty. Later, he finished his doctorate 
by submitting a research thesis on Urdu drama. He joined 
the City College in 1929 as a lecturer. He started writing 
poetry against the British Imperialism and Fascism with his 
poem ‘Tour’, which was published in 1934. He got close 
relations with the Communist groups since 1936, thus, he 
played an instrumental role in the formation of the 
Hyderabad branch of the Communist Party in 1941. He 
resigned from his job in order to dedicate himself totally to 
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DR. MAQDOOM MOHIUDDIN (1908-1969) 


the Indian National Movement and the Indian Communist 
Movement. He was imprisoned in 1942, for participating 
in the Quit India Movement. He observed that there were 
no laws for the welfare of the labour in the Industrial Areas 
under Nizam rule. Thus, he started the Trade Union 
Movement, in which he played the leading role till his last 
breath. Maqdoom Mohiuddin never cared the sanctions 
and punishments imposed by the Nizam and the British 
rulers for his role in the Trade Union Movement. Even his 
writings also were banned by the Nizam Government. He 
participated in the Unification Movement of Nizam in Indian 
Union. He won in the elections held after Independence 
and became Member of Legislature Assembly. He also 
worked as the Member of the Legislative Council. Asa 
poet, Maqdoom earned fame beyond the boundaries. 
Some of his poems and ghazals even appeared in several 
Hindi movies. Dr. Maqdoom Mohiuddin, who was adored 
by the people as a poet, leader of the Indian national 
movement, trade unionist and the people's representative, 
died on 25 August, 1969. 


SaiyS 5-65 omy 5 
Sed Naseer Abamed 


@ eve 


HOVG)} 


Ls 


COACACAEAEACSEACACACAOA ENESCO SO SO 505050505 05050505 O10 5050205050905 O58 90909 O59 OVOLOLO9O2O8 O20 10 ON G28 


a 


> 


j 
WY 
W 
V 
i 
V 

Y) 
i 
i 

Y 

y 
if 
WW 
| 

r 

i 

y 
Wy 
i} 

} 
V 

Y 

i 
WW 

Y 
V 
1) 

Y 

Y/ 

Y 


* bea — 
2, ") Ooi Pv Ce ee at 


JDL IDIDDIDLIIILINL INI N NVNENINVAQIAS NS 


DNNNININ PN NERNNNNN N  N N ON . ~ s 
Dia Ree ea a oh 


PINS 


N 


~ 


C$VOXCVOVOXOCVOXOOXOXOVOROTOXOTOVOOOLOXOTOHOKOTOr@rOrOrO FO cOFOFOFOFOSOLOFO6O50 OEOEOEREALAOALALALA 


tutagiw 


DUNGY 


oo 4 \e-\e 


SHAIK GHALIB SAHEB 


7 


OSES SE ENE NE NE EOE NEE OE 
JE JR DR EE TE DE ER ORE IE “om 


, 


(1904-1970) 


Source : Photo Supplied By his son Mr. Shaik Ibrahim at Guntur in 2000. 
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Shaik Ghalib Saheb, who groomed 
the students and youth organisations to 
play key role in the Indian freedom 
a] movement against the British, was born 
on 15 July, 1904 i in Guntur of Andhra Pradesh state. His 
father was Shaik Chingi Shah and mother Ameenabi. He 
was inspired by the selfless activities of the freedom fighters 
at Guntur and took membership in the Indian National 
Congress in 1928. As he wanted to intensify the National 
Movement, he concentrated on the formation of the 
students’ and youth organizations. Since Shaik Ghalib 
Saheb had great respect towards the ideology of Mahatma 
Gandhi, he followed the thoughts and deeds of Mahatma 
in religious spirit. Though he was offered a government 
job, he refused to join the same in order to dedicate himself 
to the Indian National Movement. He was running a laundry 
at Brodipet in Guntur town in his brother’s name. It became 
the centre for the freedom fighters for their secret meetings. 
He was jailed for participating in the Salt Satyagraha in 
response to the call given by Mahatma Gandhi. Inspired 
by the Muslim ulemas, Galib saheb wanted harmony 
between the Hindus and Muslims and made good efforts 
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SHAIK GHALIB SAHEB (1904-1970) 


in this regard. He led the Muslim Mass Contact Movement 
from 1937 to 1941 as its Secretary. During that period, he 
also discharged several responsibilities as the member of 
the Guntur Municipal Council. He also participated in the 
Individual Satyagraha in 1940 and the Quit India 
Movement in 1942, for which he was imprisoned. His 
health was spoiled because of the rigorous imprisonments. 
Shaik Ghalib Saheb opposed the divisive politics of the 
Muslim League and alerted people of the future dangers 
by organising several activities and programmes. After his 
recovery from the ill health in 1947, he became the 
provisional parliament member in 1950. Shaik Ghalib 
Saheb contested as Congress candidate in the first 
Loksabha Elections but suffred defeat. Later on, he became 
the Rajyasabha member in 1954, but resigned in 1958 on 
the request of the party. Later he worked as the Member 
of the State Legislative Council from 1958-1969. He was 
the president of the prestigious ‘Anjuman Islamia of Guntur’ 
for a pretty long period and thus creating history. Shaik 
Ghalib Saheb, who played a key role in the Indian National 
Movement and dedicated his life to serve the people, 
passed away on 21 August, 1970. 
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SYED FAKRULHAJIYA HASAN 
(-1970) 


Source : Photo supplied by her grand daughter Suraya Hassan, Hyderabad, 2009. 
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Syed Fakrul Hajiya Hassan, who 
not only participated in the Indian 
freedom movement but also encouraged 
her children to participate in the National 
Movement was born in the family which migrated to India 
from Iraq. She groomed her children as freedom fighters 
who became famous as ‘Hyderabad Hassan Brothers’. 
Hajiya married Amir Hassan who had come from Uttar 
Pradesh to Hyderabad settled in the city. Thus she became 
Hyderabadi. Her husband Amir Hassan was a high ranking 
officer in Hyderabad Government. As a part of his job, he 
had to travel to various places. She accompanied her 
husband and showed a great interest in languages of those 
places and thus she learned English, Marathi, Kannada, 
Gujarathi, Telugu along with Urdu. During these tours, she 
observed the misery of women in India. She worked a lot 
for the development of the girl child. Even though she 
resided in Hyderabad which was under the control of the 
British, she participated actively in the Indian Freedom 
Movement, as a woman with independent ideas. 
Responding to the call of Mahatma, she burnt foreign 
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SYED FAKRUL HAJIYA HASSAN (-1970) 


clothes in her Abid Manzil which was located in Troop 
bazaar in Hyderabad. She participated in Khilafat and Non 
cooperation movement. She treated every member of 
Indian National Army as her child. Fhakrul Hajiya worked 
hard for the release of Azad Hind Fouz heroes along with 
Smt. Sarojini Naidu. The famous leaders of Indian National 
Congaress like Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru, Subash Chandra 
Bose, Moulana Abul Kalam Azad showed much respect 
towards Hajiya Hassan. They used to call her ‘Amma 
Jan’. Her independent ideas inspired her three children. 
Her elder son Badrul Hassan followed Mahatma Gandhi 
in the freedom movement. Her younger son Abid followed 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. Abid Hassan became 
familiar as the creator of the slogans ‘Jai Hind’ and ‘Netaji’, 
which are memorable in the literatarature history of 
Indian freedom movement. Her second son Jafar Hassan 
became an educationist in Hyderabad Government and 
he followed Gandhiji like his mother. Syed Fakrul Hajiya 
Hassan who fought for the freedom of her motherland and 
who led her family also in that noble direction died in 
1970.@ 


SaiyS 5-65 omy 5 
Sued Naseer Abamed 


if 


OLOCOSOCOSOSOSOLOLOSOLOE OS OLAS OL OTA OS ASA AS ALATA ALAA AMI OALAIALAHLOLOY YEN ENE EYE) 4 


=, 


Y 


zl 
“| 
ak 
a0 
ell 
Y 
é 
Z 
4 
4 
A 
Z 
y 
Z 
Z 
vA 
Z| 
A 
4| 
4 
a 
Al 
A 
VA 
A 
Al 


DSO BONLU NTN NREN NRE NTE NEN NEN 


CIDIOS 


NSO 


N 


HAASAN 


(See ra CS i A Ra a Re BIN» RIES CSET ih a i RT CN : nenaies 7 ae =e . rm 


DDVDYDLOYOTOVOY EYEE DVOVEY EV EVE TEEN eV OTe Verer ever ever eTvevevevererers: 


DR. SYED MEHMOOD 
(1889-1971) 


Source : Celebrating India, Mehar Fatima Hussain, Manak, New Delhi, 2009. 
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Doctor Syed Mehmood, who 
warned people that the two nation theory 
and the campaign that Muslims were the 
sons of Pakistani soil were dangerous 
to themselves as well as the future of India, was born in 
1889 in Syedpur village, Ghaziapur district of Uttar 
Pradesh. While he was studying at Aligarh, he actively 
participated in the strike against the British principal, for 
which he was debarred from the college and branded as 
Anti-British. He took part in the Indian National Congress 
Conference which was held at Benaras. He played an 
active role in the All India Muslim League during the early 
days of its formation. He obtained a doctorate in Law in 
1911 and started practice in Patna. He attended the meeting 
of the Muslim League, which was held in Bombay in 1915. 
He also took active role in the Khilafat and Non Co- 
operation Movement in 1919 in response to the call given 
by Mahatma Gandhi and was imprisoned several times for 
his participation in the Indian National Movement. He 
contested in the elections of 1937 held as per the Govern- 
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DR. SYED MEHMOOD (1889-1971) 


ment of India Act 1935 and won from South Champaran 
constituency to Bihar Legislative Assembly. He was again 
elected in 1946 to the Bihar Legislative Assembly and 
became a Minister. He was interested in the socialist system 
of society. He encouraged the cottage industries and co- 
operative farms. He opined that as long as economic 
inequalities among the people were not wiped out, India 
won’t achieve total development. He strongly opposed 
the divisive politics of the Muslim League. He criticized 
the leaders who were demanding a separate nation. He 
worked for the rehabilitation of Hindu, Muslim and Sikh 
victims, who suffered huge losses during the riots after the 
division of the nation. Later, he was elected from the East 
Champaran constituency to Loksabha in the first general 
elections held in 1952. He made several suggestions for 
the election reforms in order to curtail communalism. He 
wrote several books for the promotion of harmony between 
the Hindu and Muslim communities. Dr. Syed Mehmood, 
who played multi faceted role in the Indian National 
Movement, died on 28 September, 1971 in Delhi. 
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MUFTI MOHAMMAD NAEEM LUDHIYANVI 
(1888-1971) 


Source : Mufthi Masood Ahamed, Sahiwal (Pakistan), Nephew of freedom fighter Habib-ur-Rehman Ludhianvi, 2013. 
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Mufti Mohammad Naeem 
Ludhiyanvi, who very much proudly 
declared that “we are freedom fighters 
by birth because we have been fighting 
against the British since generations” , was born in 1888 in 
Ludhiyana in Punjab state of India. Maulana Muhammad 
Abdullah Ludihanavi was his father and Moulana Abdul 
Khadir Ludhiyanvi was his grand father. Abdul Khadir 
was a freedom fighter in 1857. Naeem's father was the 
person who passed a fatwah called ‘Nusrath-Ul-Abrar ’. 
Itmeant that fighting against the British was the fundamental 
duty of every Muslim. Mufti Mohammad Naeem went to 
Darul Uloom in Deoband for his religious education. 
There he became a follower and favourite student of 
freedom fighter Maulana Mohammad Hasan. He was 
greatly inspired by Hasan. After his education Naeem 
worked as the principal of the college at Azamgarh for six 
years and then he decided to fight against the British. He 
was arrested while he was going to peshawar in obidence 
to the intructions of his teacher. He was in jail for three 


onde 


THE IMMORTALS 


221 


oa) aWclden, 0D WOUGSD eu@ater}, (1866-1971) 


8&0 aargsHeorr, adrod -bocdr-do-2706 Soe sa 
eQsSoenrr soos ePggeseo VSssroewrd. ends wx ards 
PGA KONA WaYgssd GSBorhwHxy was 29 Dos arew 
SSP hrs Sep svolAH Sdo8 wdis¥odmre ardsesoo 
VSgdrowrd. 19305 Darsseryn HPryyrd owSé* ‘goar-db- 
DYES srbSGo Ads worl ades, BOXven AHS artoes 
SwBeasro’ shes KPerar oepSS> Sod Dardeo a6 worl Has, 
SEW SQow aégacden Bir NAS Scivw® 3% Geox 
ooo. 19308 wlSrSrs® 26AS aciredbd-socdir-ab- 
B05 SSPSGOS® Boss Xeoraygo’ Sorywrdy x% Snsrsy 
Sowrdo Sgavorr HSS DEPdd. gros ard Seo[An arcdh%oOrr, 
adiraods-sosr-ab-2r05 Sdre sort Seharyl8 xpBdSorr 
BSsS0NS srSevorre Soho aod d% Sossyoro Area Boo 
BNSo Kaa. rss APadx. wos SpBd8omrh. aeprds 
DGeads wOASHSS HBRS ‘APS Qs’ srarodd) was 
(BSS oertd. Sx grdSciwG), Sxo Knhox Se Sohods*® add 
aP Doearas Dsyo sere MSS a 88S [HBSrsio wd 
DROP SSEBOOS ead 1947 Dafesd Soars SSRs Serb. 
[Haor SAY ArGssSo aw KGS Sn SwxsraiyS Sowrdd 
rOadwrrs, 19716 SXpnrarvw. @ 


MUFTI MOHAMMAD NAEEM LUDHIYANVI (1888-1971) 


years. He played a major role in the national movement as 
avice president of Jamiath-Ulema-e-Hind and president 
of its Panjab branch. He declared himself as an Indian by 
birth. He worked as the president of Ludhiyana district 
congress committee continueously for a period 29 years. 
In 1930, British police opened fire on the activists of 
Khudha-e-Khidmathghar and killed many of them. He 
prepared a report on this brutal incident and submitted it 
to the people along with Abul Kalam Azad. He introduced 
complete independence resolution in Jamiath-Ulema-e- 
Hind conference at Amroha in 1930. He spent seven years 
in jail for participating in national movementas a leader of 
Indian National Congress and Jamiath-Ulema-e-Hind. 
He opposed the division of India He said that Pakistan 
will never be an Islamic state and “I am an Indian, lama 
Muslim. In these two, one is for my belief, and another is 
for my existence. These are the symbols of mine.” He 
went to Pakistan after Independece in 1947. Mufti 
Mohammad Naeem Ludhiyanvi spent his remaining life 
giving spritual speeches to the people and died in 1971.¢ 
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Mohammad Ismail, who believed 
that the charity towards education is the 
best among all charities, was born on 
5 June, 1896 in Pettai, Tirunalveli district 
in Tamil -nadu. His father Moulvi K. T. Miakhan Rowther 
was a multi lingual scholar. Ismail lost his father during his 
childhood. He had his primary education in Tirunalveli and 
higher education in Madras. He boycotted the college under 
the influence of Mahatma Gandhi to participate in Khilafat 
and Non Cooperation Movement. He took membership 
in the Indian National Congress and took active part in its 
several programmes along with his brother Ibrahim Ahmed, 
during the freedom struggle. Mohammad Ismail mobilised 
the youth towards the National Movement and groomed 
them as committed activists for which he had established 
several organizations. Mohammad Ismail, who was known 
for his honesty, became a successful entrepreneur in the 
export and import business with the help of the renowned 
businessman Jamal Mohammad. Though engaged in 
business, he actively participated in politics and worked 
for the establishment of several educational institutions. As 
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MOHAMMAD ISMAIL (1896-1972) 


a philanthropist, he not only donated huge amounts of 
money, but also collected donations from the rich for the 
establishment of several educational institutions. 
Mohammad Ismail was displeased at the results of the 
elections in 1936, which were entirely decided on religious 
grounds. So he joined All India Muslim League. He 
strengthened the Muslim League in Tamil Nadu and got 
several candidates of the League elected during the 1946 
elections and led the opposition in the Assembly. A fter the 
division of the country, he toured Pakistan and advised the 
then Pakistan Premier Mr. Liyakath Ali Khan not to cause 
any trouble to the minorities in Pakistan, even though 
Indian Muslims face any troubles. When the States were 
reorganized in India, he settled down in Kerala after its 
formation. He got elected from the Manjeri Loksabha 
Constituency in Kerala in year 1962, 1967 and 1971 asa 
candidate of the Indian Union Muslim League. He was 
respectfully called as ‘Ouaid-e-Millat’ (leader of Nation). 
Mohammad Ismail, who dedicated his life and worked for 
the welfare of the people till to the end of his life, breathed 
his laston 4 April, 1972. 
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DR. KHWAJA ABDUL HAMEED 
(1898-1972) 


Source : http://twocircles.net/2011jan03/khwaja_abdul_hamied_189819 
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Dr. Khwaja Abdul Hameed, who 
joined National Movement in response to 
the call given by Gandhiji and Ali broth- 
ers, was born on 31 October, 1998 in 
Aligarh in Uttar Pradesh. His father was K A Ali. He devel- 
oped resentment against the colonial rule after witnessing 
the high handedness of the British officials and the police 
during the agitation against to Kanpur Maszid Demolition in 
1913. When Khilafat and Non-cooperation movement com- 
menced under the leadership of Ali brothers and Gandhiji, 
he was studying degree in a college. In response to the call 
given by Gandhiji to boycott the colleges run with Govern- 
ment funds, he left the college and led the students of 
Allahabad University in the movement. Due to this act of 
defiance, the college management, on the orders of the British 
authorities, expelled him from the college. In 1921, he took 
active part in Khilafat and Non-cooperation movement as 
an activist of Indian National Congress. He supported the 
proposal of Ali Brothers and Gandhiji, to establish a Jamia 
Milla Islamia for those students who boycotted the Govt. 
colleges, in order to instill nationalist ideas in the Students. 
Later, he worked in Jamia Millia Islamia as a lecturer in 
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DR. KHWAJA ABDUL HAMEED (1898-1972) 


chemistry. He along with his colleague Dr. Jakir Hussain, 
played his role in the National Movement. When Non-co- 
operation movement was called off in 1924, he went to 
England to pursue higher education and later he moved to 
Germany as he disliked to study in the colonialist country. 
He did his doctorate in Chemistry from Berlin University 
and toured several other countries in 1927 to acquire deep 
knowledge in establishing Pharmaceutical industry and 
manufacturing medicines. He settled in Bombay in 1931 
and reached the pinnacle of his career in pharmaceutical 
Industry undertaking a variety of research projects success- 
fully. Though he made pharmaceutical industry his main 
career, he was not aloof from public life. He extended sup- 
port to Jamia Millia Islamia running under guidance of Dr. 
Jakir Hussain. He contested as an independent candidate 
for Bombay’s Legislative Council in 1937 and won. Even 
though Mohammed Ali Jinnah fielded someone against him 
and campaigned personally, he could not thwart Hameed’s 
victory. He vehemently opposed Muslim League’s reslution 
of partition of India. Dr. Khwaja Abdul Hameed, who served 
the country in the capacity of People’s representative from 
1937 to 1962, passed away on 23 June, 1972. 
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MOHAMMAD GHULAM MOHIUDDIN 
(1882-1973) 


Source : Photo provided by Lanka Venkata Ramana, senior journalist and eminent writer, Vijayawada, 2000. 
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Mohammad Ghulam Mohi- 
uddin was the first leader from 

| Andhra Pradesh to quit his 
(iif Hib, Government post in order to join 
the Khilafat and Non Co-operation Movement, 
responding to the call given by Mahatma Gandhi. 
He was born in 1882 in Vijayawada, Krishna district 
of Andhra pradesh. He was from a very wealthy 
Jagirdari family. He resigned from the post of 
honorary magistrate and joined the movement, which 
was started in 1919. Mahatma mentioned the 
sacrifice of Ghulam Mohiuddin in his magazine 
“Young India’. He led the Khilafat Non Co-operation 
Movement Committee of Vijayawada city as its 
president. He participated in the Indian National 
Movement actively along with his close friend and 
famous freedom fighter Ayyadevara Kaleswara Rao. 
He went to Calcutta with Ayyadevara Kaleswara Rao, 
where they met Mahatma Gandhi and obtained 
permission to organize the general session of Indian 
National Congress in Vijayawada in the year 1921. 
Prominent leaders of Indian National Congress like 
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Mahatma Gandhi, Abbas Tyabji, Hakim Ajmal Khan, 
Moulana Abul Kalam Azad, Mohammad Ali, Shoukat 
Ali, and Khan Abdul Gafar Khan and others attended 
the sessions at Vijayawada. Ghulam Mohiuddin 
spent huge amount of his hard earned money for 
organizing the session of Indian National Congress 
at Vijayawada. Though he maintained cordial 
relations with the All India Muslim League, he did 
not support the divisive ideology of the League. He 
opposed the idea of dividing the nation on religious 
grounds. He worked for harmony among the Hindus 
and Muslims. When communal riots erupted in 
Vijayawada city soon after the division of the nation, 
he took initiative to pacify the situation and bring it 
under control. He appealed to the people of all 
communities to maintain peace by moving in the 
streets of Vijayawada riding on a horse. He worked 
as the Councilor and the Vice Chairman of 
Vijayawada Municipality for a long period. 
Mohammad Ghulam Mohiuddin, who was 
committed to the Khadi Movement, wore Khadi 
robes till his demise on 13 March, 1973. 
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Iw ( Choudhry Khaliquzzaman, who 
as played a very important role in the British 
| India, which influenced the politics of 

Y a Indian sub continent, was born in Chunar 
Village, Mirzapur district in Uttar Pradesh in 1889. His father 
was Sheik Mohammad Jaman and mother Maqbul unnisa 
Begum. He was influenced by Ali brothers and went to 
Turkey in 1912 along with the medical team under the 
leadership of Dr. Muqtar Ahmed Ansari to serve the 
wounded soldiers of Balkan war. He took membership in 
the Indian National Congress in 1916 and became the 
member in the Anti-Rowlatt Committee. Later, he became 
a member in the All India Muslim League. He participated 
in the Khilafath Movement actively and formed the All India 
Khilafath Committee. He started his practice in Lucknow 
as an advocate and entered into politics by taking up public 
welfare programmmes. He got elected to the Lucknow 
Municipal Board and continued as its Chairman for a pretty 
long period. He participated in the Home Rule Movement. 
He boycotted the Prince of Wales visit in 1921, for which, 
he was imprisoned. Later, he joined the Swarajya Party in 
1923. He played a key role in the Uttar Pradesh elections in 
1937 and won as a candidate of Unionist Party with the 
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CHOUDHRY KHALIQUZZAMAN (1889-1973) 


support of the Congress leaders. Neither Congress nor the 
League could get enough seats to form the government in 
those elections. Moulana Abul Kalam Azad advised him to 
join hands with Congress in the formation of the Government, 
promising two Ministries. Against the wishes of Moulana, 
Jawaharlal Nehru anounced one ministry only. Thus, the 
pact could not work out. Meanwhile, Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
convinced Choudhry Khaliquzzaman to shake hands with 
Muslim League and offered him a key role in the party. 
After joining the Muslim League, he strengthened the party 
in Uttar Pradesh. Moulana Azad also acknowledged in his 
book ‘India Wins Freedom’ that the joining of Choudhry 
strengthened the Muslim League. Choudhry was very close 
to Jinnah and became a prominent leader in the Muslim 
League. He supported the resolution for the formation of 
Pakistan in Lahore Meeting in 1940. After the division of 
the country, he remained in India for some time to look after 
the affairs of the League on the advice of Jinnah. Later, he 
migrated to Pakistan and held various key posts. At last he 
admitted in his book ‘Pathway to Pakistan’ that the division 
of the country caused a huge loss for the Muslim Community 
in the sub-continent in general and Indian Muslims in 
particular. Choudhry Khaliquzzaman passed away in 1973. 
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‘KAKA BABU’ MUZAFFAR AHMED 
(1889-1973) 


Source : India’s struggle for Freedom -An Album, Govt.of West Bengal, 1987. 
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Muzaffar Ahmed, who was 
popularly known as ‘Kaka Babu’, and 
who desired an eglatarian society 
besides independence from the 
Imperialist British rule, was born on 5 August, 1889 in 
Sandwip, Noukhali district in East Bengal, which is 
presently called Bangladesh. He had to feed his family 
while pursuing his studies because of poverty from his 
childhood. His fondness for reading and dedication for 
learning made him a good writer and an appealing orator. 
He opposed the division of Bengal in 1906 at a very young 
age. Muzaffar Ahmed entered into direct politics in 1916. 
He was inspired by the success of the Bolshevik Revolution 
in Russia in 1917. Later, he led the movement opposing 
the cruel Rowlatt Act of 1919. He had cordial relations 
with the revolutionaries in Bengal. He got acquainted with 
the Communist ideology from the Muhajarins, who returned 
to India from Russia after their historical ‘Hizarath’. Thus, 
he established relations with the International Communist 
Movement and started building Indian Communist 
Movement in Bengal. As the British government wanted 
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‘KAKA BABU’? MUZAFFAR AHMED (1889-1973) 


to curb the Communist Movement in its budding stage 
itself, it implicated Muzaffar Ahmed in the well known 
Peshawar conspiracy case. Though he was facing 
harassment from the British government, he further 
intensified his activities during 1924-25. While continuing 
his writings , he held different posts in the Indian National 
Congress. He played an active role as a member of the 
Bengal Provincial Congress Committee during 1926-27 
and as a member of the All India National Congress 
Committee during 1927-29. When World War-II started 
in 1939, he activley participated in several anti-war 
demonstrations, for which he was arrested several times 
by British Government. Though the Communists did not 
take part in the Quit India Movement of 1942, Muzaffar 
Ahmed, as a writer stood along with the activists of Indian 
National Movement. He spent many years behind bars 
because of his fighting nature against the Imperialistic rule 
of the British. Muzaffar, who was famous not only as a 
committed freedom fighter and a communist leader, but 
also as a man of the people. ‘Kaka Babu’ Muzaffar Ahmed 
breathed his last on 18 December, 1973 in Calcutta.@ 
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BAQAR ALI MIRZA 
(1900-1973) 


Source : Hyderabad Swathantrodyama Charitra (Telugu), V.M Rao, Hyderabad, 1992. 


a 23200 —_—_ SS eS 5 85 emt 
THE IMMORTALS Syed Naseer Abamed 


Nero SOMPPA BBA chrVas 
S DOXo BocoXod Xero SomTPGHes 
DOs gar Sosas wrOleres (OSeodxo 
SPsPoBoNS erHS ed) Soop 1900 X76) 
DS PrsorerG& adhourd. DOGO SE Sod arSragards 
BOOM HBSS SHS eabS wHHES’ SchHeyy arBav 
aparen Me DESH Domo wasHarr edison VSesroercd. 
Ss Sodsorr oajdss® adAs sospdah P[vregars HpBSS 
Fok SraSatyegto. J. (GS5)) Sars Dero Hadp@cod*A 
ODPHS YEAS SxySce05 BS sod* Bort. ecdbdx Oed3h 
(Habe, SpBos SHSeraror MNOS eharxQertoen, Hades, 
LPBOE SESAPOS PASSA SPOS asysha drosen Sore. 
@ DSorr spss aacso 005 3&8 SX WPSY) -ANSolsyoxk 
SpBSSHD NOSOxXw AS rON8 odardie Dart. srs 
wars Jd arMd © Ga ose spore wo8SHaromyv. 
SHoared SrOS Sgsod® (SSBoarr. SrOHoxd HOME SHtox, 
sPhoseo sod (sraotho Hegeico No adsard SOHO Sopra, 
a dso Dart. e SPODOD Hay HSMP SBH sro airoesso 
PHoardtd. & Say Sossyorr OOH MBons wahsS erersrwo 
SOTPSOS® MBAS. Goridino SHAK Mod knwo Aso 


Bagar Ali Mirza, who drafted the 
historical statement advising the Nawab 
of Nizam to merge the Nizam State with 


the Indian Union, was born on 7 March, 
1900 in Hyderabad, capital of Andhrapradesh. He strongly 
opposed the imperialist forces from his student days. While 
he was studying at Oxford University, he was the president 
of the Students’ Union, which was formed with a group of 
students having nationalist ideology. After finishing his B.A 
(Hons) he joined Nizam Government service as an assistant 
conservator of forests. He was asked to give a declaration 
promising not to participate in any Anti-British activities. He 
resigned from the job saying that the condition was against 
his freedom and independence. Later he dedicated himself 
to the public service. He entered into the Trade Union 
Movement and strengthened the Jute Mill Labour Union 
which had over three lakh members. He led the strike of the 
Jute Mill workers and successfully got their demands ful- 
filled. But he was arrested during the strike and spent a 
pretty long period behind the bars. He strongly longed for 


omtyeo 


THE IMMORTALS 


233 


2raaiB e9@) dbus (1900-1973) 


SOx) argS wd Soop 19478 208005 ordIaS&® Dero 
Soapso DOSo Srarod ssroSxve (SesrParasordy EPSNEQaras 
Sgaorr ApxoHayS. Ss shd& Wearto AAowrtd. OSS 
B08cbS chrIaSé Dero SomPargy DMSo Acivad &Xr0K 
Sve Dero Sarend Storr Sa TeASPOA Ao|so2% $86 Soop 
aS SHGowb. @ SharS Sash awehdsom osirso 
ard Bddooare Dero% Dore ADVO (HAW Sayre 
MVBPoNs POPS ahorQ) arH6 wb Soop SrsPoBoard. 
9 Saxo SrsPoBosto kw[sao seoa cP Hotro’, ‘aS’ 
aor D[OSOS® (HxH80% B® Sodsoxsar2S srdevo cists. 
So SoS Nero Sgdeso sabdx Sossroo APNDosos* 
0008. 1948 RHoaS® w6AS BOX Ar¥S Shard wads 
DSoSeckorsSo. 1950-525* (MAL aoS AeSaootw SaogQrv 
sods erggen DSSroart. 659 areroads® w6AS goed 
PGSB006 HordIdS SSvrdSeos 2G SB0aoé (S80Grr 
SPaSosorgo. 1953 are3 erdS arBo Sod wadsns 
Sdwaswox (Sars SHS TP ercigsen DSssromrc. SHINS 
[KAseO8 (HH SostarwaAr erp6 wH D8Q Dien wohowrd. 
1962 X08 1972 S6H SSH Sabre arggSen VSSrooS 
apad ea) Soop 1973 adS6 2885 SXpmrart. 


BAQAR ALI MIRZA (1900-1973) 


the liberation of country from the British power and gar- 
nered public support for the merger of Nizam State with 
the Indian Union in 1947. As per the advice of his friend 
Farid Mirza, he drafted an open letter to the Nawab of Nizam 
demanding the merger with the Indian Union. It was titled 
‘Letter to Nizam from Seven Renowned Muslims’. He got 
the letter published in the Urdu news papers ‘Payaam’ and 
‘Imroz’ without caring the threats from Razakars. The 
Nizam government, which was irked by the letter, put him 
under house arrest. He was released after the police action 
on Nizam in September, 1948. Baqar Ali Mirza, later be- 
came the member of the Provincial Parliament, and contin- 
ued in that post from 1950 to 1952. He represented India in 
the Inter Parliamentary Union Summit held at Istanbul in 
Turkey. He worked as the general secretary of the Indian 
National Congress session at Nanal Nagar in 1953. He 
also worked as the press advisor to the Government of Af- 
ghanistan. Baqar Ali Mirza, who was the member of 
Loksabha during period of 1962-1972, breathed his last on 
1 January, 1973. 
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ABDUL QAYYUM ANSARI 
(1905-1973) 


Source : Indian Postal Stamp, Published on 1 July, 2005. 
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Abdul Qayyum Ansari, who fought 
not only for independence but also 
against the social and economic 

b inequalities, was born on 1 July, 1905 
in Dehri village, Shahabad district in Bihar. His father 
Munshi Abdul Haq was a business man and mother was 
Safia Begum. Ansari entered into the Khilafat and Non 
Co-operation Movement under the influence of Ali 
brothers, when he was in high school. At the tender age of 
15 years, he was appointed general secretary of the All 
India Khilafat Committee and attended the Indian National 
Congress sessions at Calcutta as a representative of 
Shahabad district. The British government branded him 
‘dangerous’ and arrested him in 1922. Later, on several 
occassions he spent several years behind the bars.He was 
very much committed to the agitational programmes of the 
Indian National Congress for which he was applauded by 
the people. He campaigned against the divisive ideology 
of the All India Muslim League. He explained to the people 
that the division of the nation would only benefit the wealthy 
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ABDUL QAYYUM ANSARI (1905-1973) 


capitalists, landlords, aristocratic groups and the selfish 
politicians. He was elected to the Bihar Assembly after 
Independence and became a minister. Though he was 
defeated in 1952 elections, he won in 1962 and 1967. 
He held different ministerial posts and irrespective of the 
posts he held, he took special interest in the backward 
classes. He tried to address the Momin issues by forming 
various organisations. He also worked for the development 
of Urdu. In this process, he started magazines like ‘A/ 
Islah’, ‘Maswat’ and ‘Tahzib’ etc. Ansari, had a special 
interest in the development of education. He worked as a 
member of senate in Patna University from 1940 to 1957 
and member of the board of Aligarh Muslim University 
from 1951-52. He was elected to Rajyasabha in 1970. 
Inspite of his busy political and academic activities, he was 
very much fond of rearing animals and birds. He worked 
as the chairman of the Zoological Society of Bihar fora 
pretty long period. Abdul Qayyum Ansari, who dedicated 
his life for the Indian freedom struggle and social work, 
breathed his last on 18 January, 1973. 
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Khan Abdus Samad Khan, who 
was famous as ‘Baluchi Gandhi’ on par 
with Khan Abdul Gafar Khan who was 
y a pure Gandhian to the core and was 
internationally acclaimed as ‘Frontier Gandhi’ , was born 
on 7 July, 1907 at Gulistan, near by city of Quetta in 
Pakistan. At the young age of 13, he took part in the anti- 
imperialism campaign organised in his area. He was a strong 
opponent of the foreign rulers and the superstitions among 
the fellow country people. He started ‘Anjuman-e-Watan’ 
(The Society for the Motherland) for the liberation of the 
nation from the British yoke. Later, he merged it with the 
Indian National Congress. Though he was initially attracted 
towards the Non-Violence ideology of Gandhi during 1920, 
he also maintained close relations with the revolutionary 
organizations. He.utilized the Indian National Congress as 
a forum to bring out the woes of the Baluchi people into 
limelight and to criticize the misrule of the British. He was 
a powerful orator. The British government could not tolerate 
his powerful and punching speeches exposing their mis 
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KHAN ABDUS SAMAD KHAN (1907-1973) 


deeds. As such, British rulers imprisoned him along with 
his brothers. He campaigned for the Pashtun Autonomy in 
aunited secular India, along with Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 
in the then North-West Frontier Province. Abdus Samad 
participated in the anti-war campaign in response to the 
call given by the Indian National Congress and spread the 
movement in various areas of Baluchistan. He played an 
active role in the Quit India Movement, for which he was 
imprisoned for three years. When there was an ideological 
war between the Congress and the Muslim League, he 
supported the Congress and strongly opposed the two- 
nation theory of the League. This aroused ire among the 
Muslim League leaders. When Pakistan was formed in 
1947, the ruling party harassed him with frequent arrests. 
He spent 35 years in different jails both in the British India 
and in Pakistan. But, Khan Abdus Samad Khan never 
stepped back from his ideology and fought for the rights 
of the Baluchi people till to his end. While he was 
continuing the movement for the autonomy for Baluchistan, 
he was assassinated on 2 December, 1973. 
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MOULANA MAZAHAR ALI AZHAR 
(1895-1974) 


Source : http://www.indianetzone.com/62/mazhar_ali_azhar.htm 
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Mbulana Mazhar Ali Azhar, who 
focused more on leading people in the 
direction of agitations than on making ap- 
peals stating that British government 
would not take heed of requests, was 
born on 13 April, 1895 in Baramullah near Batala in 
Gurudaspur district in Punjab. His father was Abdullah. 
Azhar obtained his degree in 1915 and completed Law in 
1917. He started practice in Lahore. He joined National 
movement in 1919 through Khilafath and Non-cooperation 
movements against British government. He was jailed for 
one and a half year as a result of his active participation in 
the Non-cooperation movement. Since then he had been an 
active member in Indian National Congress and was in the 
forefront of all its agitational programmes. He was elected 
to Punjab legislative council in 1924 and was its member till 
1926. While speaking in the Muslim League session of 1928, 
he gave a call to Muslims and Hindus to stop blaming each 
other and to work together to enlighten the people by expos- 
ing the anti-people’s policies of the British. He stood by A// 
Indian Majlis-e-Ahrar-e-Islam which was formed in 1929 
as a result of fissures in Indian National Congress. He cre- 
ated sensation by organizing a march of one thousand Ahrar 
activists form Sialkot to Kashmir in 1930 demanding solu- 
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MOULANA MAZAHAR ALI AZHAR (1895-1974) 


tion to the problems of Kashmir people. As a general secre- 
tary of the Indian National Congress, he strove hard to 
spread civil disobedience movement of 1931, for which he 
was jailed for six years. He was elected to Punjab Legisla- 
tive Council for another term from 1934 to 1937. He worked 
hard for the harmony and unity between Hindus and Sikhs, 
when a controversy arose about Shahidganj Gurdwara in 
Punjab in 1935. He was elected to the Punjab Legislative 
Assembly in 1937 on the ticket of Ahrar party and he served 
the people till 1945. Azhar expressed his unwillingness to 
the partition resolution of Muslim League. Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah’s politics and policies are anathema to Azhar and 
Jinnah’s title Qaid-e-Azam was not palatable to him. In 1946 
he contested elections on the ticket of Ahrar party and suf- 
fered defeat. He strongly believed that Muslims should work 
shoulder to shoulder with Hindu brethren to achieve Inde- 
pendence to India. Though he was not willing to partition of 
India, he extended his support to the formation of Pakistan, 
feeling that Muslims, numerically a minority, would not get 
proper justice in a parliamentary democracy. As a result of 
fissures in Ahrar party, he left it in 1946 and joined All India 
Forward Bloc. Moulana Mazhar Ali Azhar’s life, which was 
inseparably intertwined with the public life, ended when he 
breathed his last on 11 November, 1974 in Lahore. 


SaiyS 5-66 omy 5 
Sued Naseer Abamed 


SESS NSN SN NT SS NS SS SS NE NT NE NE TE NES NE SN NES EN NE NT 


Neo} 
BNC 


ESGSS 


SAAN YEANYENEA NENW NEN NEE WR 


4 
aN 
4 
ZS 
ee 
> 
4 
> 
~~: 
mS 
= 
~~ 
SF 
aS 
~ 
? 
- 
> 
~ 
~ 
=~ 
eS 
~ 
= 
pea 
> 
~ 
= 
= 
= 
~ 
= 
~ 
> 
ae 
= 
~ 
= 
~ 
> 
~: 
> 
z= 
= 
- 
= 
— 
= 
+ 
— 
> 
2 
> 


GENUINE NEN RENEE NNN 


MOHAMMAD GHOUSE BAIG 
(1885-1976) 


Source : Swathntrodymam Desanayakulu (Telugu), VL Sundararao, Tirupathi, 1989. 
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Mohammad Ghouse Baig, who 
played an active role in “Chirala-Perala’ 
struggle, which went on as a part of 
Indian National Movement in Andhra 
pradesh, was born on 12 September, 1885 in Ganta- 
yapalem village, Chirala mandal in Prakasam district of 
Andhrapradesh, in a wealthy family. His father was Haji 
Mohiuddin Baig and mother Fatima. He entered into the 
Freedom Movement in 1907, when he was a student. Baig 
attended the All India Congress Session in 1920 at Calcutta 
along with Duggirala Gopalakrishniah, who was the leader 
of the famous Chirala-Perala Movement of AP. The British 
government merged Chirala and Perala villages into a 
municipality and imposed heavy taxes on the people, which 
led to the revolt by the people. Baig, who opposed the 
heavy taxes levied, participated in the Tax non payment 
movement and financially helped the suffering people. He 
also took part in Khilafat and Non Cooperation movement, 
for which he was imprisoned. He led the ‘Ramadandu’ 
force, formed by Duggirala Gopla Krishnaiah. Mohammad 
Ghouse Baig even led the youth, who participated in the 
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MOHAMMAD GHOUSE BAIG (1885-1976) 


Salt Satyagraha in 1930-32. He was arrested for partici- 
pating in the Civil disobedience movement. His properties 
were seized by the British government. Mohammad Ghouse 
and his wife faced several woes for their active role in the 
Indian National Movement, but they never lost confidence. 
They wore Khadi till their end, and helped the Khadi 
movement to spread into villages under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi. Mohammad Ghouse Baig being a good 
orator, inspired the people with his patriotic speeches in 
the meetings held in Guntur and Prakasam districts of AP. 
He actively participated in the movements without fear of 
arrest and harassment by the British. He strongly opposed 
the divisive theory of the All India Muslim League. He 
warned about the dangers of the divisive theory of the 
League. He worked for the harmony between Hindus 
and Muslims. He was elected as a Municipal Councillor 
in 1947 for a brief period. Later, he dedicated himself for 
the programmes meant to improve the communal harmony. 
Mohammad Ghouse Baig, who was a dedicated leader 
and worked for the Hindu-Muslim unity and freedom of 
the people, passed away on 19 September, 1976. 


SaiyS 5-65 omy 5 
Syed Naseer Abamed 


SESS NNN NE SS NS NS ES NSE NT NE NE TE NES NE NN NES EN NE Ne 


Las 


SGN 


SENNA NNN NN 


SINE SENSENSENSENENT N NN 


“ 


YPRIRALYA® 


~. 


CIDA INGS 


ASE NEAR REE NRA 


~ 


-_> 

= 

_— 

Z 

= 

= 

a 

~. 

— 

= 

2 j 
= Z 
> y, 
> 

> 

> 

= 

— 

= 

> 

bs 

= 

3 

Ls 

> 

x 


2) 


CEOS EOS MDE ASME ASOLAIASASAIAS ASAI AIA ASOLO HS PVENEN ENE NE Va Ve La NE) 


iy) 


AULA LA. UA 


wy 


OV SVOTO TOYO TOYOY YOO’ OY OY OY EY Oe Teva Oya” Orevrerererererevevevererererc: 


KHAZI NAZRUL ISLAM 
(1899-1976) 


http://www.bengaliwiki.com/page/Kazit+Nazrul+lslam 
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Khazi Nazrul Islam, who used his 
pen as a weapon in the fight against 
foreign rulers, was born on 25 May, 1899 
in Churilia village, Burdwan district in 
West Bengal His father was Khazi Fakir Saheb and mother 
Zaheda Khatoon. He lost his father in his childhood. Thus 
he had to work in several places to feed his family. He 
worked with a theatre group and wrote lyrics and plays for 
it. He joined military in 1917 to get training in the use of 
arms, with the object that it would be useful for him to send 
the foreign rulers away. But when he returned to his native 
place in 1919, he settled down in literary work. He took 
membership in the Indian National Congress and participated 
actively in the programmes during the National Movement. 
He never hesitated to criticise the wrongs, which his 
conscience did not accept. He created revolutionary 
literature inspiring the youth to join in the National Movement 
to overthrow the British rulers. As a result, he was branded 
as a ‘Rebel Poet’. He made sharp criticism in his writings 
against the misrule of the British. The British government, 
irked by his writings, sent him to jail. Even in jail, he revolted 
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KHAZI NAZRUL ISLAM (1899-1976) 


against the authorities. He launched hunger strike and 
continued it for 40 days in the prison demanding the improve- 
ment in the conditions of the inmates. After his release 
from the prison, Islam started ‘Shramika Praja Swarajya 
Dal’ in 1925 to achieve total self rule. He launched a 
magazine ‘Langal’ to promote the ideology of the Dal. 
Meanwhile, he met the communist leader Muzaffar Ahmed 
and was influenced by the developments of the Russian 
Revolution. This caused ire among the British rulers. They 
sent him to jail several times and imposed ban on his 
magazines and his poetry. But, Nazrul Islam never stopped 
writing. Despite illness and poverty, he continued writings 
criticizing the British rulers, landlords and imperialists. He 
was not only an orator, but also a gifted singer. Islam fell ill 
in 1942 and lost his voice completely. He spent about three 
decades in mere silence. After Inde-pendence, Nazrul Islam 
was honoured by the Governments of India and Bangladesh 
with several awards and honorary doctorates. Khazi Nazrul 
Islam was honoured by the Government of India with the 
‘Padmabhushan’ in 1960. He breathed his last on 29 August, 
1976 in Dhaka. @ 
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Dr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, who 
was prepared to face the warth of the 
British trading community to defend the 
rights of labourers, was born in Delhi on 
13 May, 1905. His father was Colonel Jalnoor Ali, who 
opposed the discrimination shown by the British officials 
against the Indian officials in the Army. Ali Ahmed was 
graduated from Punjab University and studied law in England 
where he met Jawaharlal Nehru. He started his practice in 
1923 as an advocate at Lahore and took membership in the 
Indian National Congress in 1931 to enter into the National 
Movement. He went to Gowhati, the present Capital of 
Assam, to look after his family estate. In Gowhathi he took 
up the key responsibilities of Assam branch of the Indian 
National Congress. He rejected the invitations by the Muslim 
League leaders and continued in the Congress only. He 
defeated the Muslim League candidate in 1935 elections 
and got elected to the Assam Assembly and became Minister 
for Revenue and Labour Welfare. During his tenure, he 
brought several pro-labour bills like Agricultural Income Tax 
Billetc., defying the ire of the British traders. He participated 
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DR. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (1905-1977) 


in the individual Satyagraha in 1940, for which he was jailed 
by the British. Later, he was once again imprisoned for his 
role in the Quit India Movement and was in Jail till April, 
1945. Dr Fhakruddin Ali Ahamed got married to Begum 
Abeda in 1945. He declared that the unity among the Hindus 
and Muslims is essential to achieve independence and 
strongly opposed the divisive politics of the Muslim League. 
He got elected to the Assam Assembly and Rajyasabha 
several times after independence and held different 
ministries in Govt. of India. He joined the Central Cabinet 
on the invitation of the Pandit Nehru. When Indian National 
Congress was split in 1969, he supported Indira Gandhi. 
He was elected to the Parliament in 1971. In the later 
political developments, Dr Ali was elected as the President 
of India in 1974. As the fifth President of India, he helped 
the development of Sports and Cultural activities, since he 
was personally interested in those fields. Though he was 
criticized for the declaration of Emergency in 1975, he was 
respected for his honesty, integrity and secular ideology. 
Dr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahamed took his last breath on 11 
February, 1977 at Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi.@ 
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MOULANA ABDUL HAMEED KHAN BHASHNI 
(1880-1976) 


Source : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSjA5nsSyoE 
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Mboulana Abdul Hameed Khan 
Bhashni, who strove hard in freedom 
movement and in the movement for a 
socialist society till his last stage in life, 
was born on 12 December, 1880 in Dhongra, a village in 
Sirajgunj district in Bangladesh. His father was Sharafath 
Ali Khan. He discontinued his education after completing 
primary education. In 1907, he restarted it and completed 
his religious education in 1909 in Darul Uloom in Deoband 
Uttara Pradesh. During that period, his association with 
famous freedom fighters like Moulana Mohammdul Hasan 
made him to understand the ills of British imperialism. Ever 
since he started working as teacher ina school at Kagmaari 
in 1909, he extended his cooperation to armed revolution- 
aries till 1913. In 1917, he moved closely with Desabandhu 
Chittaranjan Das and took a plunge into active politics by 
joining ‘National Party’’. Later, he was inspired by Moulana 
Mohammed Ali and took membership in Indian National 
Congress. He started participating in the anti British activi- 
ties. As a result, he was imprisoned in 1920. Soon after his 
release from the jail, he joined in Khilafath and Non coop- 
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MOULANA ABDUL HAMEED KHAN BHASHNI (1880-1976) 


eration movement and was jailed again. Moulana started 
working for Independence and Socialism since he was 
attracted towards Socialist ideology. He continued his ac- 
tivities condemning severely the British Imperialism. In 1930 
Moulana took membership in All India Muslim League and 
was elected for the first time to Assam Assembly from 
Dubri constituency. He used to explain socialism in the 
back drop of the basic tenets of Islam during his discourses. 
Thus his teachings gained the name of ‘Islamic Socialism’. 
He declared that all the natural resources are the common 
property of all the people. He always fought on behalf of 
toiling people with his thought and practice based on so- 
cialist ideology. People started calling him ‘Red Moulana’. 
He started two Bengali weeklies ‘/ttefaq’ and ‘Haq 
Katha’ to serve the interests of the people. He played 
pivotal role in founding political parties and organizing 
democratic movements which profoundly influenced the 
Political and Geographical history of Pakistan. Moulana 
Abdul Hameed Khan Bhashni was always averse to power 
and position and was on the side of the people till he 
breathed his last on 17 November, 1976 in Dhaka. 
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SHOUKATH USMANI 
(1901-1978) 


Source : India’s struggle for Freedom -An Album, Govt. of West Bengal, 1987. 
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Shoukath Usmani, who not only 
revolted against the British imperialist 
forces to drive them out of the country 
but also to establish a socialist state, 
was born on 21 December, 1901 in Bikaner, Rajasthan. 
His actual name was Maulla Bux Ustad. But, as a revolutio- 
nary, he was known to people by different names. Finally, 
he settled as Shoukath Usmani. He was the desciple of the 
nationalist leader Sampoornananda at a very young age 
and got attracted towards nationalist ideology. He entered 
into Nationalist Movement by giving entry into Khilafat 
Movement. Later, he left the country to declare war against 
the British from outside India in June, 1920, responding to 
the appeal by Moulvi Abdul Bari. He initiated the 
adventurous “Hijrath’ and reached Russia sailing on the 
troubled waters. He was attracted towards the ideology 
of Communism and became one of the founders of 
Communist Party in India. He returned to India without 
the knowledge of the British intelligence to fight against the 
British and to build Communist Movement in India. The 
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SHOUKATH USMANI (1901-1978) 


British Secret Police arrested him on 11 May, 1923 and 
implicated him in the Peshawar Conspiracy case. He was 
sentenced to 16 years rigorous imprisionment in this case. 
While participating in the Indian National Movement, he 
took active part in establishing Communist Party of India 
in 1925 to spread the socialist ideology in India. Though 
he distanced himself from the Indian National Congress 
he helped the Indian National Movement which was 
continuing against the imperialist rulers. He continued his 
revolt against the British rulers as a writer and as an activist 
in the National Movement as a Communist. He migrated 
to Karachi after Independence. Even in Karachi, he led 
the Communist Movement by supporting the cause of the 
toiling people. After spending some time in Karachi, he 
travelled extensively in several countries as a journalist and 
wrote articles on international affairs. He gained much 
popularity as a world class communist intellectual. 
Shoukath Usmani, who organized several movements 
supporting the labour cause and opposed the rule of the 
British imperialists till his end, breathed his last in 1978.@ 
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Allama Syed Abdul Karim Ghani, 
who was one of the members in the 
Advisory Council of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose, was born in 1907 in 
Sodugudi village of Siva Ganga district in Tamil Nadu, India. 
Since his father Mohammad Ibrahim migrated to Burma 
for livelihood, he had his primary education at Rangoon. 
As he had an independent thought process since his young 
age, he expressed his ideas as a poet and writer. He 
worked for various newspapers published from Rangoon 
and got recognition as a committed journalist. He met 
Moulana Mohammad Ali Jouhar, a leader of the Indian 
national movement in 1928. This led him to think about 
the national movement. He started his own newspaper 
‘Udaya Suryan’ in 1930 from Burma. He founded several 
voluntary organizations for the welfare of the people in 
general and for the development of the Muslim youth in 
particular. He got elected to the Burma Legislative 
Assembly. Meanwhile, he met Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. As Netaji came to know about the achievements 
and abilities of Syed abdul Karim Ghani as an editor anda 
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ALLAMA SYED ABDUL KARIM GHANI (1907-1978) 


legislator, he invited him to work with him. Netaji 
revamped the Indian National Army and established the 
Indian National Government in July, 1943. During that 
period, Netaji assigned publicity responsibilities to Karim 
Ghani in order to realize the ‘Chalo Delhi’ slogan. Ghani, 
then became one of the members in the Advisory Council 
of Netaji and a minister without portfolio in the Indian 
National Government. But, when Japan was defeated in 
World War-II in August, 1945, Karim Ghani also went 
into exile to Malaya along with Netaji. Later on he was 
arrested in Malaya by the British government. After his 
release from detention, he started working as a journalist 
once again. He worked with several newspapers published 
from Burma, India, Pakistan and Malaya. While guiding 
several other publications, he also wrote a number of books 
in several languages. Since he was actively participating in 
the people’s movements, he had to face the ire of the 
government. Lastly, he joined the ‘Dawn’ newspaper, 
published from Pakistan as amember of its editorial board. 
While working with the ‘Dawn’, Allama Syed Abdul 
Karim Ghani passed away in 1978. 
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Major Rajah Habib-ur-Rehman 
Khan, who conveyed the last message 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose to Indi- 
ans, was born in 1913 in Panjeri village 
of Bhimbar district in Kashmir, in a wealthy family. His 
father was Rajah Munzoor Ahmed Khan. He had his pri- 
mary education at his native place and secondary education 
in different high schools. Later, he joined the Prince of Wales 
Royal Indian Military College at Dehradun. After getting 
military training, he joined the British Indian Army in 1933 
as an officer. He went to Malaya in February, 1941. During 
his stay in Malaya, Japan bombarded the Pearl Harbor in 
December, 1941, as a result of which, America declared 
war against Japan. By that time, Japan could seize several 
British areas like Malaya etc. British Army, which was an 
ally of America, was defeated by Japan. Thus, the troops 
under the leadership of Habib Khan were detained by Ja- 
pan as war prisoners on 15 February, 1942. By that time, 
Captain Mohan Singh had formed the Indian National Army 
with Indian War Prisoners with the help of Japan. Habib 
joined Indian National Army on 17 February, 1942. But, the 
Indian National Army was disbanded because of the dis- 
putes between Captain Mohan Singh and Japan officials. 
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MAJOR RAJAH HABIB-UR-REHMAN KHAN (1913-1978) 


Habib had taken the leadership of the Indian National Army 
by that time as per the advice of Rash Bihari Bose, a senior 
revolutionary leader of India. Later, Subhash Chandra Bose 
reached Singapore from Germany in 1943 and re-organized 
the Indian National Army and declared war against the Brit- 
ish. He gave a slogan ‘Chalo Delhi’ which became a war 
cry. Habib met Bose on 15 October, 1944. Bose promoted 
him as the Commander of the ‘Nehru Brigade’ and gave 
him crucial responsibilities. Nehru Brigade was praised by 
Netaji for its victories. But, the Indian National Army which 
was supported by Japan had to retreat because of the de- 
feat of Germany and Japan during the Second World War. 
Habib was the only aide who accompained Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose during his final retreat on a flight, which is 
believed to have crashed killing Netaji. Habib, who survived, 
reached India and announced the last message of Netaji to 
people. The British Government conducted Court Marshal 
against the wariors of the Azad Hind Fouz after the war. 
But, it did not implement any sentence against them fearing 
public out cry. Habib reached his native place after the divi- 
sion of the country and served as a senior army officer in 
the Pakistan Government in diffrent postions. Major Habib- 
ur-Rehman Khan breathed his last on 26 December, 1978. 
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ABDUL LATHEEF FHAROOQI 
(1893-1982) 


Source : Ali Imran, Grand Son of Abdul Latheef Fharooqi, Chennai, Tamilanadu, 2009. 
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Abdul Latheef Farooqui, who 
marched ahead with the action plan 
aimed at intensifying people’s desire to 
become free, providing publicity to anti- 
British struggle and giving active support to activists of In- 
dian National Movement, was born in family of Nawaba's 
in Chennai of present Tamilanadu state in 1893. He stud- 
ied in Madras University and acquired proficiency in Ara- 
bic and Hindustani besides Udru, Tamil and English. Hav- 
ing been critical of the misrule of the British right from his 
student days, he took a plunge into National Movement by 
joining Khilafat and Non-cooperation movement which 
started in 1920. He actively but non violently took part in 
the movement as a true follower of Gandhiyji, much to the 
chagrin of British authorities in Chennai. As Farooqui did 
not care their anger, the British Government stopped the 
hereditary pension he was getting by virtue of his being a 
family member of Nawabs. Even while facing financial 
trouble, he started a Hindusthani Daily ‘Azad Hind’ to spread 
the news about the misdeeds of the British Government. 
Being intolerant of the anti-British stance of the daily, the 
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ABDUL LATHEEF FHAROOQI (1893-1982) 


government banned ‘Azad Hind’ and confiscated its of- 
fice. Later Abdul latheef was elected to Madras Assembly 
as Swaryjya Party candidate in 1926. He actively partici- 
pated in all the agitations organised by Indian National 
Congress. He opposed the Pakistan Resolution of Muslim 
League and warned that partition of India on the lines of 
religion would harm Hindu-Muslim unity. He rendered 
service as a member of Governing council of the presti- 
gious Madras University from 1942 to 1945. When he was 
elected to the Madras Legislative Council from Madras 
North constituency, he became the leader of opposition in 
the Upper House of Madras state. In the post Indepen- 
dence India, he worked for the welfare of the people and 
strove untiringly for the protection of Wakf properties as a 
member of the Wakf Board. Government of India 
recognised the great services he rendered as an activist of 
the Indian National Movement, as the owner of a news 
paper and as a peoples representative. And he was 
honoured in a grand felicitation programme in 1972. Abdul 
Latheef Farooqui, who was in direct contact with the people 
till his last breath, passed away in 1982. 
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SHABBIR HASSAN KHAN MALIHABADI 
(1894-1982) 


Source : Sardar Patel and Indian Muslim, Rafiq Zakaria, Bharathiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombai, 1996. 
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Shabbir Hassan Khan Malihabadi, 
who got fame as a revolutionary poet by 
attacking the British rulers with his literary 

skills, was born on 5 December, 1894 in 
Malihabad, Lucknow district in Uttar Pradesh. He got 
educated in Agra and Shanti Niketan. But he had to stop his 
studies because of the sudden demise of his father in 1914. 
He learned Arabic, Persian, Urdu and English by self study. 
He inherited the poetic talents of his grand father and father 
Bashir Ahmed Khan. He started writing poetry under the 
guidance of the famous poet Wahiduddin Saleem Panipati. 
Hassan’s poems were emotional and heart touching. Since 
his native village is Malihabad, as a poet he became famous 
as ‘Shabbir Hassan Khan Josh Malihabadi’. His first 
anthology of poems ‘Ruh-e-Adaab’ was released in 1920. 
He worked in the translation department of Nizam State 
from 1924-34. But he opposed the Nizam Nawab’s friendship 
with the British rulers and quit his job. He started an Urdu 
literary magazine ‘Kalim’ in 1935. He published number of 
articles and poems criticizing the atrocities of the British 
government and narrating the woes of the people under the 
misrule of the British. He openly supported the Indian 
freedom struggle and encouraged the people towards the 
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SHABBIR HASSAN KHAN MALIHABADI (1894-1982) 


movement. He wrote several poems like ‘In the name of 
the sons of the East India Company‘, ‘Revolt’ ,‘The Broken 
Walls of the Jail’, ‘Dreams of Defeated Prisoner’ to inspire 
the freedom fighters. British government was irked by his 
revolutionary writings. His writtings brought him fame as a 
‘Revolutionary Poet’ among the people. After the division 
of the country in 1947, he did not leave India despite 
pressures on him from his friends. He worked as the Editor 
for ‘Aajkal’ Urdu daily news paper published by the 
Government of India from 1948-55. He also wrote lyrics to 
several Hindi movies. As he felt that there will be no justice 
would be done to Urdu language in India, he migrated to 
Pakistan in 1956, defying the requests made by close friends 
like Jawaharlal Nehru and others. Hassan Khan Malihabadi 
actively led the Urdu Movement even from Karachi. His 
auto biography ‘Yaadon ki Baaraat’ was applauded by the 
readers. He got fame as the ‘King of Urdu’ for his excellent 
scholarly skills in that language and litaratuare. He released 
a total of 27 anthologies. He faced troubles in Pakistan 
because of the local politics. But, Shabbir Hassan Khan 
Malihabadi, who was committed to the people as a poet, 
breathed his last on 22 February, 1982 in Islamabad. 
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ANIS BEGUM KIDWAI 
(1906-1982) 


Source : From Pluralism to Seperatism, M. Hussain, OUP, 2004. 
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Anis Begum Kidwai, who par- 
ticipated in the Indian National 
Movement with commitment, was born 
in 1906 in Barabanki, Uttar Pradesh. 
Her father was Shaik Wilayat Ali. Anis Begum was married 
to Shafi Ahmed Kidwai. Her father Wilayat Ali and her 
husband both were freedom fighters. Her brother-in-law 
Rafi Ahamed Kidwai was also a leader of Indian National 
Movement. They were all very actively participating in 
the Khilafat Movement. Asa result, Anis Kidwai family 
had to face the ire of the British police. Since the earning 
members of the family quit their jobs to participate in the 
Indian National Movement, her family had to face financial 
woes also. But, neither police, nor financial troubles could 
do anything to diminish her commitment. Anis Begum 
Kidwai participated in the Indian National Movement till 
the end. Though India achieved independence in 1947, she 
was hurt by the partition of the country. By that time, her 
husband Shafi Ahmed Kidwai, who worked for harmony 
among the Hindus and Muslims and opposing the division 
of the nation, was killed by the communal forces. The loss 
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ANIS BEGUM KIDWAI (1906-1982) 


of her husband hurt her very badly. After this bad incident, 
she met Mahatma Gandhi in Delhi after the demise of her 
husband. She started working along with women leaders 
like Subhadra Joshi, Mridula Sarabhai and such others 
under the guidance of Mahatma Gandhi to support and 
help the women who were suffering like her due to division 
of the country. She started rescue camps for the victims 
and supported them in all respects. They affectionately 
called her ‘Anis Aapa’ (Sister Anis). After Independence, 
she became the Member of Rajyasabha in 1957 and 
continued till 1968. She penned her experiences during 
the division of the Nation in her book ‘Azadi Ki Chaon 
Mein’. Anis Begum Kidwai also wrote books ‘Zulum’ 
and ‘Ab Jinke Dekhne’, in which she described and 
decried the cruelty of the communal forces. She also 
published an anthology of essays ‘Nazre Khush Guzre’ 
in 1976. Her literary skills were recognized by the 
Government of India . She was honoured by Sahitya 
Kala Parishad. Anis Begum Kidwai, who was successful 
simultaneously in politics, literature and public service, 
passed away on 16 July, 1982. 
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MAJOR GENERAL SHAH NAWAZ KHAN 
(1914-1983) 


Source : My Adventures with The INA, K.R.Patla, Lahore, 1946. 
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Major General Shah Nawaz 
Khan, who was one of the Generals in 
the Indian National Army (Azad Hind 
Fouj), was born on 24 January, 1914 in 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan. His father Tikka Khan was a high 
rank official in the British Indian Army. After completing 
his initial education, Shah Nawaz got military training and 
joined the British Indian Army in 1935. At the time of 
Second World war, he joined the Indian National Army on 
the invitation of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, who 
appointed him as Major General. He led the troops of the 
Indian National Army, which defeated the British troops 
near the Indian Borders in 1944. The overwhelming joy of 
this victory could not last long because Japan left the Indian 
National Army to its own fate due to international situation 
prevailed upon. During that critical situation Major General 
Shah Nawaz led his troops against the British Forces in 
1945. Indian National Army suffered a huge loss in that 
battle. Most of its soldiers lost their lives and the remaining 
troops including Shah Nawaz were detained on 13 May, 
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MAJOR GENERAL SHAH NAWAZ KHAN (1914-1983) 


1945. The British government charged them with treason 
and conducted trial in the Red Fort in Delhi on 5 November, 
1945. During that trial, Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the leader 
of the Muslim League, offered to plead on behalf of Shah 
Nawaz only. But, Shah Nawaz rejected the offer by saying 
“We have stood shoulder to shoulder in the struggle for 
freedom. My comrades have died on the field of battle 
inspired by our leadership. We stand or fall together’. 
Finally, the British government sentenced him to life term 
in exile but released him due to the new political situation 
that arose in the country. During that trial he grew close to 
the Indian National Congress leaders including Jawaharlal 
Nehru. This led him to join in the Congress in the later 
stages. He worked for the harmony among different 
communities. After independence, he got elected to the 
Loksabha in 1951, 1957, 1962 and 1971. He lost in the 
1967 and 1977 in Lok Sabha election from Meerut. He 
served the country as a Union Minister. He penned his 
experiences in the Indian National army in his book ‘My 
memories of the INA and its Netaji’. Major General Shah 
Nawaz Khan died on 9 December, 1983 in Lucknow. 
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FAREEDUL ZAMA 
(1907-1983) 


Source : Photo supplied by Shehanaz Begum, grand daughter of Fareedul Zama, Vishakapatnam, 2004. 
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Fareedul Zama, who followed in 
the path of Mahatma Gandhi throughout 
his life and became familiar as “Vishakha 
Gandhi’, was born in 1907 in Vishakha- 
patnam in Andhra Pradesh. He lived in Khila bazaar in 
Vishakhapatnam during his childhood. He was attracted 
towards Indian freedom movement since his childhood and 
he started to participate in Indian National Congress 
programmes. After that, he began to follow Mahatma 
Gandhi’s path. He thought that the British could be defeated 
by using nonviolent methods and he participated actively in 
the freedom movement. Fareedul Zama participated in “Neil 
Satyagraha” in 1824 in Madras. To participate in this 
movement, he went to Madras from Vishakhapatnam. 
Because of his active participation in that movement, he 
was arrested by the British government. He very actively 
participated in almost all agitational programmes of Indian 
freedom movement like Non-Cooperation Movement, 
Individual Satyagraha, Salt Satyagraha, Quit India and 
similar other movement. Fareedul Zama also maintained 
good relations with revolutionaries who are fighting against 
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FAREEDUL ZAMA (1907-1983) 


British, though he was basically a staunch follower of 
Gandhian thought ofnon violence. He helped revolutionary 
fighters of his area. Due to this, he was arrested several 
times. On one occassion he was in a jail along with 
Mahatma Gandhi. From that time onwards, Fareedul Zama 
became very familiar as “Vishakah Gandhi”. He wore 
khaddar himself and gave importance to khaddar. Besides 
participating in the national movement, he showed interest 
in social reform activities. He gave more importance to 
the movements meant to remove untouchability, and to 
educate the people. To reach his goal, he started working 
in Library Movement. He himself established the first Urdu 
library in Vishakha-patnam which became familiar as 
“Babulal Grandhalayam’’. After independence, he worked 
for peace and harmony among the people. He was 
respected by the people irrespective of caste and religion. 
He worked continuously to protect religious harmony. In 
the recognition of his services as a freedom fighter and as 
social worker, he was identified as a Vishakha Gandhi. 
On 2 December, 1983 Babulal Fareedul Zama breathed 
his last in Vishakapatnam.@ 
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SYED ABID HASSAN 


Syed Abid Hassan Safrani, who 
fought against the British as a soldier of 
Indian National Army (Azad Hind Fou)), 
was born on 11 April, 1911 in Hydera- 
bad of Andhra Pradesh. His father was Amir Hassan and 
mother Fakrul Hajia Begum. His original name was Zainul- 
al-Abidin Hassan. His mother Farkrul Hajia was a free- 
dom fighter. Abid continued the spirit of his mother and 
entered into the Indian National Movement. He quit his 
college education to participate in the Civil Disobidence 
Movement and reached Sabarmati Ashram in 1931, where 
he spent a brief period. Later, he thought that only armed 
struggle could bring freedom to India. Thus, he worked 
with the revolutionaries. As a member of revolutionary as- 
sociation he took part in the attempt to destroy the refin- 
ery in the Nasik Jail. This act resulted in one year impris- 
onment for him. But, he was released prior to the comple- 
tion of the sentence because of the “Gandhi-Irwin Pact’. 
He participated in the activities of the Indian National Con- 
gress for about a decade. Later, he went to Germany to 
study Engineering, where he met Netaji Subhash Chandra 
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SAFRANI (1911-1984) 


Bose, the leader of the Indian National Army. He worked 
as the Secretary to Netaji for about two years from 1942 
and travelled extensively around the world. Abid accom- 
panied Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose during his adven- 
turous journey in a Sub-Marine on 8 February, 1943. Abid 
created and popularised the slogan ‘Jai Hind’, which in- 
spired the Nation and also initiated the title ‘Netaji’ to 
Subhash Chandra Bose when he was in Germany. Subhash 
Chandra Bose, there after, was popularised and remem- 
bered as ‘Netaji’ by the whole Nation. Abid was later 
appointed as the Commander of the Gandhi Brigade of 
Indian National Army by Netaji. Abid was also arrested 
by the British along with other commanders of the Indian 
National Army and he spent some time in prison. When 
India got Independence in 1947, Abid joined in the Min- 
istry for External A ffairs on the request of Jawaharlal Nehru. 
He worked as the first Secretary in Peking (Now Beijing) 
and in Cairo. He also worked as the Consul-General in 
Damascus, Bagdad and Denmark. Syed Abid Hassan 
Safrani, after retirement returned to his home city 
Hyderabad where he breathed his last in 1984. 
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; am 

) | Bibi Amatus Salam, who strongly 
Wegeeee! believed that freedom from the slavary 

of British could be achieved, through 
the Gandhian methods only, was born 
in 1907 in Patiala of Punjab in Rajputhana family. Her 
father was Colonel Abdul Hamid and her mother Amatur 
Rehaman. Amatus Salam was the younger sister of six elder 
brothers. Her health was very delicate since her childhood. 
She was inspired by her eldest brother, freedom fighter 
Mohammad Abdur Rashid Khan. Following the footsteps 
of her brother, she decided to serve the people of the 
country. Amatus Salam participated in the Khadi Movement 
and attended the meetings of the Indian National Movement 
along with her brother. She was attracted towards the Non- 
Violence theory of Mahathma Gandhi and Sevagram 
Ashram. She decided to join Sevagram Ashram, and went 
there in 1931. She joined Ashram and followed the strict 
principles of the Ashram. With her selfless service she 
became very close to Gandhi couple. They considered 
Amatus Salam as their beloved daughter. During the Indian 
National Movement, she went to jail along with other 
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BIBI AMATUS SALAM (1907-1985) 


women in 1932 despite her illness with the permission of 
Gandhi. After being released from Jail, she reached 
Sevagram and took over the respon-sibilities as Personal 
Assistant of Gandhi. She said that besides achieving 
independence, harmony between the Hindus and Muslims, 
Welfare of the Harijans and Women were her life ambitions. 
When communal riots erupted, she toured North-West 
Frontier, Sindh and Noukhali areas as an ambassador of 
Gandhi. She held Satyagraha for 20 days to normalize the 
situation in those areas. After Independence, she 
rededicated herself to the Public Service. She published 
an Urdu Magazine called ‘Hindustan’ to promote national 
integration and communal harmony. When Khan Abdul 
Gaffar Khan toured in India in 1961, she travelled with 
him as his personal assistant. When India was at war with 
China in 1962 and with Pakistan in 1965, she took all the 
pains in reaching the mountains or war area along with her 
adopted son Sunil Kumar to encourage our soldiers and 
to serve them. Bibi Amatus Salam, who spent all her life 
following the Gandhian ideology, breathed her last on 29 
October, 1985. 
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MUNSHI SYED MEHABOOB 
(-1985) 


Soruce : Booklet published as an Annual Report of First Guntur Dist Muslim League Conference, 1945-1946 (Telugu). 
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Munshi Syed Mehaboob, who 
brought the All India Muslim League to 
Andhra villages away from the 
domination of Madras City League 

: leaders, was born in Yedlapalli village, 
Tenali Taluk of Guntur district in Andhra Pradesh. Syed 
Mehaboob became Munshi Syed Mehaboob as he 
completed ‘Adeeb-e-Fazil’. Since he developed nationalist 
thoughts from his younger age, he actively participated in 
the National Movement. He took membership in the All India 
Muslim League and established the League in the State in 
1945 in Tenali. He fought against the hezemony of the leaders 
of the League in Madras on behalf of the common activists. 
He organised the first meeting of Muslim League’s, Guntur 
district branch first meeting at Tenali. It was attended by 
top leaders of the Muslim League including the nationalist 
leader and famous poet Dr. Umar Ali Shah and some others. 
He worked hard for the organization of the Muslim League 
in Andhra and developed the Muslim League by conducting 
cultural activities and study classes in and around Tenali. 
He opposed the separatist ideas which cropped up later in 
the League. He strongly opposed the two nation theory of 
the Muslim League and warned that the division of the 
country on the basis of religion would be dangerous for 
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MUNSHI SYED MEHABOOB (-1985) 


Indians. Despite the pressures from his party colleagues he 
never stopped expressing his views freely. Finally, he resigned 
from League and started participating in the Indian National 
Movement under the leadership of the Indian National 
Congress. Later, he got attracted towards the socialist 
ideology and took membership in the Communist Party of 
India. He started a service organization named ‘Anjuman- 
e-Watan’ and also started a library in the name of Abul 
Kalam Azad with his own expenditure. Syed Mehaboob was 
not only a famous and good artist, but also an an inspiring 
orator. He helped the candidates of the Communist Party 
of India who had contested from Andhra region in the 
undivided Madras province, in their victory in 1952 General 
Elections. In recognition of his service, he became a 
Member of the Legislative Council in the undivided Madras 
province. He established ‘Association for the Protection of 
Andhra Muslim Waqf Properties’ to protect the Waqf 
properties. As a President of this Association, he made 
several proposals to the Government. He authored a book 
on the Waqf Properties along with the freedom fighter 
Mohammad Adam, who belonged to Vijayawada City of 
Krishna District of AP. Munshi Syed Mehaboob, who 
dedicated his life for the welfare of the poor and dreamt of 
a socialist society, passed away in February, 1985. 
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MAJOR GENERAL MOHAMMAD ZAMAN KIANI 
(1910-1986) 


Source : My Adventures with The INA, K.R.Patla, Lions Press, Lahore, 1946. 
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DAD DSGSYSOODS NoStos* wads Nard HISS Nar. 


“If had got ten more warriors like 
Kiani with me, India would have been 
freed long ago’- this is the comment by 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose on the 
ability of Mohammad Zaman Kiani, who 
was born in 1910 in the Punjab province, which is now in 
Pakistan. He was an intelligent student from his childhood. 
He joined as a cadet in the first batch of the Indian Military 
Academy at Dehradun in 1931. He stood as the best cadet, 
and received Sword of Honour, a gold medal for his achieve- 
ments. He joined the British Indian Army, took responsibilities 
in the 14th Punjab regiment of the First Battalion. He 
travelled to Malaya in 1941 as a Staff Officer-in-Charge. 
When the British Army was defeated by Japan during the 
World War-II, he joined the Indian National Army under the 
leadership of Captain Mohan Singh in September, 1942. He 
took the reins as the Chief of General Staff and strengthened 
the Indian National Army. When Mohan Singh dissolved the 
Indian National Army in December, 1942, he continued his 
duties on the request of Rash Bihari Bose, president of the 
Indian Independence League, till the arrival of Subhash 
Chandra Bose to Singapore in July, 1943. He stood with him 
during the establishment of the Indian National Government 


omrtyeo 


THE IMMORTALS 


271 


ab2B anvitiel ances, acuen Sots (1910-1986) 


5S Bad VKoSA Har ONE, Poh ONE, wer OnEos* 
SPS (HAGM HAS So SxoroéEre atid Said Aciokeo 
wots. Sard “S5* BY’ Narara, sto Drow 19446° 
20%) ogg sos (63800 SO Dacdiven PHOS erss 
rdo Dxyo Ariho% Saird SMGSOSHS APGSGSEo 
S8r0erv. goGcoS wo@ooGoes OA wsEcSso5*a owed Los 
[Sars sPSpSyrwe wars OOSSOS SHO AMSo Sad Boe 
1944 DRoDbSs’ eSPs*s Ber. a Sodsorr etre Sct) 
wed adSodme SHX)8 Boards. QSSS ABco (Ssowd 
SoyPmos® warS LARMSCS® arSS rBa Vxso Srar 
BSH Sod. 1945 hyd Swd edo DiH dard 
PSos ds er&ad (Sebso STPOXo BHe~oo. DBA Hedess0 
AWSPSYH airs ScirA wSxy JH Dardea OWS DDS BHS 
NSjOHoHoH. 1945 Brdoonds.s® DA Seo dogs ot) BoA) 
BkrD erdS erdcv RNso Bree Sogs%o0 SSH (Savor. 
ess Deas SodGorr BoB Sospors aoryéno BD so8- 
PRDSSgo sparaotwse Sa Sery. 19796° ‘India's Freedom 
Struggle and The Great INA’ (No@Pay SrsPoBowt. arses 
abso DOS aPeigsox Vgrods wed esos BOSPAYS 
BSS Bird 19865° Sis) Dorr. 


MAJOR GENERAL MOHAMMAD ZAMAN KIANI (1910-1986) 


and the revamping of the Indian National Army. He was 
appointed as the Commander of the first division of the Indian 
National Army, which included Subhash Brigade, Gandhi 
Brigade and Azad Brigade. He entered into the battle field 
in Burma in 1944 to materialise ‘Chalo Delhi’ call of Netaji. 
He led the troops of the Indian National Army during the 
initial triumphs. He went to Tokyo as the General Secretary 
of War Council in September, 1944, along with Netaji to 
participate in the discussions with Japanese leaders. He got 
promoted as Major General during that time. Indian National 
Army had retreated because of the defeat of the Japan in 
the World War-II. He took the reins of the Indian National 
Government in August, 1945 under the directions of Netaji 
in Nataji’s place. British Government arrested and detained 
him in several Jails on the pretext of trial. In December, 
1945, after his release, Kiani reached Delhi and worked for 
the welfare of the soldiers of the Indian National Army and 
established Peace Committees during the division of the 
country in order to restore peace and harmony among the 
people. He penned a book titled ‘India’s Freedom Struggle 
and the Great INA’ in 1979. Major General Mohammad 
Zaman Kiani who held several posts in Pakistan after the 
division of the nation, breathed his last in 1986. 
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KULSUM SAYANI 


Source : The Hindu 
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Kulsum Sayani, who fought 
against social evils while partici- 
pating in the Indian National Move- 
ment,was born on 21 October, 1900 
in Gujarat. She met Mahatma Gandhi in 1917 along 
with her father. Since then she followed the path 
shown by Gandhi. She fought and for social reforms 
during the Indian National Movement. She married 
another famous freedom fighter Dr. Jaan Mohamad 
Sayani. As she got support from her husband, she 
took very active part in various activities of the 
Indian Freedom Struggle. She started teaching the 
illiterates and took membership in the Charkha 
Class. She also played a vital role in the ‘Jan Jagaran’ 
programmes of Indian National Congress to create 
awareness among the people on social evils. Sayani’s 
activities covered Mumbai city and its suburbs. The 
leaders of the Muslim League could not digest her 
activities. They thought that she was attracting the 
poor towards Indian National Congress and decided 
to conduct parallel programmes to counter her 
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KULSUM SAYANI (1900-1987) 


efforts. Despite in this kind of hostile environment, 
she did not step back, but further intensified her 
activities. She started an Urdu fortnightly by name 
‘Rehbur’ (Helper) for the use of adult education 
readers. She extensively travelled to various 
countries and took part in several International 
conferences the repre-sentative of India. She wrote 
a number of books touching upon the subjects like 
adult education progra-mmes, role of the women 
in the Indian freedom movement, social service, 
Indo-Pak friendship etc. She penned books in Hindi 
language like ‘Proudha Siksha mein Mere 
Anubhav’, ‘Bharat-Pak Maitri - Mere Prayatn’, 
‘Bharateeya Swatantra Sangram mein Mahilaon 
ki Bhumika’, ‘Bharat mein Proudh Siksha’ etc. The 
Government of India, recognizing the efforts of 
Sayani, honoured her with ‘Padmasrv’ in 1959. And 
in 1969 with the Nehru Literacy Award by the 
President of India. Kulsum Sayani, who worked for 
the overall development of the women and society, 
passed away on 27 May, 1987. 
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(1890-1988) 


Source : Badsha Khan, Eknath Easwaran, Penguin, 1999. 
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Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, who 
was famous as the ‘Frontier Gandhi’, was 
born in 1890 in Uttamanzai village of 
Charsaddah tehsil in Peshawar district of 
Pakistan. His father Khan Behram Khan was the Sardar of 
his village Uttamanzai. He joined in the British Indian Army 
after completing his studies. But, he quit the army because 
of the misbehaviour of a British Officers towards Indian 
colleagues, in 1906. Later, he went to Aligarh to pursue his 
higher education. He returned to his native village as de- 
sired by his mother with out completing his studies. He made 
several tours in his area and observed the woes of the people. 
He thought that education the was only way for the devel- 
opment of the people. Thus, he started ‘Azad National School’ 
with the help of his friend Abdul Aziz in 1910 in Uttamanzai. 
His efforts led to the qualitative change in the lives of the 
Pathans. He entered into the Indian National Movement by 
participating in the Anti-Rowlatt agitation in 1919. He met 
Mahatma Gandhi in 1928 at Calcutta. Since then he fol- 
lowed the Gandhian ideology. He started a society named 
‘Khuda-i-Khidmatgar ’(Servants of God) in 1929. His ser- 
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KHAN ABDUL GHAFFAR KHAN (1890-1988) 


vices changed the image of the Pathans. Prior to his inter- 
vention, they were cursed by the British as ‘uncivilized’, 
‘beast like’, ‘cruel tigers’, ‘murderers’ etc. Such a people 
became ‘the Servants of God’ with the efforts of Ghaffar 
Khan. When the British Police turned the Khissa Khani 
Bazar in Peshawar into a heap of corpses, ‘the Servants of 
God’ did not even pelt a single stone against police, but faced 
the bullets. Ghaffar Khan attended the All India Congress 
meeting at Karachi on 31 March, 1931 along with the vol- 
unteers of the ‘Khuda-i-Khidmatgars’. He spent 15 years 
in jail for participating in the Indian National Movement. 
He opposed the resolution passed by the Congress in May 
1947 for the division of the nation, for which he had to face 
the ire of the leaders of the Muslim League. He expressed 
his anguish to Gandhi and said ‘you left us to the wolves’. 
The Government of Pakistan was irked by his comments 
and declared him a covert and imprisoned him. As a result, 
Ghaffar Khan had to spend 15 more years in jail and 6 years 
in exile. The Government of India honoured him with the 
highest civilian award ‘Bharat Ratna’ in 1987. ‘Frontier 
Gandhi’ Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, who followed the path 
laid by Gandhiji till his end, passed on 20 January, 1988. 
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AMIR HYDER KHAN 
(1900-1989) 


Source : Swathantrsamaramlo Comunist Deshabhakthulu (Telugu), Parakala Pattabhiramarao, VPH, 2000. 
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Amir Hyder Khan, who fought not 
only against British Imperialism but also 
to establish socialist order of the society, 
and introduced the Communist movement 
to South India, was born in 1900 in a small peasant family at 
Kalian Sialian village in Gujjar Khan region of North Punjab 
Province, which is now in Pakistan. He left his house in 
search of his eldest brother, who went out of the house. He 
reached Bombay, where he worked in a London bound ship. 
He fought with the management for the injustice done to his 
co-workers and succeeded. Meanwhile, he reached New 
York in 1919. He got acquainted with the Gadar Party and 
joined the Indian Independence Friends’ Council. He met 
the revolutionary leader Ras Bihari Bose, who was in Japan. 
This led to his arrest by the British Police. But, he could 
escape with the help of the American Mariners and reached 
America. Later, he joined the American Workers’ Party, 
which was a pro-labour organization. Amir Khan went to 
Russia with the help of the Gadar party, where he studied 
Communism. He decided to join the freedom fighters in India 
to fight against the British. At that time, Salt Satyagraha 
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AMIR HYDER KHAN (1900-1989) 


was going on in India. To participate in that movement, he 
travelled to India from Moscow in disguise. He reached 
Bombay, from where he went to Madras. He took initiative 
to build Communist Movement in South India from Madras 
as his center. During that time, he met Kambhampati 
Satyanarayana and Puchchalapalli Sundariah, who became 
stalwarts of the communist party in later period. Since then 
he actively participated in the Indian National Movement as 
well as Communist movement. The British Government 
branded him as a ‘very dangerous person’ and imprisoned 
him several times. Once during his stay in the Jail, he met 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, who was also an inmate 
there. Soon they became friends. Amir Hyder Khan helped 
Nethajiin his journey to Berlin in disguise, which was 
termed as ‘Great Escape’. Later on, Amir Hyder Khan 
reached his native place in 1945 and took part in Anti- 
British agitations. He took very active part in the Pakistan 
Communist Party. In 1988 He visited India and met his 
Communist comrades. Amir Hyder Khan passed away on 
26 December, 1989 in Rawalpindi with great satisfaction 
over the spread of Communist Movement in South India. 
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Masuma Begum, who was the 
first women Minister in the Council of 
Ministers of Andhra Pradesh, and the 
first Muslim woman minister in the 
country, was born in 1902 in Hyderabad, the present 
capital of Andhra Pradesh. Her father Khadif Jung was a 
bureaucrat and her mother Tyaba Begum Bilgrami was a 
well educated lady. Masuma Begum had her education in 
the Mehabubia Girls’ High School in the city of Hyderabad. 
She married Hussain Ali Khan in 1922, who was a very 
close relative of her family. Masuma Begum’s husband 
was a well educated scholar with liberal ideas; As such, 
she could participate actively in social service programmes. 
Masuma got elected as the President of ‘Anjuman’, which 
was started with an ambition to spread education among 
the people in general and amoung the women in particular. 
She did not confine herself to the field of education alone, 
but also took part very actively in social reforms movements 
and social service programmes, influenced by the Indian 
National Movement. She worked for the establishment of 
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MASUMA BEGUM (1902-1990) 


several educational, social service and women’s welfare 
organisations. Masuma held several key posts in different 
national and international women’s and social organisations. 
Her social service activities brought her good reputation, 
which proved helpful in her political career. She got elected 
to the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly in 1952 and 
1957. Masuma became the Deputy Leader of the 
Congress Legislative Party in 1957 and was appointed as 
the Member-in-Charge for the International A ffairs. Later, 
she became the Minister for Social Welfare and Muslim 
Endowments in the Cabinet led by Damodaram 
Sanjeevaiah. She continued in that post from 1960 to 1962. 
She created history as the first Muslim woman in India to 
become a minister. But, she distanced herself from active 
politics after her defeat in elections held in 1962. Since 
then she, totally dedicated herself to the social welfare 
programmes. She was honoured by the Government of 
India with ‘Padmasree’ in 1974. Masuma Begum, who 
dedicated her life mainly for the welfare of women and 
people, breathed her last in 1990. 
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MIAN AKBAR SHAH 
(1889-1990) 


Source : The Great Escape, Sisir Kumar Bose, Nethaji Research Bureau, Calcutta, 2000. 
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Mian Akbar Shah, who extended 
| all his help to Subhash Chandra Bose 
during his adventurous journey from 
Calcutta to Berlin which is described as 
‘the great escape’ in the history of Independence Move- 
ment, was born in Badrashi, a village in Nowshera district 
in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan, on 18 Janu- 
ary, 1899. After completing higher education he became 
a close associate of Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan and took 
active part in organising ‘Khuda-e-Khidmathgar ’in North 
West Frontier Region. He went to Afghanistan along with 
a group of patriots in response to ‘Hijrath’ call given by 
Moulvi Abdul Bari Fhirangi Mahal in 1920. They are in- 
tended to wage war against the British from outside India. 
From there Akbar shah went to Russia, since they were 
not allowed into Afghanistan. He studied Communism in 
Russia and returned to India. Soon after coming to India, 
the British government arrested him in Peshawar conspiracy 
case and sentenced him to three years Imprisonment. Af- 
ter release he once again continued his studies and ob- 
tained law degree in 1930. He settled in Peshawar as an 
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MIAN AKBAR SHAH (1889-1990) 


advocate. Akbar restarted his activities for Independence 
and secularism. He was arrested and imprisoned several 
times as a result of his political activities. In 1939 he joined 
‘All India Forward Bloc’ and intensified his activities against 
the British in North West Frontiers Region. He played a 
major role from planning to execution of the ‘great es- 
cape’ of Subhash Chandra Bose from Calcutta to Berlin, 
in 1941. He helped Bose in crossing Afghanistan Border 
safely with the help of his comrades. Angered at this ad- 
venturous action, the British Government arrested Akbar 
Shah in April 1941. He was shifted to several jails, put to 
several hardships and was finally released in 1943. Sub- 
sequently Mian Akbar shah reached his native place and 
started working for Independence and for socialist soci- 
ety, as a prominent leader of All India Forward Bloc in 
NWEP. In 1951 he was elected as a Member of Assem- 
bly. Later, he concentrated on Local politics and recon- 
struction of villages in Nowshera district. He faced arrests 
and imprisonments during his struggles for the rights and 
welfare of people. Mian Akbar Shah breathed his last on 
18 April, 1990.¢ 
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MOHAMMAD GHOUSE KHATOON 
(-1990) 


Source : Andhra Prabha, Telugu Daily, Vijayawada. 
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Mohammad Ghouse Khatoon, 
who contributed indirectly to Indian 
national movement with her good 
qualities such as sacrifice, dedication, 
tolerance, endurance and courage, was the wife of the 
freedom fighter Mohammad Ghouse Baig. She belongs to 
Bapatla Town of Guntur dist, Andhra Pradesh. She 
supported her husband who took very active part in Chirala 
-Perala Agitation, Pedanandipadu Non payment of taxes 
and Salt Sathyagraha Movements, which had their own 
place in the history of the Indian Freedom Movement and 
which were also praised by Mahatma Gandhi. She played 
a supporting role in the National Movement, providing 
shelter to leaders of Indian National Congress like 
Bhogaraju Pattabhi Seetaramiah, Durga Bai Deshmukh, 
Tanguturi Prakasham Pantulu. She was very kind and 
affectionate towards the leaders and activists of the Indian 
National Congress. In those days, her home was the care 
of address and shelter home for many leaders and activists 
of Indian National Movement. Her husband Ghouse Baig 
was jailed for participating in the Khilafat and Non 
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MOHAMMAD GHOUSE KHATOON (-1990) 


Cooperation Movement in 1921. When the British 
Government also imposed heavy fine on him, Khatoon paid 
the fine by selling her own Jewellery. She also paid fine by 
selling her remaing jewellery when her husband was once 
again arrested for participating in the Pedanandipadu Non 
payment of Tax Movement. Ghouse Khatoon, though 
hailed from a wealthy family, lived a simple life. After 
selling her ornaments to pay the fine imposed on her 
husband, she never wore any jewellery again. When her 
husband Ghouse Baig took part in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement, the Government seized his properties. Though 
the financial conditions of her family deteriorated, Khatoon 
did not worry, rather felt happy that even in that way she 
was able to serve the nation. She cared little even when 
her family lost all its immovable properties. She felt very 
happy for the opportunity she got to sacrifice for the nation. 
She also felt proud of her husband for getting arrested 
again and again in the Indian National Movement. 
Mohammad Ghouse Khatoon, who was keen on the Khadi 
Movement and committed to wearing Khadi till her last 
breath, passed away on 20 November, 1990. 
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COLONEL MEHBOOB AHMAD 
(1920-1992) 


Source : Photo provided by Dr. Imran Vali Ahmad, son of Colonel Mehaboob Ahmad on 01.04.20 
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Colonel Mehaboob Ahamed, who 
declared ‘ Ihave only one birth. If had 
another thousand births, I would volun- 
tarily submit them all to Subhas Chandra 
Bose to achieve his aim’ played an important role in In- 
dian National Army for the emancipation of the mother- 
land India, was born on 19 March, 1920 in Chouhat in 
Patna of Bihar state. His mother was Begum Asmath 
Jahan and his father Khan Bahadur Doctor Vali Ahmad. 
Mehboob Ahmad completed his education at Indian Mili- 
tary Academy in Deharadun and joined Indian Army as a 
captain in 1939. He was sent to Malaya warfare as a Brit- 
ish Army officer during Second World War which started 
in 1939. He was taken as a prisoner of war along with 
other officers and soldiers when the British Indian Army 
faced defeat in the hands of Japan at Kota Bharu. Later in 
1941, he joined Indian National Army formed by Captain 
Mohan Singh. In 1943, when Subhas Chandra Bose came 
to Rangoon from Germany and took up the reins of Indian 
National Army, Mehboob was promoted as ‘Colonel’. 
Later he was appointed as ‘Army Secretary’ in INA. He 
played an important role as a coordinator between Indian 
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COLONEL MEHBOOB AHMAD (1920-1992) 


National Army, Azad Hind Government and its leader 
Subhas Chandra Bose. As the army secretary of INA, he 
was always very close to Nethaji and was privy to all the 
major decisions taken by Bose. When INA was facing 
untold sufferings in the adverse atmosphere of Burma war- 
fare due to the setback of Japan in the world War, he 
worked round the clock in providing the required food, 
uniforms, medicines and medical facilities and timely treat- 
ment to the injured and sick soldiers. Colonel Mehboob 
who won the admiration of Subhas and other superior of- 
ficers as a young and efficient army officer, was arrested 
along with other INA officers in 1945. Later he faced the 
trial in Red Fort. Post Independence, Government of In- 
dia appointed him as a diplomat to Iraq. As a diplomat, 
officer on special duty, director and High Commissioner 
he discharged his duties with the proven ability at home 
and abroad and won accolades from people as well as 
Heads of Governments. He left his powerful imprint on 
all the fields he touched. After retirement in 1980, he settled 
down in his native place Patna. Ever since he kept partici- 
pating actively in literary, social activities of Bihar. Colo- 
nel Mehboob Ahmad breathed his last on 9 June, 1992. 
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MOULANA MINNATHULLA RAHAMANI 
(1912-1991) 


Source : Photo provided by Imarat Shariah, Phulwari Sharif, Patna, Bihar, 2013. 
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Mooulana Minnathulla Rahamani, 
who provided shelter to freedom fight- 
ers and who made his house ‘Khankha 
Rehamani’ a secrete center for the ac- 
tivities of freedom struggle, was born in 1912 in Bihar 
state. He gave a call that it was the primary duty of every 
Muslim to take part in the National Movement and fight 
against the British rule. He participated in the movement 
with a systematic plan. He supported every one from Bihar 
who fought for total independence. He served two terms 
in prison as his activities angered the British government. 
All the publicity material meant for the independence move- 
ment that used to be designed and prepared at ‘Khanqah 
Rahmani’ was supplied secretly to all parts of Bihar. 
Khanqah Rahmani was visited by Gandhiji and several 
other top leaders of Indian National Movement. When he 
was released form jail, he started appealing directly to the 
people to take part in the freedom movement. Under the 
supervision of Minnathullah, Khangah Rahmani became 
a ‘refugee camp’ to all the activists of National Move- 
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MOULANA MINNATHULLA RAHAMANIT (1912-1991) 


ment during the oppression of British government. During 
the earth quake in Bihar in 1934, Khanqah Rahmani served 
as the head quarters for all the activity of help and rehabili- 
tation. National leaders of Indian freedom movement such 
as Mahathama, Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan, Jawaharlal 
Nehru organised several programmes from Khangah 
Rahmanias head quarters. He actively tookpart in the 
programmes of National Movement organised by Jamath- 
e-Ulma-e-Hind and won the elections of 1936 as a can- 
didate of Muslim Independent Party. He opposed the Pa- 
kistan resolution. He kept resenting the actions of British 
and continued supporting the activities of freedom move- 
ment. He politely refused the seat for Rajyasabha offered 
by Jawaharlal Nehru through then the Chief Minister of 
Bihar Krishna Singh in the post independence India. Later 
on he turned ‘Khangah Rahmani’ into a ‘Centre for Is- 
lamic Knowledge’. He participated in religious and so- 
cial reform activities and wrote several books, widely ac- 
claimed as ‘Amir-e-Shariat’ by people and scholars alike. 
Moulana Minnathulla Rehamani passed away in 1991. 
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VAIKKAM MOHAMMAD BASHEER 
(1908-1994) 


Source : oilpaintingsonline.com 
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Vaikkam Mohammad Basheer, 
who used his literary skills as weapons 
in the struggle for the emancipation of 


Traven-core district in Kerala on 1 January, 1908. After com- 
pleting his primary education in his native village, he joined 
an English Medium School at Vaikkam, where he saw Ma- 
hatma Gandhi for the first time in 1924. Since then, he got 
attracted towards the Swadesi Movement and started wear- 
ing Khadi. He quit his education to join the national move- 
ment and joined the Indian National Congress. He reached 
Kozhikode to participate in the Salt Satyagraha, for which 
he was imprisoned for nine months. Later, he was influ- 
enced by the armed struggle against the British. Asa result 
of his participation in the Anti British revolutionary activi- 
ties, he had to spend about seven and half years in several 
jails. He started a newspaper ‘Ujjeevanam’ to spread the 
revolutionary ideology among the people. The British Gov- 
ernment banned the news paper and issued an arrest war- 
rant against him in 1931. Then, Basheer went underground 
to avoid the arrest. He spent about seven years underground 
doing several works in different places for his survival. He 


oentyen 


THE IMMORTALS 


289 


ai5,0 alates) © 20,5 (1908-1994) 


(Sees 194168 NH HoDH. SMcos Dardea So 
DES Sort Ardren rsqd® KAS SnsrsyG oh5 DOxdoen 
“(Hao sgsstorox S@rodso BDH SO 65S Dorr. ayes 
Wok Adon, Shen, SHraSen JS HSosHdre ordive MoD [Har 
SSonsrp aS SrSHeo wises Sos Boars. 8 Dorp SH 
ohHyros> etowgos SD srHyHS aS SSa arPgaroro 
Sirdar Rev Ben HPIyXy Sxahos HHGHoYen BQ) 
DEBS SSoen, Shox oS Yonomrt. ects PEP HO aren 
S6% erdhov RODS ES SHEP wongoh. eS PSPS GD) 
(Gee Bos Doyoxy) oF soS* XSgcvborr Boswriyd aad 8 
PSPS SY, BSHO VPIrsyHy Sod DeyHD (SB aon BOA 
DSonxiwe Dora Gersod® KwrhS SOLAS Wd HOsrr. (Wades, 
-SdSo dSsoSo Sodogas B Qgom, (Seoso assess 
etisQooerQ)oOrr BO) ODa) aad derehpo Sevivty Vagrds 
MBonsoh. ard Déedxo seGrr SpBdSoOs 225 PeSolsso 
Now’ wraicirot Spore KrdH Hae SXorr Perss Aewse 
WOOSSSA IG. 19828 ads (Seoeso SYS’ QM SOS 
P6DoSP, Bao SSorp ‘Sonyp& Hers’ w2 OsirAsrmros® 
DOLoMWHA) S¥o AnsrayS o&5 SPonsp6 cwsos® 1994 
ars aths ShpwDowrd. @ 


VAIKKAM MOHAMMAD BASHEER (1908-1994) 


returned in 1937 and intensified his activities. The British 
Government declared him a ‘dangerous person’ and arrested 
him in 1941. He spent three months as an under trial pris- 
oner. During that period he penned his first book about the 
police and public affairs narrating his lock up experiences. 
Since then, he continued his writing activity and brought 
out several novels, short stories etc. He was able to win 
the hearts of the readers with his mesmerizing literary tal- 
ent of writing. He wrote most of his books during his im- 
prisonment only. His books were translated into several In- 
dian languages. He started a novel way of selling his litera- 
ture taking it personally from door to door in order to bring 
the literature close to the masses. Since he criticised the 
police atrocities and the misrule of the British, his books 
were banned several times. Basheer was strongly opposed 
to the idea of the division of the nation. He was totally 
dedicated to his litarary work after independence. The Gov- 
ernment of India honoured him with ‘Padamsri’ in 1982 rec- 
ognizing his literary efforts and his contribution towards the 
Indian freedom movement. He was adored by the people 
as “Boipur Sultan’. Vaikkam Mohammad Basheer, freedom 
fighter, man of letters and the man of the masses, passed 
away on 5 July, 1994 in Boipur.@ 
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Mir Akbar Ali Khan was one 
among the students of Aligarh who 
entered into the Indian National 
Movement by participating in the 
Khilafat and Non Cooperation Movement from Nizam 
State, was born on 20 November, 1899 in a wealthy family 
of Hyderabad, presently capital of Andhrapradesh. His 
father was Mir Mehaboob Ali Khan. Mir Akbar had his 
primary education at his native place. He boycotted the 
college when he was studying at Aligarh to participate in 
the Khilafat, Non Co-operation Movement. He rejected 
the request to oppose the boycott by the representatives 
of Nizam including Sir Akbar Hyderi, Sir Ross Masood, 
Latif Yaar Jung, Habib ur Rehaman Sherwani etc. He took 
an active role in the National Movement. Later, he joined 
the Jamia Milia Islamia, where he completed his higher 
education. He went to London and obtained a degree in 
Law. He returned to Hyderabad and started practice in 
1927. He never gave priority for income, but worked 
with a humanitarian approach. He started several voluntary 
organizations to improve the basic amenities to the people. 
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MIR AKBAR ALI KHAN (1899-1994) 


He wanted harmony among the Hindus and Muslims and 
worked for this through out his life. In 1929 he started 
‘Society of Union and Progress’ to work for the communal 
hormony, peace and progress of the people. He formulated 
a special programmme along with Srinivas Atyengar to 
address the disputes between the Hindus and Muslims and 
bring harmony among them. In 1940 he refused the advice 
of Mohammad Ali Zinna to join in Majlis-e-IItahadul 
Muslimeen. Later he even rejected the offer made by 
Khasim Rizwi in 1946, who wooed to make him the Prime 
Minister of Hyderabad. He joined the Indian National 
Congress in 1949. He got elected as a member of Rajya- 
sabha in April, 1956 and continued in that post for a period 
of 18 years. Later, he was appointed by Govt. of India as 
the Governor of Uttar Pradesh from 1972-74. Once again 
he was sent to Orissa as a Governor in 1974. He was in 
that post upto 1976. In 1965 he was was honoured with 
‘Padmabhushan’ by Government of India, recognizing his 
services during the pre and post Independent India. Mir 
Akbar Ali Khan, who dedicated himself to serve the people 
through out his life, died in 1994. 
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HAJARA BIBI ISMAIL 
(-1994) 


Source : Proto proived by Md. Nafeezuddin, Son of Hajara Bibi Ismail, Tenali, AP, 2002. 
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Hajara Beebi Ismail was the wife 
of Mohammed Ismail Saheb, who was 
a freedom fighter from Tenali of Guntur 
district in Andhra Pradesh. The couple 
were influenced by Mahatma Gandhi and dedicated 
themselves to the Khadi Campaign Movement. Hajara 
Beebi supported her husband who was busy with the 
activities of Khadi Movement. Her husband Mohammed 
Ismail started the first Khaddar Store in Guntur district for 
which he got fame as ‘Khaddar Ismail’. In those days, 
Tenali was the headquarters for the Muslim League in 
Andhra area where it was very active with its different 
programmes. Since Hajara and her husband were following 
the ideology of Mahatma Gandhi, the activists of the Muslim 
League caused them several troubles. She was very 
supportive to her husband even in such a situation, helped 
the activists of the Indian National Movement, who visited 
their home. Hajara Beebi never lost courage even though 
her husband was arrested several times for his role in the 
national movement. Ismail couple wanted their children to 
be educated where nationalism was taught. Thus, they sent 
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HAJARA BEEBI ISMAIL (-1994) 


their girl children to a Hindi School, which was having an 
educational system with Nationalist spirit. People of their 
own community did not take kindly to these acts of 
nationlism and declared social boycott. Hajira Beebi did 
not care that act and made it clear that her family was 
following the ideals of Gandhiji and won’t step back from 
the path they were following whatever be the consequences. 
She lost her husband Khaddar Ismail in 1948. He 
succumbed to the illhealth caused by repeated imprison- 
ments. The Government offered her land after the demise 
of her husband under freedom fighters category. But, she 
refused politely to take the land and said that she does not 
want to get her patriotism valued in the form of asset. More 
over, she donated her family’s own land to‘Kavuru 
Vinayashram’ to keep the promise made by her husband. 
Even after the demise of her husband, she followed his 
ideals. She got their Khadi Store run by her children after 
her husband and she wore Khadi till her last breath. Hajara 
Beebi Ismail, who was a dedicated Khadi activist like her 
husband, passed away on 16 June, 1994 in Tenali.@ 


HaiyS 5-65 omy 5 
Syed Naseer Abamed 


oD 


OOP 


YE) 


OKO On 


Sew 
? 
aor 
<> 
=~ 
—~ 
3 
~ 
<> 
= 
= 
~ 
‘= 
= 
> 
~ 
as 
xi 
54} 
a 
i~ 
> 
oy. 
— 
~~ 
= 
<< 
> 
=<] 
= 
> 
— 
aS 
oe 
~ 
~ 
4 
x 
> 
2 
= 
— 
7 
~ 
> 
> 
7 
x 
2 


DONS SENGNENE NE NENREENEENREE NTE NEE NNN 


SOEs 


SONS 


wy 


ED 


ey 


£ 


LMIDLMMEDEDIDIMDIAIDLDLDIOY: 


SEA A GTN NEN 


NS 


AE RAEN MEARNS 


N 
OC OCOSOCOSOSOLOS OSGOODE MEDS AL OI ASASASAIALALAIMIMLASMIAIMTAD 


MW DEDYOYO TOYO YOY EY OVEV EY DYES EVO Va TEESE OY OVE er ereTe ver eTvevevevererere: 


omntyeo 


THE IMMORTALS 


MOULVI ELAYADATHA MOIDU 
(1890-1995) 


Source : Mr.Sidheeq Kappan, Thejas Daily (Web Edition), Calicut, Kerala, 2010. 
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Moulvi Elayadatha Moidu, who 
fought against communal politics through 
out his life, was born in 1890 in Maran- 
chery village near Ponnani in Malabar 
district in Kerala. He had his primary education at Koden- 
chery and higher education in the Arabic College at 
Vazhakkad. He took membership in the Indian National 
Congress in 1919, when he participated in the Home Rule 
Movement. While leading the activities of the Indian National 
Movement, he became famous not only as an able organizer, 
but also as a good orator. Mohammad Abdul Rehaman, who 
became a famous freedom fighter of Kerala, was inspired 
by Moulvi to join the Indian national movement. Moulvi 
participated actively in the Khilafat Non Co-operation 
Movement in 1921 under the influence of Mahatma Gandhi 
and Ali brothers. He was imprisoned for two and a half 
years for his participation in the Non Co-operation Move- 
ment. He started ‘Majlisul Ulema’ to bring reforms in the 
Moplah society of Malabar area and he worked as its 
secretary. He held discussions with the Moplah leader, Moulvi 
Ali Mussaliar in order to involve Moplahs in the stream of 
National Movement. He started a newspaper ‘A4/-Ameen’ 
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MOULVI ELAYADATHA MOIDU (1890-1995) 


in 1929 from Calicut with the help of Abdul Rehaman to 
propagate Nationalist ideology among the people. But, it was 
banned by the British. He participated in Salt Satyagraha at 
Payyannur as a part of the Civil Disobedience Movement in 
1930, for which he had to face the cruelty of the British 
police and imprisonment for nine months. He served the 
people as a member of the District Board of Malabar in 
1938. He travelled extensively in Kerala in 1942 to strengthen 
the Quit India Movement, for which he was again imprisoned 
for three years. Moulvi strongly opposed the communal 
politics of the Muslim League from the very beginning. He 
said ‘'If the Muslim League is not a communal organisation, 
there will be no communal organisation in the world.’. His 
comment irked the leaders of the All India Muslim League. 
He resented the divisive politics of the Muslim League from 
the beginning with great courage. Moulvi was acquainted 
with different languages and wrote several books on different 
subjects. He got an opportunity to enter the Parliament after 
independence. But, he confined himself to social reforms 
and literary activities. Moulvi Elayadatha Moidu, who was 
a freedom fighter, committed social reformer and a writer, 
passed away in 1995. 
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MUHAMMAD HANEEF 
(1914-1995) 


Source : Photo provided by Shaik Gulzar Taibunnisa Begum daughter of Muhammad Haneef on 03-03-2013 at Bapatla. 
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Muhammad Haneef, who took part 
in the Indian freedom movement since his 
young age, was born on 15 March, 1914 
in Bapatla of Guntur district, Andhra 
: pradesh. His father Shaik Mira Saheb was 
a British Government employee.Though he was a British 
Government employee, he rendered his services to the Indian 
National Congress. Haneef reached Madras in 1922, consequent 
to the transfer of his father, where he got educated. Haneef 
met Shreepada Shankar, a freedom fighter in 1924 and started 
participating in the activities of the National Movement. Though 
he participated in satyagraha and picketing activities, he was 
able to escape arrests because of his young age. He supported 
the strike by the Railway Employees Union in 1927 under the 
leadership of V.V.Giri and campaigned infavour of the strike. 
He also took paart in the Anti-Simon Commission Agitation in 
1928 and Salt Satyagraha, for which he was detained for 15 
days and tortured by the police. He organised hartal and 
condolence meeting in Madras, when Motilal Nehru passed 
away in 1931. This act drew the attention of the Indian National 
Congress Leaders. He also participated in the agitation, which 
demanded the removal the statue of Munro, a British official, 
in Madras for which he faced the ire of the British rulers. He 
also participated in the Second Civil Disobedience Movement 
in 1932 and also helped in the winning of the candidates of 
the Indian National Congress during the elections held in 1936. 
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MUHAMMAD HANEEF (1914-1995) 


He argued with the local Congress Committee to provide equal 
opportunity to all the activists to participate in Individual 
Satyagraha. As a result, he lost the opportunity to participate 
in the Satyagraha. He returned to Narasayapalem from Madras 
in 1940, where he met communist leaders like Kolla Venkayya, 
Dunna Ashirwadam. This led to his joining Communist Party 
of India. Later, for the first time in the state, he started the 
Bapatla Municipal Workers’ Union to improve the working 
conditions of the Municipal Workers. He was detained in 
1939 for breaking the Bapatla Railway Gate during the Anti- 
War protests. Though he could not participate actively in the 
Quit India Movement in 1942, he helped the activists of the 
Movement. When the demand for ‘Pakistan’ gathered 
momentum in 1942 after the failure of discussions held 
between Jinnah and Gandhi, he opposed the divisive politics 
of the Muslim League. His marriage was a sensation in those 
days, as he married in 1946 ina simple way just by exchanging 
garlands under the leadership of the Communist leader 
Vemulapalli Srikrishna with out any traditional rituals. As an 
activist of Indian National Movement he had good relations 
with top level leaders like Rajagopalachari, Kamaraj Nadar and 
as a Communist activist Haneef had also maintained very close 
relationship with the Communist leaders like Puchchalapalli 
Sundariah, Makineni Basava Punniah. Muhammad Haneef who 
served the people of Bapatla as a councilor of Bapatla 
Municipality for some time, passed away in 1995. 
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MAJOR NAKKI AHMED CHOUDHRY 
(1914-1996) 


Source : Mr. F.Ahmed, Journalist, Jiriban, Manipur on 28-11-2004. 
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Nakki Ahmed Choudhry, a 
member of the Indian National Army led 
by Nethaji Subhash Chandra Bose, was 
born on 25 December, 1914 to Moulvi 
Amectullah and Bibi Khadija alias Hatom bibi in Keikhu 
village in East Imphal, Manipur state. He did his Matricu- 
lation from Calcutta University, but could not pursue higher 
education since there was no college in Manipur by that 
time. As he was fond of social service since his young age, 
he became a member in the ‘Nikhil Manipur Mahasabha’ 
and participated actively in its service activities. He also 
played an active role in the ‘Meitei Women’s Revolt’, when 
the women of Manipur revolted against the atrocities of 
the British rulers. He went to Jorhat inAssam state in search 
of livelihood in 1941, where he joined the British Indian 
Army. During Second world was he went to Malaya. When 
Japan defeated the British and captured its areas during 
the first half of the war, the British Indian troops were caught 
as war prisoners by Japan Nakki was also one of the 
prisoners. The war prisoners of the British Indian Army 
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MAJOR NAKKI AHMED CHOUDHRY (1914-1996) 


under leadership of Captain Mohan Singh later joined in 
Indian National Army led by Subhash Chandra Bose. 
Nakki Ahamed was entrusted with some special responsi- 
bilities by Subhash Chandra Bose personally. He used to 
reach the targeted areas prior to the troops and motivate 
the people towards the revolt against the British to create 
a positive environment for the Indian National Army. After 
the successful completion of this task, Nakki was promoted 
as Major. As the situation changed, he was caught by the 
British spies. He faced trial in the Military Court, where he 
was acquitted. A fter his acquittal, he returned to his native 
place in May 1946. When he reached his native place, he 
was welcomed by a local village leader, who rose from 
his seat and saluted him in the public progra-mme. He had 
to work in several odd jobs for his livelihood in his native 
place. He spent his later life narrating the sacrifices of the 
heroes of the Indian National Army to youth about their 
responsibility towards the protection of the Independence 
of the country. Major Nakki Ahmed Choudhry, who was 
a lifelong patriot, died on 6 December, 1996. 
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COLONEL BURHANUDDIN CHITRAL 
(1915-1996) 


Source : My Adventures with The INA, K.R.Patla, Lions Press, Lahore, 1946. 
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Colonel Burhanuddin Chitral, who 
played a vital role as a commander in 
the Indian National Army, was born in 
1915 in Chitral village of Khyber 
Pakhtun-khwa area in Pakistan. He is from famous Chitral 
Royal Family. His father Shuja-ul-Mulk was the ruler of 
Chitral. Burhanuddin joined the Indian Military Academy 
at Dehradun in 1932 after completing his studies at Islamia 
College in Peshawar. He took charge as the captain of the 
2/10 Baluch regiment in the British Indian Army. He went 
to the battle field in Malaya during World War-II as a British 
Army official. When the British allied forces in Burma and 
Malaya were defeated by the Japannese Army during the 
early days of the War, the soldiers and the officers of the 
British Indian Army were detained by Japan as war 
prisoners. Captain Burhanuddin Chitral was also one of 
the war prisoners. Later he joined the Indian National Army 
formed by Captain Mohan Singh and later reorganised 
and led by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. Captain 
Burhanuddin was appointed as the Commander of the 
Bahadur group in the special guerilla regiment. During that 
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COLONEL BURHANUDDIN CHITRAL (1915-1996) 


period, Muta-ul-Mulk, brother of Burhanuddin also joined 
in the Indian National Army and discharged his duties as 
an Officer. Both the brothers discharged their responsi- 
bilities efficiently. When Germany and Japan were defeated 
by the British allied forces in second world war, the Indian 
National Army which was fighting with the support of 
Japan, was forced to retreat. When Rangoon was captured 
on 3 May, 1945, the British forces detained the officers 
and the soldiers of the Indian National Army. Colonel 
Burhanuddin was also one among them. He faced trial in 
the Military Court on several allegations. The All India 
Muslim League fought the legal battle on behalf of the 
Burhanuddin who was one among the six commanders 
arrested by the British. He was sentenced to seven years 
imprisionment. But, the sentence on him was cancelled as 
aresult of the massive movement by the Indian National 
Congress and the All India Muslim League. After the divison 
of the country Burhanuddin settled in his native place 
Chitral and served the Pakistan Government as an army 
officer. Colonel Burhanuddin Chitral, who was a committed 
officer of Indian National Army, passed away in 1996.@ 
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MOHAMMAD RAJAB ALI 
(1920-1996) 


Source : Swathantrsamaramlo Communist Deshabhakthulu (Telugu), Parakala Pattabhi Ramarao, VPH, 2000. 
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Mohammad Rajab Ali, who took 
part in the Indian National Movement 
and led the movement for the merger of 
the Nizam State with the Indian Union, 
was born on Ist January, 1920 in Papatapalli village of 
Khammam district, Andhra Pradesh. His parents were 
Aminabi and Mahaboob Ali. He studied upto 9th class in his 
native village. After that he worked as a teacher in the 
Government School at Utkur. Later, he worked as a Telugu- 
Urdu translator in the Government Press of Hyderabad 
State. After some time, he came back to his native village 
and took up charge as Village Karanam. Since, Rajab Ali 
had independent ideas from his young age, he got attracted 
towards the programmes of the Andhra Mahasabha. At the 
age of 24, he took ful fledged membership in the Andhra 
Mahasabha in 1944. He started participating in the activities 
of the National Movement in response to the call given by 
the Indian National Congress. The British Government 
detained him for three and a half years for his participation 
in the movement for ‘Land and Food’ (Bhoomi-Bhukti). As 
he was continuing his activities in the movement even after 
his release, the Government forces again detained him in 


orton 


THE IMMORTALS 


303 


alnaan, 6 i222) esd (1920-1996) 


Sero DOSo Bordo (Sa&sSorv arEant. 9 StarB Smo 
SMV QOS® DES PAPO, Pagar erase He SOAS 
ev8 SOsorr 19475* SLaregDxp arg Sagesgo PSSoarc. re 
Sdeom 36 S00 arto BnosASo HBA. © SHars 
edsosgos Boorrer Archos Ssror Bordo Edirdos ds 
EBPs scdodx HrNaos Pxso ©Bxy Dod. wabss aren 
SSRaws sPSS0S6N sr) SohS Peso Sad wHA Aviwo 
Bend Sornsos® sas (088 ecSotowesPOd. BProSaSOE* Broo 
Sees, BeHo Sees VOONS Bossy Sad wH SoS os 
[PRY PGS Sho VOAS Hrs sePayw. 19646° Bor 
Ba¢Zo SoSsyorr 18 Araxro sren MGoGras Mddirgd. 
eroxsarBre Dt Noasrhow<Wox wads 19676 %ddo arg 
833629 26 a snjo onoa e%sorr BOSSE SOD 
DQ torgts.. 197 16% WO SAE ‘SOS’ Sad wd) Sgavoorr 
@pxino Bers® MsSromrd.. @ SKard TSS Sere wd) 
1978 WB ANSE Soracho arodimt. ew Sars 1983, 
1985, 1989, 199406* eOAS ADSOS® “ewrSNKS oR) 
VRPBSHGO Hod HS Dado HHod SHS Rome. Geo 
SBAr PAvxySeo oH whswrard) SS oso Brox 
AnasrainG Sad v8 1996 Ard) 2885 Sdpnsrart. 


MOHAMMAD RAJAB ALI (1920-1996) 


Warangal jail for three months. He actively led the movement 
for the merger of the Nizam state with the Indian Union in 
1947. He later took membership in the Communist Party 
India, as a result of which he was again detained for about 
three years and three months in several Jails. Later, he was 
again arrested by the Army of the Indian Union, for his 
participation in the Armed Struggle of Telangana farmers. 
The Army shot dead the colleagues of Mohammad Rajab 
Aliand sent him to Jail. Rajab Ali fought for the rights of 
the farmers and labour class in independent India. He also 
faced detention again in 1964 during the war with China for 
18 months. He was elected to the Assembly from Khammam 
constituency in 1967 as a Communist Party of India (M) 
candidate. He led the historic ‘Hunger March’ in 1971 in 
Khammam district. He won in the general elections to 
Andhrapradesh legislative Assembly in 1972 and became 
the Member of Legilative Assembly, but was defeated in 
1978. Later on once again he won in the elections in 1983, 
1985, 1989 and 1994 from Sujatanagar constituency of 
Khammam district. Mohammad Rajab Ali, who was the 
man of masses and stood as a role model to the legislators, 
breathed his last on 1 March, 1996. 


SaiyS 5-65 omy 5 
Sued Naseer Abamed 


ref) 


\! 


SENG 
fy 


DENEVE 
LMM DIDIMIDLDY 


NY ote 


“ 


ety 


2 
fi 


AENEAN 


abn eves, 
oN 


- 


AC AG RAEN EARN 


~ 


or 
Se 
‘Goa 
4 
> 
MA 
> 
4 
> 
oe 
>? 
— 
> 
kK 
> 
= 
> 
2 
?> 
~ 
2 
74 
> 
~ 
2 
~ 
> 
~ 
— 
bo] 
> 
~ 
~~ 
a. 
— 
po) 
= 
pu 
~ 
~ 
> 
~ 
=> 
~ 
-~ 
ae) 
= 
= 
= 
> 
+ 
= 
- 
> 
~~ 
i 
7 
7” 


™~ 
OSL OSOSOE OS GSOLAE MEAS AS OLAS ASAS AS ASA ALAS AIA ASA aT aS 


~ 
Cm°O EN EUNESNESENA SEEN ENE Ne a Wa 
TOV OVOVOTOTOTO TOTO TOvOY OY er ererererererorererereveveverereverevererere rc 


9 v 


MUKHIUDDIN FAROOQI 
(1920-1997) 


Source : Photo taken on 29 Sept 1996, at CPM Office New Delhi by The Times Of India Group. 
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Mukhiuddin Farooqi, who was 
adored by the people and his colleagues 
as the ‘Gandhian Marxist’, was born in 
1920 in Ambehata, Saharanpur district in 
Uttar Pradesh. His ancestors were sent to the gallows for 
their revolt against the British in 1857. Later, his father and 
brothers also particpated in the Indian Freedom Movement. 
Since his father Moulana Moinuddin had passed away in 
1923, he went to Delhi in 1927 to stay with his brother. 
Mukhiuddin who joined St.Stephen College in 1934, was 
specially recognized for his Khadi dress. He organised the 
All India Students’ Conference in July, 1936, which was 
attended by Jawaharlal Nehru and Mohammad Ali Jinnah. 
Since he hailed from a family of revolutionaries, he started 
participating in the National Movement from 1936, when he 
was a student. He announced a strike in Delhi University 
and organised a demonstration with students in 1940, 
protesting against the arrest of Jawaharlal Nehru. So he 
was debarred from the University and his M.A.degree was 
also cancelled. He became the General Secretary of the All 
India Students’ Federation in 1940. He worked for the 
expansion of the Federation and took membership in the 
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MUKHIUDDIN FAROOQI (1920-1997) 


Communist Party of India. Though he was a member of the 
Communist Party, he actively participated in the Quit India 
Movement as a member of the Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee, for which he was imprisoned for 14 months. 
Since he was against the communalisation of politics, he 
strongly opposed the movement of the Muslim League fora 
separate nation. He was detained by the British police for 
appealing to the people to boycott the celebrations of the 
British Government for its victory in World War-II. He also 
worked hard to maintain harmony and peace under the 
guidance of Mahatma Gandhi and Moulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, when communal riots erupted after the division of the 
country in 1947. Later on, he became a whole timer of 
Communist Party of India. Though he refused to join, he 
was offered several honorary and constitutional posts in 
Government of India. He even refused the offer of Governor 
post by the then Prime Minister H.D.Deve Gowda. He was 
honoured in 1989 with his M.A. degree from Delhi University 
by the then President of India Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma. 
Mukhiuddin Farooqi, who led a very simple life breathed his 
last on 3 September, 1997, while speaking at a meeting in 
Delhi.@ 
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DR. ZAINUL ABEDEEN AHMED 
(1909-1999) 


Source : Mera jeevan ki kuch yaden (Hindi), Dr. Z.A Ahamed, Lucknow, 1997. 
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Dr. Zainul Abedeen Ahmed was 
born in an educated family on 29 Sep- 
tember 1907 at Umarkote of Sind 
Provice in Pakistan. He was a dedicated 
leader who wanted to liberate not only the Nation from the 
yoke of foreign rulers but also to free the people from 
exploitation. His father Ziavuddin Ahamed is higher official 
in British Government. His mother's Name is Iqbal Begum. 
He lost his mother in his younge age. He went to Aligarh 
Muslim University in 1923 for his college education. He 
did B.A (Honors) in Alighar. In 1928 he went to England, 
where he obtained his doctorate from the London School 
of Economics in 1935. He returned to India in 1936. He 
got attracted towards the Indian National Movement and 
Communist Movement. Though the British Government 
offered him the post of the Principal of a Government 
College, he refused the offer as he was influenced by the 
nationalist spirit. He decided to take part in the National 
Movement against the imperialist rulers and to work for 
the building of an independent nation. He got married to 
Hajara Begum in 1936, who met him in England. He was 
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DR. ZAINUL ABEDEEN AHMED (1907-1999) 


appointed as the secretary of Uttar Pradesh Congress 
committee and Advisor of its economic affairs. But, he 
was opposed by some of the Congress leaders for his 
open statements supporting Communist ideology. They 
suggested sacking him even from the party. But, Jawaharlal 
Nehru refused to do so. When the National Movement 
was in its full swing, Dr Ahmed and his wife Hajara Begum 
actively led the Movement. As a result, he was imprisoned 
by the British Government and it also imposed several 
sanctions against him. Later, he distanced himself from the 
Indian National Congress along with his wife, because of 
his pro-communist stand. Though the Communist Party 
was facing severe repression in those days, Dr. Ahmed 
copule chose to face the critical situation. He got elected 
to the Rajyasabha in 1958 and in 1996. Since he had a 
good knowledge of the problems of the people, particularly 
the problems of the farmers, he actively took part in the 
Peasant Movement. In the process, he was made the 
President of the All India Kisan Maha Sabha. Dr. Zainul 
Abedeen Ahmed, who wanted a society without 
inequalities, passed away on 17 January, 1999. 
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MUNSHI SYED MOHAMMED MASTAN BAIG 
(1913-1999) 


Source : Photo supplied by Freedom Fighter Syed Abdul Azeem, Tenali, AP, 2000. 
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Munshi Syed Mohammed Mastan 
Baig, who publicly declared that “The 
word of Gandhi is a golden word to 
me’’, and followed Mahatma Gandhi’s 
path throughout his life,was born on | July, 1913, in 
Sangadigunta in Guntur city of Andhrapradesh. His parents 
were Meera Saheb and Hussain Bi. He was attracted 
towards national movement as a student and took 
membership in Indian National Congress. He participated 
actively in civil dis-obedience movement. In the begining, 
he was much attracted towards the revolutionary way that 
was adopted by many around him. He did not like strikes 
and picketings organised by Indian National Congress. 
He participated in many programmes secretly with 
revolutionary members of INC. He took part in secret 
political training camps conducted by famous revolutionary 
Annapragada Kameshwara Rao. As a result of that he was 
taken into police custody for 21 days. He suffered physical 
and mental tortures in police custody. He did his graduation 
in Urdu from Madras University. Later on, he was 
appointed as an Urdu teacher in ‘Tenali Taluka High School’ 
in 1942. He very actively participated along with his 
profession in Indian National Movement. He was in 
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MUNSHI SYED MOHAMMED MASTAN BAIG (1913-1999) 


forefront in Quit India Movement. He was within hair’s 
breath of being killed in police firing on 12 August, 1942 
in Tenali Town. He participated in the prospective 
independence celebrations organised in 1943 under the 
leadership of Annapragada Kameswara Rao. For that he 
was arrested and jailed. After that he was arrested because 
he gave a strong push to many national activities. He went 
underground and the police could not catch him from June 
1942 to December 1943. He continued his under-ground 
activities .Some people who were influenced by Muslim 
League in Tenali area did not like his attitude threatened 
him. Even then, he announced that he would continue in 
Indian National Congress upto the end of his life. As the 
day of Indian independence was coming close, division of 
India into two countries became a tough problem. He 
opposed India’s division into two countries. He announced 
that Urdu language is the common symbol of Indian culture. 
Due to financial problems in his final days of his life, he 
applied for pension under the pressure brought upon him 
by his friends. In 1998 he got 21,000 rupees as pension 
arrears. He donated that amount for the development of 
Urdu language. Munshi Syed Mohammed Mastan Baig 
died on 29 September, 1999 in Tenali. 
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ABDUL MAJEED S. 
(1909-2000) 


Source : http://indianmuslimlegends.blogspot.in/2011/12/288-vakkom-majeed.html 
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S. Abdul Majeed, who showed 
high degree of commitment towards 
politics with democratic values, was 
born on 20 December, 1909 at a vil- 
lage called Vakkom in Thiruvanthpuram district of Kerala 
state, from which several prominent leaders hailed. Right 
from his childhood, he came under the enlightening influ- 
ence of the liberal ideas of his maternal uncle Moulvi 
Vakkon Abdul Khader who was a multifaceted personal- 
ity, renowned social reformer and visionary. In his school 
days, Abudl Majeed was attracted towards the anti Brit- 
ish policies and social reforms and particularly towards 
the philosophical path shown by Narayana Guru, who 
denounced Caste System. He married Suleha Bibi, daugh- 
ter of Moulvi Khader. At a time when National Move- 
ment was gaining momentum, he participated actively in it 
in Kearala. He was among the top leadership of the move- 
ment and exerted great efforts in expanding and consoli- 
dating Indian National Congress in Travencore. He strongly 
felt that liberation form social maladies was as important 
as emancipation form foreign rule and as such worked on 
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ABDUL MAJEED S. (1909-2000) 


both the fronts. Abdul opposed the Pakistan resolution of 
Muslim League in 1940. He advocated for a secular and 
Nationalist India which alone could keep people of all 
regions and religions united. The British Government 
records reckon him as the first among the few activists of 
National Movement in Travancore area who had exhib- 
ited high degree of courage during the Quit India Move- 
ment in 1942. On account of that, he was in jail for several 
months. He opposed the Independent Travancore Move- 
ment which demanded secession of Travancore form In- 
dia, as a result of which he had to be in jail again and 
again. In 1948, he was unanimously elected to Travancore- 
Cochin state assembly. He retired from politics after com- 
pleting his tenure as the people’s representative in 1952. 
In 1972 the Government of India honoured him as a free- 
dom fighter with a grand felicitation. He wrote several 
books propagating social reform and seeking the creation 
of a society imbibed with human values and an of moder- 
nity and freedom. He involved himself in reading, writing 
and guiding people towards reforms till the end of life. 
S.Abdul Majeed breathed his last on 10 July, 2000.¢ 
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DR. SADIQ ALI 
(1910-2001) 


Source : http://www.indianautographs.com/productdetail-118680.html 
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Ds. Sadiq Ali, who joined Indian Na- 
tional Movement as a student, was born 
in Udaipur in Rajasthan State in 1910. He 
took part in Khilafath and Non-coopera- 
tion movement as student of Allahabad University. He par- 
ticipated in the activities of Indian National Congress in the 
Gandhian way moving closely with Pandit Jawahar Lal 
Nehru. He organised picketing in Allahabad University as 
part of the boycotting foreign goods and alcoholism. The 
British Government arrested and sent him to jail. In 1930, he 
along with Jawahar Lal Nehru prepared salt and auctioned 
it in the presence of Mothi Lal Nehru, defying the sanctions 
imposed by the British Government. Angered by this act of 
violation, the British Government sent Dr . Sadiq Ali to jail. 
When released from the jail, he focused on rural develop- 
ment programmes in tune with the way shown by Mahathma 
Gandhi. Dr . Sadiq Ali was on the work of rural develop- 
ment programmes in Uttar Pradesh till 1937. He served as 
the permanent secretary of the office of Indian National 
Congress from 1938 to 1948. In 1942 he lived in Sevagram 
with Mahatham Gandhi. Dr . Sadiq Ali was in jail for two 
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DR. SADIQ ALI (1910-2001) 


years for undertaking Individual Sathyagraha in January 
1943. He vehemently opposed the ‘Pakistan’ resolution of 
All India Muslim League. After independence and partition, 
he once again under took constructive programmes con- 
centrating on rural development from 1948 to 1950. He 
used to spin cotton thread in his leisure time and led his life 
as true Gandhian. Later on, Doctor Sadiq Ali entered into 
active politics in 1950 and as a provisional parliamentary 
member from Uttar Pradesh from 1950 to 1952. When 
Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party was formed by Acharya 
Kripalani in 1951, he took its membership and worked as its 
general secretary. He contested in Lok Sabha elections as 
a KMPP party candidate in 1952 and suffered defeat. He 
could not win in 1957 elections even though he contested as 
Congress party candidate. At last Dr . Sadiq Ali was elected 
to Rajyasabha form Rajasthan. Dr . Sadiq Ali was in 
Rajyasabha from 1958 to 1970. He served as Governor of 
Maharashtra from 1977 to 1980 and as Governor of 
Tamilanadu from 1980 to 1982. Doctor Sadiq Ali, who led 
his life till the end as a true Gandhian with socialist ideology, 
breathed his last on 17 April 2001. 
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Haj ara Begum, who fought 
against the British to liberate the Nation 
and worked for the welfare of the toiling 
masses of the country, was born on 22 
December, 1910 at Saharanpur in Uttar Pradesh. She came 
to know about the sacrifices of the freedom fighters who 
were fighting against the British from her father, who was a 
police officer. After the failure of her marriage, she went to 
London to pursue her higher education, where she got 
acquainted with the anti-British forces. This led her to decide 
to fight against the British Imperialist forces to liberate the 
nation. She had to face the anger of the British Government 
as she was criticizing their acts in several International fora. 
She returned to India and joined as a lecturer in the Karamat 
Hussain women’s College at Lucknow in 1935. She also 
worked along with famous poet Sajjad Zahir in the 
formation of All India Progressive Writers’ Association. She 
got married to a nationalist leader Dr. Zainul Abedeen 
Ahmed in 1935 and in the same year both of them took 
membership in the Indian National Congress. Since the 
police were after them for their anti-British activities, they 
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HAJARA BEGUM (1910-2003) 


resigned their jobs and dedicated themselves totally to 
the Indian National Movement. While participating in the 
activities of the Indian National Congress, Hajara Begum 
also campaigned for the Communist Party without the 
knowledge of the Police. She actively took part in the 
election campaign in those days, and as a result of this a 
number of Congress leaders could get elected. She atten- 
ded a secret political workshop at Kotthapatnam in Andhra 
Pradesh in 1937. She spoke on diffrent subjects in the 
workshop as a lecturer. Hajara Begum was against the 
gender bias since her younger age. She fought against all 
types of inequalities successfully. She left the Indian National 
Congress in 1940 along with her husband. Since then, she 
played a vital role in organizing the unorganized labour 
sector. She become very popular as ‘Hajara Aapa’ in the 
circles of toiling people and women. The Soviet Union 
honoured her with ‘Supreme Soviet Jubilee Award’ in 1960 
in recognition of her work for the downtrodden people 
on the eve of the birth centenary of Lenin. Hajara Begum, 
who spent her entire life in the service of the country, 
breathed her last on 20 January, 2003. 
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MAJOR GENERAL AZIZ AHMED KHAN 
(1906-) 


Source : http://www.indianetzone.com/2/images/azad-hind-fauz1_805.jpg 
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Maj or General Aziz Ahmed Khan, 
who played a vital role in the Indian 
National Army, was born in 1906 at 
Begowal town in Kapurtala district in 
Punjab state of India. He worked as a 
Major in Kapurtala Infantry of the British Indian Army. When 
the British Army was defeated by Japan in the World War- 
II, his troops also surrendered themselves to Japanese Army 
in Singapore. Since, he was not confident about the honesty 
of Japanese rulers, he opposed the idea of the formation of 
the Indian National Army with the help of Japan. But, he 
supported the Indian Independence League in May, 1942 
for the welfare of the Indian war prisoners. Aziz Ahmed 
Khan took part in the conference of Indian Indendence 
League held at Bangkok in June, 1942. He led the Nehru 
Brigade of the Indian National Army, which was formed 
under the leadership of Captain Mohan Singh. He supported 
Mohan Singh in dissolving the Indian National Army. He 
refused to take up the responsibilities as the Commander of 
the Indian National Army, when he was requested by the 
revolutionary leader Rash Bihari Bose and the Japanese 
Commanders after its dissolution. Later, Aziz Ahmed Khan 
was convinced to rejoin the Indian National Army, after being 
told that it would be led by Subhash Chandra Bose. Since 
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Aziz had great respect towards Chandra Bose, he again 
took up the charge of the Nehru Brigade after the revival of 
INA. He was also appointed as the Minister in the Azad 
Hind Government, which was formed under the leadership 
of Subhash Chandra Bose. When Aziz Ahmed Khan 
reached Burma from Malaya in May, 1944, he was assigned 
the responsibility of strengthening the newly formed second 
division of the INA. Later, he was appointed as the member 
of the War Council, when he reached Rangoon with his 
second division of the INA in October, 1944. When Subhash 
Chandra Bose went to Tokyo to attend a conference, he 
appointed Aziz as the Supreme Commander in his place. 
But, Aziz was severely injured in bombing while moving 
towards the battle field in Burma with his troops in 1945. 
During that time, Major General Shah Nawaz took up his 
charge. Later, Aziz was assigned charge of the first division 
of the INA in April, 1945 by Bose. But, it surrendered to 
the British Army under the compelling situation that arose 
because of the shortage of ammunitions, food an bad 
weather. When Japan was totally defeated in the World 
War-II, the Indian National Army retreated in May, 1945. 
Major General Aziz Ahmed Khan was famous for his warrior 
spirit,and impressive oratory skills. # 
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ABDUL GAFOOR 
(1918-2004) 


Source : http://www.brandbihar.com/english/abdul_gafoor.html 
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Abdul Gafoor, who worked for the 
harmony between Hindus and Muslims, 
which he believed was essential for the 
liberty of the motherland, was born on 
18 March 1918 in Sareya Akhteryar, Gopalguny district in 
Bihar in a peasants’ family. He joined the Aligarh Muslim 
University in 1935 to pursue higher education. He got attracted 
towards the Indian National Movement, when he was a 
student at Aligarh. Though he adored Gandhi, he followed 
the path of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose for liberating the 
mother land. He created sensation at the All India Students’ 
meeting, which was held in 1937 by forwarding a proposal 
to remove the words of “Hindw’ and ‘Muslim’ in the names 
of Universities to strengthen secularism. When Subhash 
Chandra Bose quit as the President of the Indian National 
Congress under compelling situation and started the Forward 
Bloc, he was with Bose and organised several programmes 
as a State representative of the Forward Bloc in Bihar. He 
believed that the ideas of Netaji for the liberation of the 
nation were practical. when Subhash Chandra Bose went 
to Germany in 1941, he dedicated himself totally to the Indian 
National Movement. He played an active role in the Quit 
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ABDUL GAFOOR (1918-2004) 


India Movement in 1942. delivered inspiring lectures defying 
the prohibitory orders by the British Government and 
appealed to the people to revolt against the British rule. The 
British Government, which was irked by his activities, 
imprisoned him for two and a half years. He became close 
to the leaders like Abdul Kalam Azad and Rafi Ahmed 
Kidwai during his stay in the Jail. Even later, Abdul Gaffoor 
was imprisoned several times. But, he carried on his activities 
by actively participating in the Indian National Movement in 
Bihar. He also campaigned against the divisive politics of 
the Muslim League. He got elected to the Assembly several 
times after independence. He held several Ministerial posts 
and also worked as the Chief Minister of Bihar from July, 
1973 to April, 1975. During his tenure as Chief Minister, he 
took several effective steps to eradicate corruption. But, he 
faced criticism during the complex political situation arising 
out of the declaration of ‘Emergency’ by Indira Gandhi, 
consequent upon the movement started under the leadership 
of Lokanayak Jayaprakash Narayan. Later, he got elected 
to the parliament in 1984 and served as a minister in the 
union cabinet for some time. Abdul Gafoor, who led a simple 
life, breathed his last on 10 July, 2004. 
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SHAIK MOULA SAHEB 
(1922-) 


Source : Photo Taken by Author of this Album on 21-04-2002 at Paritala village of Krishna Dist. AP. 
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Shaik Moula Saheb, who hoisted 
the flag of ‘Paritala Republic’ for the first 
time during the historic announcement of 

)| ‘Paritala Republic’, was born in 1922 in 
Paritala vilaee of Kanchikacharla Mandal of Krishna district, 
in Andhra Pradesh. After that incident, he got into fame as 
the ‘Flag Bearer of the Paritala Republic’. His parents were 
Mohammad Bi, Shaik Mira Saheb. He discontinued his studies 
in the fourth form to support his family by cutting firewood. 
He was well acquainted with Telugu and Urdu languages. 
He developed keen interest in the National Movement in 
the friendship of like minded people and friends. Though 
India got independence in 1947, Paritala Khanat Taluk was 
not liberated, as it was then under the Nizam rule. Then, 
people of Paritala started a revolt against the Nizam Lordship. 
The people of seven villages under Paritala Khanat Taluk 
had declared freedom by themselves under the leadership 
of Madiraju Devaraju, a friend of Moula Saheb. The people 
of Paritala, then decided to hoist the National Flag as a 
symbol of independence. But, as per the Nizam law, hoisting 
any flag other than Nizam’s amounted to treason, and it was 
a punishable offence, which attracts three years of 
imprisonment. Paritala freedom fighters, who were aware 
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SHAIK MOULA SAHEB (1922-2013) 


of this law, were undecided over hoisting the flag. In sucha 
situation, Shaik Moula Saheb came forward to hoist the 
National Flag at the village office of Paritala and sang ‘Door 
hato Duniya waalo..’ song. Paritala, then became a republic 
after the flag hoisting by Shaik Moula and the rule of the 
Republic started and continued for 18 months. The Jagirdar, 
who came to know about the flag hoisting incident, attacked 
the village. He conducted Communal Panchayat and forced 
social boycott on Shaik Moula’s family. And the Jagirdar 
paraded Moula in the village streets carrying shoes on his 
head. But, Moula saheb did not bother for such incidents. 
Later, he went underground for some time. Finally this 
incident came to the notice of Mahatma Gandhi. Meanwhile, 
Nizam state was merged with in the Indian Union in 
September, 1948, and Paritala too became a part of the 
Indian Union, and Shaik Moula’s adventure came to a positive 
conclusion. Though several colleagues of Shaik Moula got 
recognition as freedom fighters, he could not get it till 2010. 
He used to spread his spirit of those days to the present 
youth. Whenever he is requested, Moula Saheb is use to 
sing the song ‘Door hato...Duniya waalo..Hindustan 
Hamaraa Hay.’emotionally. At the ripe age of ninty one 
Shaik Moula saheb breathed his last in 2013.@ 
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Mulla Abdul Basith, who hailed from 
a family which could not accept the 
hegemony of the foreign rulers over the 
native rulers committedly strove for a 
decade for the ideal of driving away the 
imperial rulers. He was born in 1889 in Gulbarga, which is 
presently in Karnataka state. Mulla Abdul Khayyum, the 
renowned renaissance leader of Hyderabad of Deccan, was 
his father. His brother Abdul Muneem was a great writer with 
nationalist ideas.Abdul Basith completed Fazil course from 
Punjab University. The inspiration for his nationalist ideas came 
from his father, who was a district judge in Nizam Government. 
Stepping in to his father’s shoes he established an organization 
called ‘The Red Crescent Society’ to which he donated three 
lakh rupees to be used for the wounded soldiers in the Balkan 
war in 1912. He played a major role in ‘Anjuman-e-Mariff , 
an organisation established by his father in 1905.Through this 
organisation, he worked for socio-economic and intellectual 
development of the people of Hyderabad. He started a magazine 
in 1905 titled ‘Sahifa’ edited by Akbar Ali, to spread nationalistic 
ideas in the people. He tranformed it into a daily later on. He 
wrote regularly for this daily in support of Indian national 
movement. He countered the criticism against his father and 
silenced the ill-intentioned critics with his apt replies.He 
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MULLA ABDUL BASITH (1889- ) 


organised Hyderabad educational conference in 1915 for the 
development of education and gave scholarships for the poor 
students. He played an active role in public life and started 
another Urdu paper called ‘Khadim’. This paper opposed 
Imperial powers and stood in support of Indian National leaders 
and played a major role in the movement to merge Nizam 
state into Indian Union. He supported the demand of Fareed 
Mirza, to abolish Razakars system and to merge Nizam state 
in Indian Union. The letter addressed to Nizam, prepared on 
Fareed Mirza’s ideas, was first published in ‘Khadim. Nizam 
Government passed an order to withdraw that letter and issued 
summons for his appearance before Nizam. But Basith did 
not obey. Due to this disobidence ‘Khadim’ was banned by 
Nizam Government. Through his paper, Basith condemned 
the statements publihed in pro Ithehadul Muslimeen news 
papers describing the Nationalists as ‘traitors’ and ‘agents of 
Indian Union’. The Nizam Government stopped his pension 
since his writings and actions were supporting the Indian 
National Movement. He also rendered his services as the 
member of Rehabilitation Committee formed by the Indian 
Government as a consequence of brutal acts by the police at 
time of so called ‘Police Action’. Subsequently he led a 
peaceful life publishing Urdu papers, creating litarature and 
serving the people through several service organisations. @ 
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Colonel Eshaan Qadri, who was 
famous for his warrior skills exhibited 
in the Indian National Army, was born 

3] in 1916 at Lahore in the Punjab 
Province, which is now in Pakistan. His father was Sir Abdul 
Qadri. Eshaan Qadri was trained in the Indian Military 
Academy of Deharadun in 1935. He worked as the 
Captain in the Punjab regiment of the British Indian Army. 
During second world war he was sent to Singapore in 
1939. When the British troops surrendered to the Japanese 
Army during the first phase of the World War-II, troops 
led by Qadri were detained by Japan forces at Kaulalampur 
in January, 1942. Later, Qadri met Captain Mohan Singh, 
the leader of the Indian National Army, which was formed 
on 1 September, 1942. Eshaan was assigned 
responsibilities to organize radio propaganda to garner 
public support for the war prisoners of British Indian Army 
held by Japan in the world war. He supervised the radio 
programmes broadcast from Saigan. But, he returned from 
Saigan to prevent Captain Mohan Singh from his plans to 
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COLONEL ESHAAN QADRI(1916-) 


dissolve the Indian National Army. When the Indian 
National Army was revived and taken over by Subhash 
Chandra Bose, Qadri was given the charge of recruitment 
for the INA. He was appointed as the Minister for the 
Human Resources Development and member of the “War 
Council’ in the Azad Hind Government which was formed 
under the leadership of Nethaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
Qadri went to Rangoon from Singapore along with 
Subhash Chandra Bose. He was a good strategist and 
also an appealing orator. He toiled hard to recruit civilians 
and the war prisoners for Indian National Army and to 
train them as wariors. He also led the activities of the ‘Azad 
Hind Dal’, which was formed to admister the areas 
captured and occupied by the Indian National Army. Qadri 
went to the battle field in April, 1944 and reached back to 
Rangoon in December, 1944. When Japan was defeated 
in the World War-II, Qadri along with his troops of Indian 
National Army was caught by British Indian Army. Along 
with other Azad Hind Fouz officers, Colonel Eshaan Qadri 
too had undergone militarty trial at Delhi Red fort. 
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COLONEL SHOUKAT ALI MALIK 
(-) 


Source : My Adventures with The INA, K.R.Patla, Lion Press, Lahore, 1946. 
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Colonel Shoukat Ali Malik, who 
was honoured by Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose with ‘Sardar-e-Jung’ for 

———_ his gallantry shown in the war waged by 
the Azad Hind Fouj against the British to liberate the Nation, 
was born in Multan, now in the Punjab Province of Paki- 
stan. He was sent to Singapore while he was working as 
the Naik Subedar in the British Indian Army of Bhawalpur 
Infantry. He was leading the troops, when British Army 
surrendered to the Japan during the World War-II. He was 
a great supporter of the Indian National Movement. He held 
responsibilities in the Indian National Army from the very 
beginning. He attended the International Conference of the 
leaders of the Indian Independence League, which was held 
in Bangkok in June, 1942. He joined in Indian National 
Army formed on | September, 1942 by Captain Mohan 
Singh. He supported him when it was dissolved by Captain 
Mohan Singh. Later, he was appointed as the Commander 
of the Intelligence group after the reorganisation of the In- 
dian National Army on 15 February, 1943. He became fa- 
mous as the ‘Master Mind of the Intelligence Service’ be- 
cause of his able leadership. When Subhash Chandra Bose 
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COLONEL SHOUKAT ALI MALIK 


gave a call for ‘Chalo Delhi’ and declared war against the 
British, Malik directly reached the battle field in Burma from 
Singapor. Malik’s troops won the first victory over the Brit- 
ish forces with the help of Japanese Army. Malik, who led 
his troops successfully to make entry into the enemy forces, 
hoisted the National Flag in Moirang of Manipur on 18 April, 
1944. Thus Malik created history as the first Indian officer 
to hoist the National Flag on the native land. He also looked 
after the administrative affairs successfully in the liber- 
ated areas. He went to Rangoon in 1944 because of his 
illness. Later on he reached the battle field at Mandale 
again in February, 1945 to lead his troops against the British 
Army. He escaped narrowly from the British forces which 
had encircled him and his force. He went along with Subhash 
Chandra Bose to lead the female troops of the Jhansi regi- 
ment of Indian National Army to a safer location after the 
defeat of Japan in the world war. Colonel Malik hada 
strong desire for freedom and a special affection towards 
Netaji. He faced the trial by the British Government in the 
Red Fort. Later, Colonel Shoukat Ali Malik served as a 
special invitee in the Advisory Committee, formed for the 
welfare of the members of the Azad Hind Fouj.@ 
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CAPTAIN ABBAS ALI 
(1920-2014) 


Source :https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3WJBkhAW-A 
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Captain Abbas Ali, born on 3 
January, 1920 in a Zamindar family in 
Khurja village in Buland Shahar district 
lh ta of Uttar Pradesh. He is from a Muslim 
Rajpal family which never accepted the supremacy of the 
British. Abbas fought for the liberation of his mother land 
as a captain in the Indian National Army and was active in 
political activities for his object of socialistic pattern of so- 
ciety. While he was a high school student, Abbas became 
a member of ‘Nowjawan Bharath Samithi’ founded by 
Sardar Bhagat Singh and others. He went to Aligarh Uni- 
versity for further studies, where he came under the influ- 
ence of another freedom fighter and a communist Dr. 
Kunwar Ahamed Ashraaf. Abbas took membership in 
All India Student Federation. Later he joined British In- 
dian Army on the advice of Dr. Ashraaf to bring about a 
rebellion in the British Indian Army. During the second world 
war he was sent to Singapore in 1941. When the British 
forces surrendered themselves to the Japanese Army, 
Abbas Ali was taken as a prisoner of war. He was later 
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CAPTAIN ABBAS ALI (1920-2014) 


inspired by the speech made by Subhash Chandra Bose 
in 1943, near the grave of Bahadur Shah Zafar, the last 
Mogul Emperor. He deiced to dedicate his life for the 
emancipation of his motherland. Abbas joined Indian Na- 
tional Army wherein he was promoted as a captain. He 
was sent to Arkan war field in pursuance of the “Chalo 
Delhi’ call given by Subhash Chandra Bose. The Indian 
National Army was forced to retreat with the defeat of 
Japan in the Second World War. The British Army ar- 
rested Abbas and sentenced him to death after conducting 
so called court martial. But the death sentence was re- 
voked when India became independent. Abbas played an 
active role in Uttar Pradesh politics in Independent India. 
He worked with stalwarts like Achaya Narendra Dev, 
Jayaprakash Narayan and Ram Manohar Lohia. Abbas 
was arrested more than 50 times during his political career 
from 1948 to 1974. He spent 19 months in Jail during 
emergency. He was elected to Uttar Pradesh legislative 
Council in 1978. Captain Abbas Ali breathed his last on 
11 October 2014 at Alighar.@ 
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Colonel Inayat Khan Kiani, who 
played a vital role in the Azad Hind Fouj, 
under the leadership of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, was born in Rawalpindi 
in Pakistan. His father was Raja Gulab Khan. Inayat hailed 
from the ‘Gakhars’ dynasty, which ruled the Potor area in 
Pakistan for about seven hundred years. He was an officer 
inthe British Indian Army. The British forces were defeated 
by the Japan-Germany troops while he was rendering his 
duties as an official of the British Army. Kiani was caught 
along with the other Indian officials of the British Army as a 
war prisoner. During his detention, he joined the Indian 
National Army led by Captain Mohan Singh under the 
guidance of the revolutionary leader Ras Bihari Bose. When 
Captain Mohan Singh dissolved the Indian National Army, 
because of the differences that cropped up with Japan, 
he worked as a member of the Advisory Council of the 
Indian National Army on the advice of Ras Bihari Bose. 
Later, he was appointed as the Commander of the Gandhi 
regiment in the Indian National Army, when INA leadership 
was taken over by Subhash Chandra Bose. Responding 
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COLONEL INAYAT KHAN KIANI 


to the call of Subhash Chandra Bose “Chalo Delhi’, Inayat 
Khan reached Burma battle field from Malaya, where he 
led his troops towards victory. Gandhi regiment, under the 
leadership of Inayat, was able to capture the Palell Airport 
on 2 May, 1944. It also had its share in three other victories. 
The Indian National Army could capture an area of 200 
Sq. Miles of Indian territory during that war. Inayat was 
appreciated by Subhash Chandra Bose for his abilities in 
formulating the strategies and conducting ambushes and 
thus, he was given a place in the ‘War Council’ of the 
Indian National Army. But, the troops led by Inayat were 
detained by the British Indian Army, when the Japan Army 
surrendered in the world war-II. Later, he was presented 
at Delhi as the witness of the respondents for the trial held 
in the Red Fort. Later, Inayat worked as the member of 
the Rehabilitation and Renovation Committee for the 
welfare of his colleagues of the Indian National Army and 
of their family members. When India got independence, 
Colonel Inayat Khan Kiani, reached his native village in 
Pakistan, where he held different high profile posts in the 
newly formed Government of Pakistan. 
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ABUDL HABEEB YUSUF MARFHANI 
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Source : The Times of India, Anamedabad Edition Dated July 14, 2012. 
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Abdul Habeeb Yusuf Marfani, who 
gave away everything of his to Indian 
National Army, hailed from Dhorji of 
Sourashtra region in Gujarat state. He 
migrated to Rangoon the capital of Burma and became one 
of the rich business magnates of Rangoon. In 1943 Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose reached Rangoon from Germany and 
took over the reins of Indian National Army. Then he formed 
Azad Hind Government and Azad Hind Bank. Later on ina 
huge meeting Nataji made an appeal to the public for ‘total 
scrifice’. Abdul Habeeb responded to the call of Netaji in 
full measure by sacrificing all that he had and secured for 
himself'a prominent place in the chapter of ‘total scrifice ’ 
in the history of Indian National Army. In one programme 
organised by Bose in Rangoon on 9 July, 1944, Abdul Habeeb 
magnonimoulsly handed over a plateful of gold jewelry and 
cash along with a bundle of title deeds of his total property, 
all about worth one crore and 3 lakh rupees to Nethaji. Then 
Habeeb Marfani requested Nethaji to provide him with 
two pairs of Indian National Army uniform and allow him 
to serve as full-time volunteer in INA. Thus Habeeb cre- 
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ABDUL HABEEB YUSUF MARFHANI 


ated new history as the first person to provide financial 
support to Azad Hind Government, INA and Azad Hind 
Bank which had started its banking activities. Delighted 
and moulded with the ‘total sacrifice’ of Abdul Habeeb, 
Netaji said, ‘Brother, I am very happy today that people 
have started realising their duties, ...people are ready to 
sacrifice every thing. What Habeeb seth has done is com- 
mendable, and those emulate him to serve the motherland 
are praise worthy’. And even Netaji asked every one to 
take the ‘Drink of Habeeb’, so that every one come to 
sacrifice one’s might for the sake of Mother land. So say- 
ing he exhorted the countrymen to follow the example of 
Habeeb in serving the motherland. Shubas Chandra Bose 
announced ‘Sevak-e-Hind’ award for his ‘total scrifice’ to 
Abdul Habeeb Yusuf Marfani. He became the first person 
to receive such a award from Subhas Chandra Bose. Ina 
function organised on the occasion of centenary celebra- 
tions of Netaji’ s birth in New Delhi in 2013, Abdul 
Habeeb’s grandson Abdul Habeeb Yakoob was felicitated 
in recognition of the unparallelled sacrifice of Abdul Habeeb 
Yusuf Marfani.@ 
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JAMALUNNISA BAJI 
(1915-) 


Source : Manaku Teliyani Mana Charitra, Sthree Sakthi Sanghatana, Hyderabad, 1986. 
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Jamalunnisa Baji, who not only 
fought for independence from the 
shackles of the British rule but also 
Y worked passionately for creating 
harmony among the people, was born in 1915 in 
Hyderabad. She was brought up to mould herself into a 
girl of independent ideas as her liberal parents had given 
her complete freedom. She started reading the banned 
newspaper, ‘Nigaar’ at the age of 13. She resented the 
British Government, the conservative religious traditions 
and the Nizam establishment which had turned into an 
affiliate of the British. She did not give up her independent 
ideas and practices inspite of the parochial thinking of her 
in-laws. She came under the influence of Moulana Hasrath 
Mohani who was familiar as “Thunder bolt” in the Indian 
freedom movement. Inspired by Hasrath Mohani she 
participated actively in the national and anti-imperialist 
movements. As a communist, Baji obeyed the decision of 
the Communist party not to participate in the Quit India 
Movement. But she gave shelter to freedom fighters during 
the movement. Though she had no primary education, she 
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JAMALUNNISA BAJI (1915-) 


learnt Urdu and English languages with hard work. She 
started a progressive literary organisation called “ Bazme 
Ehabab”’. Besides discussions on literary topics she also 
conducted discussions extensively on national movement, 
Socialism, Communism and on irrational traditions. Her 
sister Razia and her brothers also used to participate in 
those discussions. She used to design programmes in 
accordance with the discussions and conduct them 
fearlessly. Razia Begum and her brothers Anwar and Jafar 
lend active support to Jamalunnisa Baji in this regard. Baji 
took membership of the Communist Party of India in 1946. 
Due to the restrictions imosed on the Communist Party of 
India and repression by Nizam government on communists, 
she organised her activities very secretly. During this period, 
Jamlunnisa gave shelter to many of the national leaders 
who are fighting for the freedom of India and leaders of 
Communist party of India in Hyderabd. Jamalunnisa acted 
as a guiding light to several national and international 
women’s organisations. Jamalunnisa Baji spent the later 
part of her life working indefatigably for the welfare of 
women and for the establishment of socialist society. 
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FAREED MIRZA 
(1918-) 


Source : Hyderabad Swathntrodyama Charitra (Telugu), V.M.Rao, Hyderabad, 1992. 
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Fareed Mirza, who gave much 
importance to the concept of freedom 
and independence, was born on 7 July, 
1918 in Hyderabad. He joined as an 
Officer in the Nizam State after his graduation from 
Osmania University. Fareed Mirza was interested in the 
Indian National Movement from the beginning and he 
supported the demand for the merger of Nizam State into 
Indian Union in 1947, when India attained Independence. 
He resigned from his job on 15 July, 1948 to participate in 
the movement for the merger of Hyderabad state into Indian 
Union. He appealed to Muslims of Nizam State to speak 
out against the repression of those supporting the merger 
with nationalist out look. Fareed Mirza had a draft statement 
prepared with the help of his friend Baqar Ali Mirza and 
garnered support for it from prominent Muslims of the 
Hyderabad city. This historical statement advised the 
Nawab of Nizam to merge his Hyderbad State into Indian 
Union as per opinion expressed by the Public. Fareed 
Mirza got this statement published in local Urdu news 
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FAREED MIRZA (1918-) 


papers on 13 August, 1948 with the title ‘An Open Letter 
to the Seventh Nizam from Seven Prominent Muslims’. 
This statement stirred a sensation in the Nizam state and 
also irked its rulers. The Nizam Government strictly 
ordered Fareed Mirza to withdraw the statement 
immediately. But, Mirza and his friends refused to do so. 
Several other news papers, which supported the ideology 
of ‘Ittehad-ul- Muslimin’ criticized Fareed Mirza and 
his friends branding them as traitors. But, Mirza and his 
friends did not step back from their stand. They also 
rejected the proposal brought out by a diplomat from 
Nizam. As aresult, they had to face the danger of attacks. 
But, Mirza was not frightened. Later on, he served as a 
member of the Rehabilitation Committee formed for the 
welfare of the people, who had suffered losses during the 
so called ‘Police Action’ in Hyderabad state. He was 
assumed charge as a deputy collector in Hyderabad on | 
August, 1949, but resigned from the job in April, 1961. 
Fareed Mirza started his own Printing Press and worked 
as an agent of the Life Insurance Corporation of India. 
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COLONEL NIZAMUDDIN 
(1900-2017) 


Source : http://img.qz.com/2014/05/nizamuddin.jpg?w=700 
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* Had Nethaji been alive today, 
India would not have been divided...I 
am not able to find what I have lost and 
what I have achieved’ laments Colonel 
Shaik Nizamuddin, who was born in 1900/1906 in Dhakwa 
village near Mubarkpur area of Azamghad district, 
Uttarpradesh. His original name was Saifudin shaik, but he 
registered himself in Indian National Army as Nizamuddin 
Shaik. He had been to Singapore in 1926 as his father 
Imam Ali was running a canteen in Singapore. When Nethaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose revived Indian National Army in 
1943 and gave ‘Chalo Delhi’ call, Nizamuddin joined INA. 
Having noticed his commitment and efficiency, Nethaji ap- 
pointed him as his driver and later his body guard and per- 
sonal assistant. When INA had retreated after the defeat 
of Japan in the Second world war on 16 August, 1945, 
Nizamuddin accompanied Nethaji upto Singapore. 
Nizamuddin does not believe that Nethaji died in plane 
crash on 19 August, 1945. He questions the plane crash 
theory saying that ‘he had left Nethaji on the banks of 
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COLONEL NIZAMUDDIN SHAIK (1900/1906-2017) 


Sitangpur river near Burma-Thailand frontier fourmonths 
after the said Plane crash’. Nizamuddin spent his life in 
Burma till 1950 and he married Habibunnisa, a girl from of 
an Indian Family. He returned to India in 1969 to lead 
normal life in his native village Dhakwa. In 2001, he re- 
vealed his role in the Indian National Army and requested 
the Government to recognise him as a freedom fighter. 
Government of India responded favourbly twelve years 
after his request. In 2013, He was hounoured as freedom 
fighter by Azamghar district magistrate Sri Pragjal Yadav 
ina grand felicitation function organised by the Governmnet 
in Dhakwa. In that function, Poorvanchal University Vice 
Chancellor Sunder Lal conferred honorary degree on 
Colonel Nizamuddin. Azamghar district magistrate declared 
himas a ‘freedom fighter’ and said that all related facilities 
would be Provided to Nizamuddin after due official pro- 
cedure. It is only after this programme that Colonel Shaik 
Nizamuddin’s role in INA came to light. Leading the 
peaceful life with his son Colonel Shaik Nizamuddin 
breathed his last on 6 February 2017. 
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SHAIK KHADER MOHIUDDIN 
(1926-2017) 


Source : Photo received from Shaik Khader Mohiddin on 10.11.2009. 
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Shaik Khader Mohiuddin, who 
donated twenty thousand rupees of his 
hard earned savings in a foreign land, to 
the Indian National Army in response 
to the appeal made by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, was 
born in Vepada Village, Vizianagaram district of Andhra 
Pradesh on 31 December, 1926. His father was Shaik 
Peer Saheb and mother was Bulaq (Buraq). Khader 
Mohiuddin migrated to Burma in 1938 as a coolie in Rubber 
Estates to support his family. He joined in the King Island 
Rubber Estate in Margoi district of Burma for a monthly 
salary of mere Rs 7.50 paise. Nataji Subash Chandra Bose 
came to Singapore, when the British troops surrendered 
themselves to the Japanese Army in the Second World 
War. Nethaji appealed to the youth to join the Indian 
National Army to liberate the nation from the yoke of British. 
Mohiuddin got attracted towards the inspiring lectures of 
Bose and instantly donated twenty thousand rupees to the 
Indian National Army, which was saved by him during his 
employment in Burma. He worked as recruiting agent in 
his early days in the Indian National Army. He entred the 
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SHAIK KHADER MOHIUDDIN (1926-2017) 


battle field taking up the responsibility of rifle man when 
committed armed men are needed for the INA. He returned 
to India with empty hands when Japan was defeated in the 
World War-II on 24 April, 1945. But, as there was 
nobody to help him in his native village, he once again went 
to Burma. He got married to a local girl, Fatima, in 
December, 1948. Mohiuddin was fluent in Telugu, Urdu, 
Burmese, Malayalam, Tamil and Hindi, settled down in 
Burma and worked with several social service 
organizations. But, his family returned to India along with 
the other Indian families in 1964, because of the political 
changes in Burma. Khader was given credentials in 1973 
for his services in the Indian National Army. Later, the 
Government of India provided him with facilities under 
‘Swatantra Sainik Samman’ scheme as per the order of 
the court in 1997. Now, Khader is particpating in all the 
public awareness programmes organised by several service 
organisations. Shaik Khader Mohiuddin is inspiring the 
youth narrating the adventures of the warriors of the Indian 
National Army and lead a peaceful life at his native place 
until he breathed his last on 11 February 2017 
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